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My Lord, 

AS rtaX merit is averfe to often-^ 
tation, I ciiuld not obtain 
(lermiilioii to dedicate the fubfe* 
/ quent Letters to your Lordihip 
without an injunction to forbear 
any eulogium on your Lord/hip's 
Chslrader. 

This injun^lion, therefore, pre- 
cludes .me from. the liberty of fay- 
ing the refpedtful things I cannot 
but. think of Lord Clare's Literary 
Talents, and Public Services, ef- 

pecially 


Vf 


i>E D I Cat r o n. 


pecially in the great Affeinblv of 
this Nation. 

• \ 

But J humbly hope" your Lord- 
fhip will condcfcend to accept this 
finccrc, though inconfiderable tri- 
bute of my gratitude and j'elpe<9:) 
and permit me thankfully* to "ac-. 
knowledge the honor con^rnd on 
a young man, by your patronage 
in this his firft attempt .to; appear 
befot? the tribunal of tb^.FuWic 

m ' • • • 

I am, my Lord, with great de- 
fepence, and the higheft refped:," 

• • • • 

. Yo^r Lord()iip'8 moft obligQ4 ' ' 

r 
» 

and very humble fervant^ 

8lLI5T0t» 

I ft Feb. 1775, 
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LEttfeR t. 


On board the Friend/Hipy in the German Oceans 
Th'nridayy i4ch Apnl, ^77^ 

• • • 

• • * k ■ # 

I" Cohfider . the injiiildton Which you 
laid on tne at partlhgy to inforixf yoa 
' conftantly and minutely: of all thofe 
eventd which elucidate the charaders or 
manners of the countries through which I 
j^opofe travelling; as not only doing me 
the higheft honor) but opening tb me a 
fource of the moft elevated and rational 

» 

jdeafure. There is a flattering and vir« 
tuous pride which we cannot avoid fe^l*^ 
ing from the canfeioufpefs* or at leaft the 
hope, that w:e are opening f<iene$ of libe'^ 
ral knowledge^ and elegant curiofity, te 

B ' our 


to 

our liftenfng friends; and to a Qvugid 
Where gratitude prevails; this is one of 
the moft animating coniiderations in n^ 
ture. It muft likewife be confeiled, that 
the furvey of n^tiqos apd. view of foreign 
and diflimilar modes of adlng and think- 
ing to our own, is not only formed to en- 
large the hum^ mind, ^d ^orredt Us 
early prejudices, but is calculated to 
charaa^ and 4filigl»% m. % (ifpf^mft d^gree^ 
as it ha& for it;'s hafts two p^ffioas moft 
powerfully condacing to. pleafurc, I mean 
novelty and admiratK»« Sp muclij, ia^ 
deedy baxe trav«lkcs in aU 9^^ hew qpn*' 
fcioms of this Mas. in jgiature, and, £>. M9fir 
dy ^ take advantage t>fit, that th<j nK# 
improbable and ridaculous fiiftions. haSfP 
•been inventfed and impoied upon, thft qtcf 
duUty of mankind^ recouife has been had 
to the marvellous^ and the imaginatioiir 
entertained by amu£^ recitak of manr 
nerfi.and aftion^ whicb never exift^ ^^w 

but 
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iral the age of impofition oti one fide^ and 
i>f credulity on the other^ ieems oow to 
be over r truth atid ^ tontid knowledge are 
Introduced into fiibjefls where formerly 
th<y icarce ever mtruded. Mankind ar€l 
become more iceptical^ and refafe to bd 
amnifed with fuperftitious legeiids^ or tb<i 
wanton failles of a luxuriant and fertilt 
imagination* The refineme&t and civili^ 
tatloa of fnodera neiann^^ has rendered 
it ao difficult matter to infped): kingdolM 
and province^f to^ which accels was for^ 
merly barrdd by btgotry^^ barbarifmi^ and 
want of all poliee^ Even Spain berfelf ia 
not now impervioua to curioiity^ and fu« 
perftition is declining in tbefe her i^vo^ 

rite dominions* Notwitfaftandxng this 
diminiition: of the traveller's powers of* 
cfitertaiaflxfent, by excluding any addlrefc 
tO' the imagination^ there are ftill objesAa 
fiifficieat left to cbstria the attentive aiid 
cwfein mindi 

B 3 Some 
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Some parts of the globe arc, howc^tff^ 
infinitely more exuberant and rich in the 
materials for producing elegant delight 
than others. In fome they are fo wan-^ 
tonly and plenteoufly fcattered, that Au^ 
pidity itfelf muft catch fbme portion of 
their power of pleafing. In others they 
lie deeper beneath the fdrface, and like 
tinpoliihed gems only glitter in the eye of 
clear and perfpifcuous obfervation.—- Such 
are the kingdoms which I am about to 
viiit, covered during many months with 
fnowj and wrapt in all the horrors of a 
polar winter: unpolifhed in their man- 
ners, and flill retaining the vdftiges of 
Gothic ignorance, they prelent not many 
charms to tempt the traveller. The Ro- 
man arms never penetrated into thefe in«- 
hofpitable climes, nor is the Antiquariaa 

r 

allured to pafs their fnows by the Tencr- 
able' remains of amphitheatres, temples, 
and naumachias. Yet even in^ thefe 

remote 
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mnpte and inclement kingdoms^ are the 
feeds of knowledge fcattered i and if the 
jnind receives no pleafure from the reflec-* 
tion of their pad greatnefs or refinement^ 
y^t may it be enlarged and improved from 
the confideration of their pref^nt compa* 
ratlve power and importance in the fcale 
of Europe. I purpbfe^ as you know^ to 
yifit the three northern capitals, and to 
ipend fom6 fmall time in each| though 

probably more in St. Peterfburg than ei-p 
ihcv of the other twO| as I regard it by 
far the greateft obje£t of true curibfity; 
We are now beating againfl a contrary 
windj and heaven only knows when a 
better may ipring up. I (hall continue 
this |hcet on my landiqg« 
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Copenbagen, Taefday l^ight, igih April, 1774, 

fT^ HIS moroihg I rofc with * the (nn^ 
to hud on the iHand of T^ztsd^ zt . 
BIfinow ; it was a pleafant day^ though 
pold. I preiented my letters of introduc** 
tion to the En^lifh conful (Mr. Fen wick] 
who received me very politely; and as he 

was much engaged with a multitude of 
ihips which came in at the fame timo 
with U9f be ient a demeftic to attend me 
0?er the Caftle of Cronfberg. This fbr* 
txdk ilands at tho^ narroweft part of that 
channeL which is called the Soand^ and 
was doubtlefs intended to command the 
entrance of it ; whether it would be able 
pow to prevent a fleet of men of war 
from pafQng it, I however much (juefv 
tion« It is a fkie Gothic chateau or palaccji 

bi|ilt early io the laft cent^ry by Chriflian 

th« 


I 7 r 

thfc lVth> 4nd was then often honored 
v^ith the royal refidehcc. It is of a fqoai-e 
fbiltay and within is i, fine quadrangle. 
The turrets at the corneri are very fu- 
perby and in the mod improved Ilyle of 
Gothic architedurc. They fliewed me fe- 
Vefal large ipartdients, which are flill de« 

libihinated the king's : there is nothings 
hdv/tvtt, lb them, but fomd gilt leather 
t:lraifis df eqdal antiquity » with the caftle, 

&nd feveral daubibg^ of their king's pnu* 
<;ing &bout on Whit6 ftttdi. t ddfiffed to 
fefe ^ chambers which Were ocirupied by 
her in-etent majeiiy during her confine- 
ment here, I mean the queen Matilda, Co 
lately dethroned; but they are, I find, 
thofe in which the colonel cammandant 
fefides, who it feenis had humanity and 
politenefs enough to refign his during her 
ilay, as the royal apartments were not fit 
at that inclement feafon of the yedr when 
ihe was brought down here, it ^eing the 

B 4 feven* 
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fevcntcenth day of January 1772, to re* 
ccive any pcrfon. They arc vaft unfur-r 
])i{hed hideous bare halls, qever wsinn in 
July, I fbould fuppofet 

While I was looking about in the court 
beloW| a poor flave * fettered came up, , 
and taking off his cap, addreifed me ia 
French ; I was charmed to meet yviih any 
thing with whfch I could (roqverfes for 
the Pani(b centine) who accompanied m? 
pould only tranfmit his ideas in his own 
language, which I underftood no mor^ 
than the Chinefe. I therefore begun a 
f:onverfatjon with the French captive, and 
afked him, if he was here when th^ 
queen Matilda was con^ned ? Ah 1 
^lonfi^ur ! faid he, I faw her every 

f His crime moft probably was t&eft, as all mifde- 
meanors are puniihed with the Danes by fervitude ii| 
pl^ains a longer or fliorter time. 
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d»y } I had the hdnor a tourner h hroekt 
for her majefty's dinner ; fhe even pro* 
miied to endeavor to procqre me i{iy )i« 
berty, I jtiTure you, addjsd he warmly, 
ihe was la princeffe ifu monde la plus aima^ 
hie! Whether the fellow iaid this becauf^ 
he apprehended it would pleafe an En- 
glMhmariy pr whether it was the genqintt 
,fffufion of reipedful gratitude^ I cannot 
fell i but certainly it produced the effedt 
pn me }ie wiihed. I could not refift the 
force of his coqipliment to ^n English and 
^n injured f^ueear-— I put my hand in my 
pocket, and gave him fome half dozen fti« 
yers ; nor was it, I muft own, either ge^ 
fieral philanthropy, or private commife* 
ration, which drew moil of them out—- 
|t was Matilda gave them^ and I bid hin^ 
fhank her, not me^ 

There is ^ little hunting feat or palacQ 
{|l)out a q^iarter of ^ qiile ffpn^ Elfinoori 

wher<! 
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mhtm tKd king driven down frequtotly 
for & ftvir hours in the Cnxttrntt* Thirc i$ 
nothing woi-th Obckig in or about th^ 
Itttilding ; but the^ ptiofpedl ftota the tott 
h bdftUtiful beyond expreffioA : it l6ok< 
dotrn on the tbwn of Ellinoor itftd C^kfUd 
of OOnfbergi add comffl^tids b6yoftd 
tfaefe the Sound ^nd co^ft of Sweden fbt* 
a vaft way* The loivn of Hclfitobofg in 
Sweden, which k e^cacftly oppofitc, forms 
a fine objed. I think it one of the moft 
degant and pidurefque UtidCtkpts I eVef 
.Airveycd. I peeped into th6 Danith 
church hfere — The woman carried me up 

to thp high altar, which was entirely co* 
Vcred with a curtain; and the boy who ac- 
companied me told me it was very fine, 
I expe^ed a Corregio, or a Raphael, and 
wondered how they had got any fuch 
piece of painting. However, on drawing 
ofide the veil, I found if waS onfy a colv 
Jeftion of faints, martyrs, and apoftles \A 

wooden 
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wooden alto ffelieyo> all drdTed out in 
gold leafy with king dfariitiaa die Vtii» i 
believe it vns, in the middle of &em^ 
^o ^med to AareKkeaman in amaee* 
, ment; probably^ at finding himftlf in 
fttch company : I was difappointed, and* 
yet could not help fmiling at my miftake^ 
In this . fitnation I continued looking at 
the gaudy figures, while the woman kind« 
ly read me a long Danifh diflertation i I 
foppofe, on the hiftory of the altar.-'^^ii 
taming round| I found myielf furrounded 
by a number of yellow^^haired boys and 
girls, who had formed themiekes into 
^ &mi-circle to look at the ftranger. I 
was as much pleafed to look at them, aa^ 
they could be at me ; and feleding one 
of the girls, whofe cbeveux bhndins hung', 
down on her neck in loofe diforder, 

■ • 

and whofe whole figure was a beauty in 
miniaturei for I fuppofe fhe could not 
^pwit above eleven years— ^I went up tor 

her 
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her and prefonted her a ftivcr in a manner^ 
which faidy as well as iniite eloquence 
eaaid express i^ 'tis your pretty form» 
fwiset m^id, which draws this prefect-^ 
The Jetur pulcbriori was not 'more legibly 
written by the hand of nature op Paris'^ 
apple^ than it was on my bit of diver y 
but my goddefs was too youngj^ ^nd tpQ 
innocent^ to read itt 

Mr* Fenwick's hock, and what waa 
fen tinoes more powerful, his lady's com^^ 
pany and conver(ation» detained me at 
Elfinoor till four o'clock or later, and I 
had then twenty^^two miles to go in 4 

ft 

chaiib to Copenhagexi. This vehicle, 
which was an indefinable fomqwhat, be«^ 
|;ot by a coach upon a cart, and partaking 
very much of both kinds, was drawn by 
four little Daniih horfes ; apd pQtwiih^ 
ftanding it appeared to me when I got 
into it, furmounted as it w^ with truAk^ 

and 
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and h^y for the horfes^ very ill calditkcedl 
£>r speedy yet the fellow, who was a^ 
kaghing, merry, talkative Daiie, whif^>ed 
hh cattle fo frequently and fo well, that 
I got to the capital about nine o'clock, 
which in this country is driving at a great 
rate. 

i did not admire the appearance of ob«« 
je£t$ between Elfinoor and this place; 
but, indeed, I muft confefs, I faw them 
through a very bad medium, as I could 
not keep myfelf warm the whole way, 
tho' I wrapt myfelf up in my great coat. 
The day clofed^in a good league before I 
reached the metropolis, and I was in«> 
debted to the moon for her light the reft 
of the road. After they had ilopt me at 
the gates, enquired my name^ and fearched 
my trwiks, I was fet down at the inn, 
where I now am, oppofite the royal pa« 
hce.~-But I can write no more. 'Tis 

midnight. 
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mldaight, and you may imagine, after the 
adventures of the day» I ihan't quarrel 
with my pillovr. 

» V 

J 

So gck)d night J 
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LETTER n, 

Copenhagen, 25th April, 1774^ 

I Have naw been here near a week^ and 
begia to find that a ftranger may fpend 
his ttn>e no( unpleaiaatly. But before I 
'proceed to foreign affairs^ let me give you 
fome account of the domeftic orfes : I am 
lodged^ as 1 thuik I oxentioncd to you ia 
my h&^ at aa excellent imijt Qr rather ho^ 
tcl^ immediately ojppofite the palace^ and 
my chambier commands a very comipleat 

profped: of it and the haven which fepa« 
rate^ u$« It U optp however, the fxtaauoo 
of this hoteL or the entertaining landfcape 
i)t cQmp)and$4 which form, in my eftimatc 
pf o^tdts^ its greate^ charm.-^There is^ 
](^ aiMQth«r* Wben I am. not particularly 
4i|)g^^d; ip company^ I always dine at the 

landlord's 


^ \ 


t i6 J 

landlord's tables which is very well fct^cd^ 
and where'I have been happy enough td 
make two or three moft agreeable ac-^^ 
quaintanceSi of' whoni more by and by^ 
At prefent I will give you fome accounf 
of my landlord, — He has, you muft know 
then, three daughters; whodrefs their heads 
to advantage, curtfy moft civilly to my 
bows, apd are well difpofcd to oblige ;— * 
but all thefe will only excite coniplacency,* 
and go no deeper. There is yet a foartfa, 
who, in my eye, unites in her perfon a 
thoufand times the attradions of the othef 
three.— She is by birth a Norwegian, and 
lives, as I find, near Chriftiania in Nor<^ 
way, but is now here on a vifit 2 her com- 
plexion is too tuddy, and her perfan has 
too much of the embonpoint ^ to be deem- 
ed handfome in England i yet eveti 
among us fhe would be admired. I have 
bowed the knee to her from the firft mo^ 
ment I faw her^ and have talked to her 

continually i 
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tontiniially i nay^ even faid all that tJOA 

■ 

Sgbt of ionpcent beauty may be fuppofed 
to didatCy to a heart not urifufceptible of 
its foft xmpreflions.^^How I faid them^ I 
leave you to judge from your own feel* 
ings^ fince 4anguage conftitutes no part of 
our interchange of ideas^ as I am unhappy 
enough not to fpeak Daniih^ and (he can 
convei'fe in no other4 But the moft ani<* 

t 

mate4 expreillon of admiration may be 
conveyed without the aid of words or 
founds I and there is a language^ and that 
an eloquent one too^ which is given by 
bounteous nature in common to the inha-^ 
bitants of England and of Norway* 

She fometimes plays to me On an in(tf d- 
ment which refembles our fpinnet^ and 
which they call a pantaloon.^^She ac- 
companies the mufic with her voices and 
lings me twenty Danifh ibngs from a 
book which ufually lies on the table* I 

C do 
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^ not apprehend that the language x9 
much better calculated in itfe^ for Kar-' 
%iony» than the Dutch or Flemifh; .and 
<yef> by what fafeination I knownot^ lam 
more delighted than ever I was at healing 
ihc fineft of Metaftaiio's Arrias ff am Cs- 
ciiia Da vies- s mouth* There is oae; in 
. particular which has fomething io it pecu* 
liarly tQuching ; and as ihe turns over the 
leaves^ I flop at that^ lay my finger pa it, 
and humbly requefl in that language I 
. mentioned before^ that fhe will oblige me 
with it. When ihc has dMie» I take her 
hand^ and while I prefix it to .my lipft;they 
inform her» that fhe has* not played to a 
heart incapable of tafting the delights, 
which beauty and harmony uoited: aiuft 
ever produce. You may laugh at .this 
dumb tdte a t£te if you pleafe; and^ per- 
haps, if I was inclined to JDurlefque in- 
Aead of admire it; I could rayfelf fuppofe 
it fometimes ridiculous enough.-^ Let 

that 
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(hat be as it may, I can only &y th6 time 
ilipA uripei'c)sivecl away in this occupation, 
and it is at leail «n agreeable relaxation and 
alternative from the more, ndiiy amuic- 
mentSy or frOm the cloier applications of 
tiie mind : but you mufl: not therefore 
imagihe, that (he engroffes my whole time ' 
or attention ; I have been employed in 
viewing feveral bbjeds of curioii ty in this 
capital; 

« 

vvas acedmpahied tbis morning, by 
iwo gentlemen, t6 Count liloltck's pa- 
lace. It is vety fplendid, arid a £ne taite 
Is (hewn in the c6lle£tidn of the paintings 
which cover the grand drawing - rootn. 
* They are as much fuperior in excellence, as 
'they are inferior in number, to thofe 1 
have feen in the king's cabinet of curiofi* 
i- ties i oti as it is tailed here, the Mufettm. 
This laft I have likewife feen once ; but 
M-I intend reviiiting it^ and it contains a 

C 2 number 
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number of curioQs and extraordinary pro«« 
duAions peculiar to the Danifh ,domi- 
nions^ I fhall mention it by and by in a 
future letter. 

m 

i 

The round tower here is very Angular, 
~It was built by Chriftian the 1 Vth, under 
whom the celebrated Tycho Brahe flou- 
ri(hedi and defigiied for an obferyatory. 
—There is not a fingle ftep in it, though, 
very lofty ^— You afcend by a ipiral road> 
of near fourteen feet broad, from the jbot-- 
torn to it's fummit. A profeflbr, who 

ihewed me over it, affured n^e, that ope 

..♦■'. ' • ' 

of their king's, Chriftian the Vth as I re- 
colledl, drove Jn his carriage up and dov^a 
it; and he even produced a book, as I 
doubted it, to prove the veracity of his af- 
fertion. I muft own it may be eafily 
done, though probably at fome riik of the. 
driver's neck. 

« 

Was 


' 
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Was It not for the fair Norwegian, 
with whom, after all, it muft be owned 
t could wi(h to converfe with the tongue, 
as well as the eye or hand, I find hardly 
any inconveniency refulting from my ig- 
norance of the Danifh language. « Every 
perfon of fafhion ipeaks French, and ma- 
ny of them Englifh. The gentlemen of 
the army and navy here in particular, are 
almofl: univerfally ufed to thefe Ian- 
guages : — they are, at leaft feveral of them, 
with whom I have fallen into company^ 
extremely difpofed to treat a ftranger with 
every mark of urbanity and politenei^. 
One of them has already promifed to ac- 
company me over the ifland of Zealand, 
and to be my condudtor on a tour I pro- 
ppfe making to fee the royal palaces ; and 
I am engaged to-morrow morning with 

two others, to view a private colledion of 
natural curiodties, which I am told is 
Qiade with great tafte and judgment. 

C 3 The 
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The weather is ftill very cold htnA: 
we have had hail almoft e?er\r day £nc6 

my arrival ; nor arc there as yet any mark^ 

> . • . 

of that fwect feafon, which the Italians fo 
juAly denominate the gioventu del annoj 
but' which is pretty much unknown to 
Danifh poets. Indeed, I apprehend the 
year is more properly divided here into the 
fumxner and winter, than as with us into 
four feafons. A (hort fiimmer fucceeds 
to the long feries of cold an^ darknefs, 
which environs them from O£tober till 
April j and during this period* they often 
experience very great heats for a few 
days, or fometimes weeks. Certainly 

man is much a£Fe£ted by phyiical caufes, 
and one is not furprifed to f^nd the ele- 
^ant arts chiefly confined to luxurious 
and fouthern climates, and faintly raifing 

their heads amid thefe fnowy and inhof-- 

pitable regions, where the inhabitants 

fcem in fomc degree to partake of the af- 

2 peritie^ 
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perilks of dieir fbn» and wbor 9 royal 0)u^ 
nificoice, however unb^uodqd^ can only 
raife a few fiekly and draggling planta^ ; 




They fcem to have a great turn for po^ 
]it|pks here, and as it may not be quite fo 
fafe to infped too deeply into the conduft 
of their own fovereign and ftatefmen, they 
make themielves fome amends by inte- 
refting themfelves in thofe of the English 
nation. I am afked a thoufand queftions 
here, in every company, about the inha- 
bitants of Bbilon, and relative to the 
' Bad India afikirs. They ' are unanimous 
in opinion, that the colonies will be foon 
absolutely free j and they give me a look 
of incredulity^ and a fignifioant (hake of 

the head, when I affure them that all willr 

• «♦ 

terminate quietly, that Boflon muft fub- 
mit, and that government have uniformly 
f mbraced the moft gentle, mild, and pa- 

C ^ rental 
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rental mt^furesa confiftent vAik k^flatitai 
and futyordinatipn ; and. the fpirit and 
avowal of rciiilance in the repub)icaaMa£» 
fachufeti^Bay men» confidered^ I jee they 
donH believe me^ and I am obliged! to re* 
fer them to futurity for the tcft of my 
aiTertiods, 

Sofewperfons vifit this metropolis of. 
kingdom from motives of cariofityt that 
they are' quite furprifed when I a0are 
theiiil have no fort of bufincfs bere^ and 
am only employed in the fe^rch of knoww 
ledge, Indeed* I apprehend^ a moiHh or 
five weeks is fully ade(|uate to the com- 
pletion of theie purpofes^ and I fhall not 
delay my departure an hour after tha( 
time« 

m 

There is no face of induftry or bufinefi 
here ; aqd Copenhagen^ though one of the 
fineft ports in>tfae world, can hot^ft of lit-!' 
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ik cuxamitc. The public places^ «Mf 
fiUbdiwHlv officers either in the land- or 
^ ferrke, and they appe^ to conftitale 
ilme^fotirthrof the audience at the coMBf 
dyand the opera. -The number of forces^ 
are, indeed^ much too large for this little 
. kingdom, which has not. been engaged in 
war thefe fifty years. They can boaft, 
'tis true^ a vaft extent of dominion ; but of 
what importance, are the barren and al« 
moft uninhabited mountains of Norway 
and Lapland^ Aretching tothe^pole; or 
the plains of Iceland^ where the inhabi- 
tants are yet, and will probably ever re- 
main, in the mod profound barbarifm ? 
Their German dominions in Holdein are 
by far the moft rich, and furniih a large 
part of the royal revenue. There needf, 
indeed* no ftronger proof of the poverty of 
the kingdom, than the fcarcity of fpecie. 
I have feen no gold, and hardly any (ilver. 
Yhcy pay every thing in- paper ; and if 

you 
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you lofp a iingle dollar at the card-table» 
or the billiard-table, it is giyen in a bilU 
I received two hundred riz-dollars yeft^^ 
day fnoroingy and not a fingle one in mo^ 
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LETTER IJI. 




Coj>enhag^n, Friday, sgthof April, 1774* 

I Shall continue my remarks on the chief 
objects of curiofity here. I went Wed- 
nefday morning with a party of ladies to 
fee the palace of Rofenbourg. It was 
cpnftruflied^ as I am afTured^ by our cele* 
brated Inigo Jones, and flands in the 
middle of a large garden. It is fmall^ 
apd at prefeiit very little ufed by the king^^ 
or royal family. There is an air of anti- 
quity in all the apartment?, tapeftry, an4 
furniture, which is not difpleafiog, ^nd 
imprefTes with refpedt. The grand fala 
or dining-room in particular, is in this 
ftyle. The hangings^ which are not ill 
executed, reprefent the various adions by 
fca and land, which diverfified the antient 

wars 


t 
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wars between the Swedes and Dancs,,who 
feem always to have had the fame national 
rivahhip and animofity, which the French 
and Englifh are diftinguiflied forin Eu- 
rope, and which, 'tis probable, they will 
ever in fome degree retain* At one end 
of this grand apartment, are. three filver 
lidns as large as the life, who feem, by the 
ferocity and rudenefs of their appearance, ' 
defigned to charaderize the age and na*» 
tbn in* which they were caft,* It is a fort 
of favage^magnificence, which ftrikes more 
geminate and luxurious times with won- 
der, to introduce fuch forms into a ban- 
queting room of ftate. Here are.fcveral 
fmall cabinets full of curious rarities, 
which the various fovereigns of Denmark 
have fucceffively coUeded, and left to 
' their pofterity. Many of them are iritrin- 
fically valuable J others, only preferved 

from fome event or accident conneftcd 

« * 

with them. Among the firft is a faddle, 

on 
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on which Chriftian the I Vth made a fort of 
triumphal entry into Copenhagen. It is 
covwed with. pearls^ diamonds, and other' 
precious ftones, and the fpurs are of gold^ 

« 

enriched with jewels. The coat worn by 
the king, and a light helmet on the fame 
occafion, are likewife'covered with pearl. 
I forget the fam at which it was then efU- 
mdted; but you may eaiily fuppofe it to 
be immen/e. They prefervc likewife> 
with great care, a handkerchief of this 
prince dyed with his blood, from a \younfl 
he received by a ball which deprived hioi 
of an eye. The man who accompanied 
us> fhewed me, with exultation in his 
countenance, a fword of Charles the Xllth 
of Sweden : it is juft fuch a fword as fuch 
a monarch may be fuppofed to have ufed» 
and would well become the mcaneft foJ- 
dier : it, ipdeed, evinces his ftrength and 
vigorous frame of body, by it's fize and 

weight. I queftion whether his prefent 

majefty. 
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inajefty of Denmark could heaye it, afid 
I think I may be fure he could not draW 
it* Hie blade is at leaft £anr feet long; 
and both the hilt and guard are entirely 
compofed of brafs. 


I could not help imillng when I entensd 
the chamber hi which Chriftian the iVth 
died. There are, indeed, fonie figures in 
it which may not improperly be called cfe- 
leflial and angelic ; but they are rather ill 
calculated for the regards of ati ^expirlftg 
man, and would better become thfe cabi- 
' net of a young and elegant voluptuafy. 
I remarked this to our conduAor, v#ho 
only (hook his head, fhrugged his (houM- 
ers, but faid nothing. If his majefty bad 
been a muflulman, I (hould have fuppofed 
he defigned them as reprefentative of the 
Houris^ in whofe arms he was ib ibon'to 
repofc his wearied virtue, and forget ^e 
toils annexed to royalty : but it fteniis he 
died a Lutheran. 

The 
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The gwd^ns of this pdtce conflitffiCr 
of the chief diver iioQS of the pity^ las 
thoy are.aJbrays open, and oo &fUvfi(ls,or 

yfkiodayfij are cfouded with - company. 
They are large, but not laid out with 
tafte, or adorned with any productions of 

' art, one ftatue only excepted of Hercules 
vanqui(hing the Naemean lion, which 
ilands under a portico raifed to defend it 
from the inclemencies of the weather. 
This is of Italian worJs^manfhip, and the 
artiil has found mekns to difplay great 
ssiatomical fkill and beauty in the attitude 
and muicles of the hero, who by an extra* 
ordinary exertion of ftrength, forces open 
$nd breaks the jaw of his adveriary. 

I went yefterday to fee the private cpU 
■J ledion of rarities, paintings, &c» I men- 
tioned to you before. It is made by a 
JMoofieur Spangler, who, I apprehend, is 
we^ known in the literary world. He is 

by 
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hy birth a Swi&, but his drhanity diid 

m 

learning haVe made him a citizen of the 
lieorld. 1 have always found the great 
fjjd ^ood to i)e of DO country, iiis pie* 
cea of painting are^ for a private indivi-^ 
dual^ numerous, and yet very fclcfl:. Ma^ 
Dy of them have been prefented by the 
mailers themfelves, as tributes of friend** 
ihip or admiration, mado to his genius or 
his heart. They are, indeed, qaioltly the 
production of German, Dutch, and Fleni<* 
i(h artifls. He is a fine mechanift and 
anatomift, and has fome pieces of work^ 
nian(hip in both thofe hranches of fci« 
ence, ciit by himfelf in ivor^, which are 
chefs d'oeuvres, t was not furprized to. 
hear him call Dr. Fothergill his intimate 
friend, or to find that he kept up the clo« 

feft corre^ondence with the cclebrate^^ 

Lianseus in Sweden. I a(rure4 htm of my, 

f • , ' ■ ' ' f k 

intention tavifit that great man in bis rer* 
treat at Opfal, and that I had already prp« 
7 cured 
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^uredl ktters of introdudioh to him. Iji 
juftice to Detomark) I ought to a<fd^ that 
his late, majefty made this gentleman^ 
keeper of the Mti&um^ -tod that he en^-^ 
joys a very caly competence. I was 
charmed to find that his eltvated under-^ 
ftandihgy and Uncooafhott takhtSi 4ia4 Tiol 
allied him to poverty » 

I h^ve been into all the churchef herea 
whether Gef man^ French^ or l!^ni(h j 

« 

but it is not in Lutlieran places of devo-I^ 
tion^ ont mufl: fearch for the prbdtxdions 
of art and elegance : Madonnas and Mag-^ 
dalens are confined to catholic Walts, and 
form one of the mod enviable parts of the 
Roman form of worihip and decoration^ 
There is one church here, indeed^ where 
they have placdd fix ftatues of plaifter be^ 
fore the high altar. As they have armed 
two of thefe with monftrous gilt fwords^ 
as big as Charles the XIIth*s, and a third 

D it 
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is employed in bbwing a trumpet^'l 
mud own I took them, at firft fight, for i 

4 < 

kind of guard .drawn up to defend tbtf 
holy placd j but on a nearer approach, I 

. found, (probably for fear of fuch a mif^ 
take) that they had chriileneil them atly 

. an(^ placed their Qames^ 'reyerally and tf^ 
ipedively, at their feet* To four of them 
they have applied the Jewi/h appellations 
of the angels, which occur in fcripture, 
Gibrieli UiifU Rapha^eli anid Mkfiael.i 
but unhappily when they had got fi> if^§ 
having yet two moieleia figures^ ap4<.00 
more angelic titles* th^y ieem to Wc( 
been at a fad lofs : under one of tl^em 
they have put the word Cherub, and left 
it undetermined who he might be ; . jMPd 
to the other, is affixed Jeremiell. Who 
Jerenr^iell is, I don't know. I (hould bijtv^ 
thought it to be the prophet Jeremiah^ 
only a little altered in one fyliable of hi» 
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Ikti^e^. . and; to confirm this fufpifion^he 
h9l4^ A bpok m his hand : \^}H then he 
ms a pai^ qf wings> whic;h puz2;le pne 
JConfqQp^^ly^ .,I,pould mot fatisfy, myself 

4»»|e.?'?fy?J^ tjys perfojt^^gej and muft leave 
il.to. kiiig |C]^titi9fi the y^ who buiU 
the i9Jb.urQ|pi ^d put up theibtuesi to an<* 

fwer for..Jt# fmn works> ^ uofold the 
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Tbe police of Cofwnhftg^Q^ i§ ext)ee4- 
^^ ff^9^ ^^' ^1^ ^^^1^7 vAk tbf9Hgh 
fte whole dtjT at tpidiiigbtwitb the moil: 
pctfdSt Mtty. No fobbctiiosi no aflaili- 
hattoha heard oiFi Thqr wear no cloaks^ 
' hor conceal any ftillettos under their ha- 
' bits^ as in the fbuthern kingdoms of Eu- 
rope; ladeedi it is ufually almofi as 
.4|uiet here at eleven p'clo^k at nightie, aa 
/in a country village^ and fcarce.a coach 

mtles through (he greets. 


f 
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1 dofi't appreheiid this it^iui can he 
kbc^e die rourdi [rart'of tHe'^^e df Loh^ 
don,'pcflibl/ nirtTo mnchV "it Is fortifieil 
toward^ the land by'afbiTb/arways fiiU 
water. Tne'^ftre^a are commonly of A 
good breadth, and the hbafea Ycry neat 
and handsome. There' is one very bcaii- 
tifixl place here, i^i^hich ap|)r6acfad8 nearer 
to a circua than a (quare ; each flde or 
divifion of which is only one palace, and 
in the center ir all o^aefMi^^fbtue in 
bronze' oJP the late king Fredfcfic thfe 
Vth. I niiilt own! was'ilmidi hioHs 
pleafed'with this/tli[an with the Hace db 
Vidoires at Paris; and thinS * it has a 
madi better ctte&L 

I have now Written a long letter; and 
mufl put an end to it, as the pofl: goes for 
England to-morro#. I fhall yet flay 
here a fortnight, and in my neixt you may 
exped tn account of the court. They 
a are 
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are all in town at prefent, and dob't go 
into the country thefe three weeks^ as I 
am informed. Adieu I | amj^ cver^ 

- My dear Sir, 

• * 

Your moft devoted, &c» 


■ * 


«• 
I 
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Copenhagen, ^aeOtyt sdofAfay, 17^. 

r 

IPl-omifed in my laft letter to give yon 
fome little account of the court. I 
piuft^ however^ premife^ that I have not 
had the honour of being prefented to the 
fovereign here, as is ci»ftomary witl^ 
ilrangers from the other kingdoms of Edr 
rope. It is fufficient that I am an Eii-r 
glifhman, not to wi(h it; and, indeed, 
with fo jealous an eye are we regarded, at 
prefent, in this capital, that I can aflurc 
you, becaufe I haye it from the moft re- 
ipedable and inconteftible authority, that 
fo little an individual as myfelf, fo hum? 
ble and unknown a traveller as I am, is 
pot only publickly talked of, bi^t evei^ 
fufpedled as a fby, becaufe I come 
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^om England, and have no avowed mo* 
tive, except curiofity and knowledge* I 
liave never, therefore, been at the levee, 
which is every Friday ; but I go to' the 
drawing-roonti, and mingle unnoticed a- 
mong the crowds I was there laft night, 
when his majefty, the queen dowager, and 
prince Frederic the king's brother, were 
prefent. To give you a pidure of the 
court, as it now exifts, I muft carry you 
back to the time of the late celebrated, 
aod unhappy favorite. Count Struenfee. 
I have made it roy endeavor, fince my ar«* 
rival here, to ^dn the moil authentic and 
unprejudiced intelligence refpeding him| 
md the late extfaordinary revolution which 
expelled a qucexf from her throne and 
. kingdom,, and brought the miniilers to 
the fcafFold, I (hall only inform you of 
fome /ew anecdotes, which elucidate his 
, charafter, and with which you may be 
. :|^nacquainted j though, as I neVer perufed 

4 
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the pfiotBd aceoont of ; his lifer aod^ tiidg 
^l^fe me if i fepeat wbat joti ^re fefii 

6miep#ej» as you kn^Wj^ had «Qt aii|i 
jpebl^ iblo0d in bi& veittt,^ oi;- ^ofti^aeoiiy 
tny«here(i2tafy' a6d preiEcriptive' tii|6 fo ^ 
ioifnediate gwdance of afflurt of ftate^ 
ForttinCy'^and a train of pepuliir ^ircum^ 
ibnces^ • ^^incldifig vthh :his i>#n talfeAtt 
and asddrefSjt: iftoiii to^ bare ik'ayv'tt h£cp;fron) 
his origtmrivedtocnty of cbnditbni^ a^ 
|>Iaced bim in kq devated nvA^. fie ofi^ 
giridly. pt^fiiied tph/^iat Altoiia on the 
£tbe/ftn\l afterwards attended the prefei¥t 
kiog'of 'Denmark on"^ his tra?c|s into Eifi? 
'gland, ](n ^ua^y of pby&ian. On fa^ 
Return, he adi^aQced Hy r^pid itrides In 0^e 
toy it fav€ir> and feems to h^Ve eminently 
l^fiefied the powers of pleafing, fince b^ 
Sif^s equally the favorite qf Bo^'the king 

an4 
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gbA .qoeta;:: i lib. wag joffcAe^ iffkbr. th» 

fi£ the j^ocBOy peeattd j^ i^ctoAt, «n4|)a& 
ie^d unlinuted minifteri^ power ; . tiif 
(QQdtidy in this fvddfm and nncommoii 
yniiyor^ u^arjl^t a bold and dating 
fntadf pe^bgps I might add* im expa&4«4 
^nd fatrtpdc heart, U{uw«i Vy tl)^ P<^7 
sarioiis tj^oive of poDrtJjr greato^, aB4 
pnore pepiilMr4y of hi^ own^ he began » 
•jDOpral reform^ The ^te felt hiin 

« 

tbriMigiti »}1 her members : tlie finances, 
I^I^an^eqri .apny^ na?y«. nobles^ . peajfants-r- 
^,wibre feofible of his influence^ He mait 
pply-di^al^it but pemied his repUcs to 
,every important queiHpo pr difpjttch j ai^ 

jj^petitioni or a fch^me of public import 

> ■• 

jusd utility^ rarely waited two hours fgr 

" i 

^ .anfwer. At prcfent^ J apu.told, yo,u 

^y be ^t\yo months without receiving 

• . " • *' 

l»y. The civil judicature of tl^is cs^ital 
^ flica ye%d ii^ thifiy #flgiftratcs. 

Strupnfee 
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&nt a mcffiige to this tribunal«c 
dem^ndihg to know the annual falary or 
pfenfion annexed to each member : rathf f 
alarmed at this enquiry; they &nt an an-f 
Aver, in which they diminished their 
€ni!olument$ two thirds, and 'efirmated 
them at 1 500, inftead of 4000 rij^-dol-* 
lars.*^ The count then informed them, 
that his majefty had no farther occaiioi^ 
for their fervices, but rn his royal munifi* 
pf^nce and liberality, was gracioufly pleafed 
to continue to them the third part of theijr 
avowed incomes, as a proof of his fatis^ 
fadion With their condudt. He at the 
:(kme time cbnftituted ailother courtj| 
compofed only of fix peffbns of approved 
inte^rityi tp whom the fame power was 
delegated. He proceeded to purge the 
diancery, and other bodies pf the law^ 
Then entering on the military departs 
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l^ent, he, at one ftroke, brake aU tht 
hprfe-gtiardsi and a fter w u rd« die regie* 
ment of Norwegian fcot-^gu^rds, the fineft 
tc6rps in the ferviee, and who were ndt 
diibanded without i (hort, but very dan^ 
gerous (edition. Still proceeding in thit 
falutary, bat mod critical and perilouH 
atchievementy he ultimately began to at-- 
tempt a diminution of the power of this 
noblesi and to fet the farmers and pea- 
fants at perfeA liberty. You muft not^-fif 
you will not wonder that he ifell a vi Aia| 
to fuch meafures, and that a)l parties 
joined in his deftruftion^' Iphefe were 
his real crimes^ and not that he was too 
acceptable to the queen^ which only 
formed a' pretext. It was the miniAer, 
'and not the man, who had become db« 
noxious. I do not pretend, in the latttr 
fitapacity, either to qccufe or condtsnin 
him ; but as a politician, t rank him with 
|he Clarendons and the Mores, whon^ 

tyrannjji 
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^aimy; W'^uUic bafenefs^and^want Of * 
^rirttte^ lutV^intragfat, in uihoft every age^ 
tOfttuhtidiiDly and l]g;ooibtniou& exit; but 
4b whofe txxfemoiy rm|Mirtial pofterit) 
Mnc ample juftice^ Yet 1 mxJk \ 
■^at tbott^h i cannot think Strucniee 
«uRJb 4 badsofe, yu he certainly 4n 
.violoQ^wd-ittipmdtnt onc^ cf hit est 
•fV^fr,' He feems, if t>ne may judge 
4iis;«Sionsylo^hftveheen'ui Ame meaiui^i 
^tom<XMtv^ royal fitfor, )ind fuch ae-' 
rinHjiiilatCiinwflorfr, -and not'to have advert^ 
?pA£a&.6ittiAf40i the exdmphs whtcli hil-i 
Uiy ftwiftties^of Wol%$ ui fbrmeir day§, 
, and <4f -ChoiJl^uVi in modern tim&s« who 
< .noft fttflh^ngly >avtnce 4he ilippe^ foondia- 
tion of -polilkal'grandeuriF When he was' 
.••;ea>pFs0td^^ftly<(-0iOit time ^before His 
-icianreiotogtllfadraw from court, and pafs 
r.^5Bclt8^«with the mo|i ftiiit>le ftcoHty for 
rtiiiAaafiaal^femltmeateflbrty) fifty, dhun- 
I <mdr tltnniJMd ^DUorV aar<tiBhappy fafclv 

nation 


fittidft detained hiibj in 4fl|atu;i^ eieretfi 
xnrfdn^t aiid^ri^brfed him £»c ^ ptiif^ 
and th« blpok, -The qtioaa .^ii«gor,-«x| 
|infice;F«eiterkj|-w€re only ueitirblkjra^ 
ifa^fiiemi to iirodttee tlurc«t8ilroplM» iiib 
^^H'^y^'^"^^ immediatdf abont'did 



peribn f>f the S)i%reigQ i though tomittcm 
report has talked Joudly of the fornMf^ 
iiitrigue> ^aiul attriboted it. to h^ imig&« 
fiaiy abilitiesw The only mariE- of 6ftpa« 
€1^ or ad^refs ^iktf exhibited, -l^-ift ]»rs«i 
fcfyiflg a fecrefyi which ddudod^Stnieniee 
and.^ Qgeen<]^<bkUld«, 't9l the dme of 
theif being arrefted. I haverbeeo'aAuid* 
that on"the laA leVee di^ prec^nfing tfnt 
eyenti the- count was habited with .ti»« 
^mAaen ma^ntfilteiioek and ocvw r e cchc d 
l^rcmter hofi^ « court fenrilityiMta^dili^ 
q:pwd| than when on the %erge tsf miisu 
On the night 'fixed for Msieisur^ there 
was a; itf//iar/ in the palact 2 the quees^' 
after dancii^ as ufaal* one ooontfydanod 

with 


%ilh tlie kmgi gavt: her haftd «o Stroifittfctf 
dtfriDg4he-i%ft of theebrah^ii She sir 
tired about two in the ntormtigi and vsf 
foUoirad'by him and Contt B^uidti The 
moment V94$ now oopi^' The qncoiii 
dowager^ and her &)a Prsaod Frederia^* 
haftened to the king's- -private chaasbw^i; 
vrhctH he wTas already id bed. They 
kneeled d^w^ befide itj aod implored hs«)t 
with tevsandexpoftulatiDns tofkve hit»feif 
and Denix^rk from impendifig deftr«idioti, 
by arrefting thofe whom thejr called the 

m 

authors of il> 'Tis fatd^ the king wa< 

not eafily induced to fign the order^ btit 
did it with reludance and hefitation; M 
lengthy their entreaties prevailed, and he 
afixxed his figti manual tp;the paper. Colo- 
nel Kdler Banner inf^antly repaired to' 
Struenfee's apartment, which^ as well as* 
JBrandt's, was in the palace s they were 
both feized nearly at the fame ioftaot/ 
and, as all defence wa^ vaini harried away 

immediately 
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iliim|MUftdly.tar.thttxit«dd|.. .Wiien- COKHf . 
•fttruenfee ftepped outjofi the co^ch^ ^<^$BaA^ 
with A fmilcr to the ^ commjiod^l^ . whfk 
tt(}eivcdi)im iato.cuftodyi H I;belieye yott 
r1u»;|iiQt.!a littkf ibrpdased .9t (w^g ipo 
.tifooght j;icrd i prifoni&jr.'^ .^' No» aad 
.jpk!afe.your cxeelleAqe/' replied the oM 

pgifrer bliintiy ; '^ 1 9m not at all £ut^ 

• • • 

.{)j:|2^i. butj on the contrary^ thavc ion^ 

.ls;q)ei^ed you."— It jjras, five a'clock in the 

^Horning/ when the Cpunt de I^antzau 

leatsd tf> the door of ber ma^efty's anti-^ 

.gjf^an^hcr, and Jknocjied for admittance. 

Qnt of tho: wonp|en about . the . queen's 

;|)erf€tfi| wa^ ordered to lyake ber, and 

!; JdTe berinfqrqp^ion that ihe was arrefted* 

^.^h(jy then put ber into one of the kind's 

' coac;hes> drove ber dowA to EJfinoor, and 

,^fl){j.ther up^ as you know, in the Caftle of 

Cj;onfl?erg, — Mean while, as they dreaded 

fttt^infurrcdlion in Copenhagen, every nxi* 

)itary precaution was taken to prevent it ; 

the 
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tte tlioft ittntssGRis ioM fiHy teportl itf€t$' 
dtcvkted tmoog the populace^ to rendef 
Ae Ifatte prilbners odiotu t tlhit they li^' 
put poiibn io the kingVcotfbey to deftro]^ 
him : that the^ intended to declare hhn 
incap&ble of governing ; to iend the Dow-« 
ager Queen Juliana out of the kingdom^ 
as well as her ion Prince Ft^eriCi and to 
proclaini Matilda regent. To confirm 
thefe extraordinary and contradictory re^ 
portSi the king himfelf and his brother 
appeared in a Aate*eoach^ and paraded 
through the ftreets of the city^ to ihow 
himfelf unhurt, and as if efcaped from the 
moft horrid confpiracy« Mean whil« 
Struenfee and Brandt were detained in th« 
moft rigorous imprifonment. I'hey load« 
ed the former with very heavy chains a^ 
bout his arms and legs^ and he was at the 
fame time fixed to the wall by an iron 
bar. I have feen the room^ and can afllit* 
you it is not above ten or twelve feet 

fquattf 
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ifaatt, i^irhkt. iitde bed ia Uf mi a is^k*- > 
Hfalrifon ilcnre^ Yet helre^ in . dtos abo^ o£ 
iaifijr}r> did hd^ thotigb chainoi^ complMt 
with « pcncd^ sn dcconnt of his. 13e: ahd 
Cfiodud as a minifter/ which 18 penned , ad 
1 have been a^red^ Mrith tiftcototnon ge« 
Ditt&« A tribunal Was appointed for the 
trial of the qoeeh and the two cotmts, and 
a council affignedfot each> to pfeierve ati 
appearance df juftltfe and equity. You 
know the refult, and the winding op of 
the whole; on the i^StJi of April, 1772. 
fmuft, however, -hientioh to you fdme (cvt 
particulars relative to Count Brandt, as they 

arc very remarkable, and equally true ; 

• • • • V , 

dor do t apprehend you have ever heard 
them. • 


'»• 


• . » 
• This unfortunate man roic chiefly un- 
der 'Strlienfec*s aufpices, though he was 
originally of an honourable defcent. Du- 
ftSfrg a rcfidtnce which the coUrt made at 
*'^ ; * E one 
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r 

one of the po^al :palajpes* thM of }ifft<i^ 

...» 

ibo)m#.it happened th^this m^je/ljr ijH^r* 
re}le4r with Braudtji aru^ ivhich waf^ngi)-- 
Ur enoughf challenged him. Thi^ the 
coupjt, you npiay iai$gine» declined. WhcQ 
they. CP.?^^ (oon aC^er, the king repeated his 
defiance^ called him coward j and Brandt 

4 

ftJii behaving with temper,, as ipfcame a 
fubjed) h.Q.thrufthis.hanfl iotohis mputh« 

feisied Ws tcyigu!^ .8w»4 . had very n^?fly 

^ •• v.Jw ft •«# 

-chocked him., lathis iituatiQn^o«ixii( be 
wondered ^, th^tr he ihould bite the 
king's finger^ or ftrike him, or hoth? 
Self-prefcryation mud neceffarily, fuper- 
iede every other feeling at Jfuch a moment, 
gnd plead his pardon. By Strueni^'$ me- 
diation the quarrel vvas immediately made 

up, and the king.promifed never more to 

» ■ 

remember or refent the circumftai\ce of 
his ftrikiqg hicn. Yqt was this blow, gi-- 
ven to preftrv? himfelf from imminent 

deftrudion, and from, the fury of an en- ' 

» 

5 ^ . "g«d 


I 
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.Hj^ed '^^^^ ™^^^ ^^^ prettnce fef His 
coDilemnation i Thej faid^ he had Iifi»d 
his hand againft the king's facred perfoni 

* which Was death by the laws of Deninark. 
B^His lawyer, I am tcM/ made ^i^ ei^c^ 
lemi defei^e for hliat and ^ry for^dbly 
remadsed the effential ditfereood tterwMQ 

^afiauMfig tilt ibverdgn, imd *oiily defend- 

' of out formcir motiarchs ^ faid he^ (Ohtdf^ 
' tian the Vth) was ufcd frequently to un- 
^ bend himfdlf) among: hib nobles t mi diefd 

* (xxd&ms^ it was 'bio cilfliom to fay^ 
*♦ Tbor:kipg;i is a6b at hoiriei'* \ AH : «hc 

* ^'toottiers then bdlaved mitk ihotatiaa, 
^ frdddibtfi' and fafl^ifiatityi tmre^r^lned'by 

* the royUl pr^iAce^' - Wh«tf he ehttfe to 

* ifeYumd' his kirtgl/'^iaigliityy fee '^€M^ 
*^ t%e • kirtg is agaift at hotwei" Bat 
*-Wb*tj ald«dheV fttuft we dd no?W| whdn 

* the king is flcrer « home ?^-^Th?s ftoms 
MoV6 like the fixMtch'bf im. Ehglifkman 

Ed than 
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than a Dane, and breathes a manly and, 
unfettered fpifit« 

The Ikulls and bones of thefe unhappy 

' ' * ' ' ' ' . ' 

men are yet expofed on wheels, about a , 
Qiile and a half out of town : I have 
viewed them with mingled commifera- 
tlon and horror. They hold up an . aw« 
ful ilnd afFeding leiTon for future ftatef- 
men. , 


I h^ve been affured that Struenfee re» 
iigncd himfelf to his own fentence with- 
out murmuring, or attempting to depre-^ 
cate the blow; but that he exprefled the, 
utpioft pity and abhorretnce at the fla- 
grant; injuftice committed in fentejiciog 
Count Brandt to the fame death. Th^ 
have portraits pf Struqnfee in all the 
ihops, with this motto round them:-— 
Mala mult a Struens-Je ipfum perdidit. You 
fee it is a miferable ^oit of pun upon his 

namer 
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flame. Yet, in defiance of all the calum- 
nies of a triumphant party, the terrors of a 
deipotic government/ and the natural re-. 
Icrve among the people, there are, even 
here, who' dare to fpeak,. though ambi- 
guouily, their genuine fentiments. * Sir,* 
faid a man of fenfe and honor to me, a 
few days fince, * between ourfelves, all 

* is not as it fhould be ; we liave at prefent 
^ neither king nor minifter : an imbecility, 
' mingled with diforder, charaderizes our 

* government : the eiFcds are too vifible : 
^ the blue and white ribbons are profti- 

^ tuted, and contemptible. The finances 

. . ' "• • ' ' 

* are in a worfe ftate than when Struenfee 

* found them : the army devour us. In 

* Norway, affairs are yet worfe : the king is 
'^unpopular there, and fo little is his autho- 

* rity refpe€led, that the Norwegians have 

* refufed, and ftill refufe, to pay the capita- 

» . . . 

* tion tax, nor can it be levied among 
' them/ I have not amplified or exagge- 

E 3 rated 


I 54 1 

lated m thiy pi<5fcpre^ which I really bdievtt 
1^ too juft in moft c^ tbe particvUr;^ Tbo 
liiog hs^s certainly AifFered much in his 
iuteljedu^l capacity, and they ma|(e ¥^]l^ 
Jittlp fcruplc ifi general to own it. H«i. 
can play^ indeedj^ gt cards s he can d»nc$t 
or go to aa oper^ j but he is donbtlers ta 
a ftate of debility, which difqnaUfies bin) 
ifor the conducing or fuperintending af^ 
fairs of national, ipiport^ and public confe* 
quence : thefp af e . left (o the miniilers^ 
who tread very c^utioufly, and will not 
prefently profpcptc Stru?nfce'§ patriotic 
tneafures. His fall is too rpc^i\U nQr 
have his bones yet returned to their pa-f 
rent earth^. There is a vacuity ih his af- 
pe£t, which is flrgngly marked ; and he is 
tnuch palqr and thinner, than when yoi; 
rprpember hixr^ on his tour in. England, 
The (jijeen dowager and Prince Fredecio 
live in the palace witi) hin^, and accom^ 
vany kiin^ h^e l^is Ihadoi^, wherever 1^ 

, ' moves, 


moves* Thcprfhcc has received no other 
mark of bounty from* nature, or fortune, , . 
Aan royal birth. He is very much de- 
formed, and khis perfonal imperfoiftfoii 
hks gained hini the appellation of Richard 
the Hid, among thofe who do not love the 
court, though it doubtlefs originated a- 
mong the Englifh. 

They hav^e a Danifh qomedy here twice 
z week, and an Italian opera in the king's 
own opera houfe in the palace every Sa- 
turday,' but I neither admire their lingers 

4 • 

or dancers^ 

I have not faid a word to you in this 
letter of my fair Norwegian* She has loft 
her father fince I wrote laft, and I faw her 
hot fpr two days, which (he dedicated to 
his memory in retirement. ;Shc then 
burflt upon me in all the. ^lancholy 
jjpiendor of mourning, her eyes red with 

E 4 weeping. 


vroqpingt. aadlier beauty, ii^gbtenad % 

her drefs. Was I to be much k>e^«r ict 
quaintcd with her, 1 fhould make a very 
rapid progrefss I bfclievc, in Danifb* My 

^eart has dooe it already, Ejcc^pt thiy 

t 

bumble fair one» I have not feea above 
thr^e or four very handfonxe or very clc^ 
gant women in Copenhagen. Perhap I 
may be too premature in my determination, 
bat I do not think them. In general, to be 
compared for lovelineia with our tmn 
women. I have heard this court likewiie 
decried as very profligatey and very licen- 
tious. It may be fo, for any thitig I cari 
fay to the contrary ; but upon tny word, 
th^re are no fymptoms of it vifible, The 
king, though in the bloom of youth, and 
without a wife, lives as continent as Jo-^ 
feph Andrews ; and as to Prince Frederic^ 
pature, it is faid, has very, compleatly dift 
qualified him for affairs of gallantry, I( 
. inuft be CQnfefTed at the fame time, that 

7 - ^e 


v|&e: king aAed very di fliacuily only » fevr 
yaanago. 


ft ' 


1 ibalL go to-morrow moming in a 

Iwtgt ptrty to the town of Malmoe in 

yfiweden : itisr four leagues diftant^ on the 

oppofite coaft. The weather, which has 

beoi fine thdb three days, and radier re« 

(kmhkd fununer than ipring, has put on a 

different afpe^ to-»night, and threatens 

.run* |f foi we ihall delay it till Friday, 

95 there will be a Mpar^ at the palace on 

Thiiriday, . where I purpofe to be pre^ 

knt. On Suoday next I ihall let out on 

9 (our to the palaces. Mean while I dif-* 

p^ch this letter by the poft, which gdes 

for ^nglajpd this, evenixig* Adieu I 

f J »ro ever 
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LETTER V. 

. Cc^fcnhtge©, Satvd*y» 7* May, 1774, 

I Went through the royal cabinet or 
. Museum y^fterday morniDgr accom<* 
panied by Mk)ii£[eur Spengler. 7 This col«- 
kdlion is very large» and extends through 
all the vegetabie> n)ineraU and metallic 
worlds, as well as the finer arts. Iti^ 
more indebted to Frederic the IVth> than 
to any other fovereign. Brery nation has 
produced her heroes and her patriots, on 
whom hiftory delights to dwell. Some coun- 
tries are, however, more fruitful in great 
and fublinoe fpirits, than others. In Den- 
mark, they have had very few to grace 
their annals. Sweden can boafl her two 
Guflavus's, the firft and fecond ; nor are 
her Chriftina« or her Charles, unknown 

to 


_i 
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to £ime« In what country^ is not the 
name of Peter celebrated/ the greateft le« 
giflator that modern times have ieen? 
But here the fun of genius has not yet 
blazed from a throne, and (hed a tem- 
porary luflre on the furrdunding darknefa. 
There arc> however, two favorite rao- 
narchs of Danifh ftory, whofc memories 
are revered, ind whole golden days are* 
frequently recalled with a figh. The firft 
of the£e was Chnftian the IVth, who was 
the opponent and competitor of Guftavus' 
Adolphus, but with far inferior fame. 
The laft was Fitderip the IVth. This 
prince loved the arts, and attached from 
that principle to the land where they 
feemcd to hover and refide, he made two 
vifits to Italy ; one previous to his afcending 
the throne, and one after it. As Chriftian 
the IVth is ufually depi(ftured on canvas 
or tapeftry clad in armour, and holding 
a javelin in his hand, fo this latter fbve- 

rcign 
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reign appears the patr<Ki of finence, and^ 
the friend of the elegant and fofter occu-^ 
patjions. I cannot omit to mention cnt- 

aftion, however incredible, weU aiuhenti"^ 

» 

cated of him^ whfcch difplays a noble mm* 
lUfkence of temper. During a carnival 

« 

at Venice, he reiided in that city, and in 
one evening . is faid to have won at the 
card-table, a bank worth 200,000 ze*^ 
chins, or nearly ioo,oooL fterling, which 
he imniediatelyprefented to a noble Ve- 
netian lady, in whofe honfe this happened, 
and whofe whole fortunes were involved 
in this prodigious game of chance. They 
fhowed me at the Rofembourg palace, the 
drefs in which he was habited, when he 
did this gallant adtion. It was that of a 
pilgrim, all the company being in maf(jue. 


} 


They now keep among the greateft and 
moft valuable curiofities, the chair in 
which Tychp Brah^ was ufed to fit, 

when 
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\YhAa he wMdt his aftronofmcal obferva-i 
tion9 at^ Uranibourg. The wood which 
compofei it» is held in reverence, and pre-* 
fenred with the ^moft care, as baviti^ 
belonged to fo.great a man. Thus it ever 
happens! I need not remind you, diat the 
aftronomer himfelf was driven from his 
native country by fadion and malevo«> 
lencei Qr that he died at Prague, in the 
court,.! and uoder the protedaon, of the 
Emperor Rodolphus^ who Sheltered this 
iUuibrious fugitive, and afforded him an . 
afylum^ . It reminds one of Dr. J<^n- 
fton'6 linef^ £7 often quoted oa fimilar oc* 
cafions. 


*^ See nations flbwly wife^ and meanly 

juft, 

< 

To bury'd merit raife the tardy buft!" 


The cqlle^ion of paintings in the roytil 
Murseupi is very large ; and though it 

confifls 
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confilb moitiy of FlemKh and Cefmail 
pieces^ jct there are fqme few beaudful 
originals of Guido^ Titian^ Aogdoi and 
even of Raphael's band* Oar own 
Charles the Ift by Vandyke^ and hit 
ions by Kneller, hold a . diftiagQi(he(t 
place* They were^ yoti know, by the mo- 
thtr's^ei of Damfli extra(f)ston. Theii" owrt 
painters or fculptors (carce appear in this 
ntunerous aflemtbiage* There are^ how-* 
evdr^ feme paindnrgs, chiefly bsftorlcaU by 
Charles Dremander a Ddne> not iQ exe*^ 
cQted* Among thefe is one of the fa« 
moos Margaret de Waldemai^^ wlio uni^* 
ted in her perfon the three kingdoms oi 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, receiv* 
ihg the homage^of this latter from it'^ ftf* 
vereign* 


•" I 


I have never yet faid a word relative ta 
the palace itfeK^y of which the whole ftJlu- 
fa^um conftitutes only a very fmall parti 

II 
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If was bi«U by the jf dent-king's gc9^4^ 
father ChriiUan the Vlthj.and, tliougb 
U^ofl % mijlipos ckf 4#arsi yet thcinr| 
£:pptiou . over ,the gr^nd portal declareSi 
that the fovereign eredted it from the or- 
dinary revenues of the. crown^ ^ithoD^ 
laying any additional taxes or iiqpofts oil 
his fubjp&s. Perhaps it.|s:the only edi-- 
fi^c; of the fame kind in E^mpe^ of which 
this can be ai|irmcd^ It is„of a prodigi-* 
ous fizc i and if I was inclined to find 
fault with it» I fhoulcl fay^ it is too fplen- 
did and too magnificent fo^ a king of 
Denm9xk ; on the fame principle^ ajs fo- 
reigners confiantly r.emark, that- the par% 
laces in Engjland are far beneath the dig« 
nity and greatppfs of thfe Britifh emj)ire,. 
I have only £een a few of the apartments 
of ftate, the far greater part of the internal 
• flrudlure being never fhewn^ while the 
royal family refide in town. One of 
thefe is very remarkable, and may be pro- 
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|>erly cafied the chamber of kings, as k 

* 

CDOtaios no other paintings eitcept the 
portraits of all the prefitnt reigning mo-- 
narchs throughout Europe. Thefe have 
been^ prefent^d by the refpi^ive fotre- 
reigns. I could not but fmile at the dtf** 
ferent manner in which' they haVe been 
pleaied to habit themfelves. The king 
of Pruiiia^ who has fpent his life amid 
^amps and armies, and has oftener flept 
in a uniform than a coat of velvet, has 
modeiUy drefled himfelf in a plain blue 
fuit of cloaths, and the vizor peeps out at 
one corner of the piece juft to mark the 
warrior ; while Charles the Hid of Spain, 
who has fcarce ever heard the clafh of 
arms, '^ nor the divifion of a battle 
knows more than a fpinfter," has arrayed 
himfelf in compleat armour, and frowns 
dreadful from the canvas. This ridicu- 
lous oftenfation of war only exckes 
laughter, and ilands finely oppofed to the 

modcfl: 


ikbAeSt portr^t of ii|idiKfe» who mi^ 

"wltblb mtich propriety haveimr^AedJuafr- 
kM mdth mtlitaiy trophiesi 

• • • . • 
I went kft Wcdnefday; in Ule pifty I 

inentionedj to Malmoe in Sweden : in* 
Head of fout'leaguies; the dtftance is near 
dooble^ add I am per foaded the paflage is, 
at leaft, as broad as' from Dover to Calais. 
We W€Kf hovref tr^ favored bjr the wind^ 
-aod got back again td Copenhagen about 
tea o'clock at night; It is a poor tQwn, 
thoi^h fortififed, and we procured with 
difficulty a miferable dinner at a wretch- 
ed inn.---I muft carry every thing with 
me in the carriage^ I am tdd; in my in- 
teiMJled journey by land from hence to 
^tockhoUnj as not any thing is to be pro- 
cored in many^ of th^ villagesi I have, 
however, fome. difficult to conceive any 
cocijptry (o very bad^ and do ntft doubt the 
Danes exaggerate notatters^ ^ We vv^re 

F very 


very ill repaid At Mtlmoe for ottr trouble 
io vlfiting it. 'Except the body of ^a 
monk, who was imniiired in the wall of 
the great church, I faw not any thing cu- 
rious. Tradition fays, this wretch Uved 
nine days, as they fed him throogh a hole 
with eggs, and that his puniihaxent was 
infiidled for adultery^ 

r 

I cannot fay I an charmed with Ais 

metropolis, or ifind touch to admire in it. 

To-hiorrow I let out for the country, to 

''view the palaces, aAd (han*t return till 

WedAefd ay probably. I intend only to 

remain here a day or two afterwards^ tod 

then begin my i^ut through Sweden^ 

The coldrtef^— not to 'give it a harfiier 

; natne^^with which an Englishman* is re* 

gardadat pref(^ in this court, is an addi* 

• • • 

tiohal motive to accelerate my departure. 

In Stockholm and I^^tej;fbourg,^ We. ai^, 

lapprehend^ regar^dwith very dffl%»'ent 

/ 5 ' - eyes. 
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tye& Pray, <i$ it not fomewl^tt Bngiflkr, 
thae neitber the Dahifli or Eogl^ envoys 
*flrfe at prefcot in their re(pe<ftive dc^t^ 
tnents? ^Mr« Wtbodford.Iias beeniniLon- 
4iKiAitui months, and I faw the Barpn de 

to 

IXfcden in the drawing room here Isft 
' Monday. /It has an odd appearance, and 
federal of the Danes 'have lemarked it to 
me, and aikad the re^ondf it. I aflure 
them, lam totally ignorant, and knov/ 
Mdriiing. 

' The king was prefcftt at ihe iahparJ 
lift Tb^^fdlay,- .and danced minuets' ^atnd 
country dances a^ uAial; in tbete, he ex- 
cels. .He ^terwards played at cards till 
two o'clock, when he retired, and the 
company leparated. This is the laft, I 
am informed, which will he given this 
feafon, as ^e fummer now approaches, 

and the court will foon go into the coun-- 
try* , 

F 2 One 
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^ One may with juftlce remark^ that 
there is hardly any intermediate feafon 
here between winter and fummer. Eight 
days ago^ the former predominated ; and 
now» fo rapid is the alteration^ the leaves 
are all out> and the weather during tli^ 
day is extreamly warm. This iadden 
change is by no means fo grateful as our 
more flow and progreffive one^ 

» 
I (hall referve this letter till I rettirni 

from my intended tour : I promife my^ 
felf a Very agreeable one, as we are two 
coaches, and a large party. I am goin^ 
now to the Italian opera. ' 

So fatewel I 


IRe« 
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-Thpfflfqri izthMajy 1774* . 

¥ Returned yefterday from my tour 
through the northern' part of Zealand^ 
aiid muft own I have received great plea* 
fure in this little excurfion.' Our firft 
ftage viras to Roikild^ whi£h is four Da- 
{^Kb^ or fixteen Engli(h miles from Co- 
penhagen« It is one of the moft antient 
{4aces on the ifland^ and is faid to 

■ 

have been a coniiderable city feveral cen- 
turies before the prefent metropolis had 
any exiftence. This capital owed it's 
commencement, like Venice, to a few 
fifhermen, who ereded their huts on the 
&a fhore, and finding it convenient for 
traffick^ gave it the name it now bears of 
jECiobenhaven, or merchants haven. The 

pnly remaining mark of the royal refi- 

F 3 dcnc9 


dence which kolkild yet rtt^ins, is, thit 
of the burial o( the kings. From the 
moft remote antiquity, the fovcreigns of 
Deilrhai^ have'Beeri' interred in the cathe^ 

dral, I fpent two or three hours among 

i, «." , ' • • ■ ^ 

the tombs and coifrers in which repofe 

' », - • 

their remains. The vaults tinder the 
church are very numerous, and the ground 
is covered with the coffins of kings, 
queens, and princes, who, though born 

■ • * « A ■ • ^ 

in different cei\tiiries, are all now collefled 

, » • . . >. - , . . . ^ 

together, and placed in the fame gloomy 
chan;ibers, with no other attendants thaa 
iilence and darkn^s. The fplendor which 

accompanies thofe of exalted birth, even 

* ' «, 

after de^th, is in many of thefe almoft va« 
niflied, and time has deftroyed the gold 
and velvet which originally marked their 
dignity. , 


I enquired for the celebrated Marga- 
ret de Waldemar, to whom hiftory has 

m 

given 
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l^yen the epithet of the SemiFamn ^ 
the Norths and who united under her 
reign all the kingdom^ beneath the polar 
Hey. The man who accompanied u$ over 
the vaults, aiTured me her body was in* 
terred here, and by the light of his caa* 
die, enabled me juft to perceive an iron- ' 
door, all accefs ta which was blocked up 
by intervening qo^rs of monvchs her 
fu^eflbrs. ^^ Within that door,'* faid 
lie« ** ie ^Miother vault, where rejfts the 

r 

qu^en you enq^uire for. You can fee no 
marc" In fuch a fituation, it was impo^ 
iible not to be impreifed with that fub- 
lim^ and awful melancholy, w]^^ch fcenes 
of this nature are peculiarly calculated to 

« 

produce. The chilly and-unwholefome 
dampnefs of the air, the mournful light 
produced by a folitary taper intruding on 
theiSb abodes of darknefs, the numerous 
dead arranged . fide by fide, and marked 
with crowns to denote their departed 

F 4 gran- 
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ttmpm^ry (o^emni^ diegajteft teifipeo^ 
I foQiHijf ib> 4nd retiirnoi with pUsdtm^ 
Jrom fuch a furvcy, to the upper air and 
dbcarful day. . . 


I • * 




Here, ih one. of the chapels^ arc tu^< 
of the-moft magnjficeiit monunients Tii^ 
Europe: they were made in Italy,, by odder 
of Chriftian the IVth, and are ered^ed la^ 
the memory of hia'father and grandiath^^^ 
Frederic the lid and Chriftian the lIIcT. 
Thojfe of Francis the firft and* Louis the 
Xllth, in the Abbey of St. Dennis^ artt. 
'not equal in beauty to thefe^ which are 
mafter-pieces of fculpture. Round thp^ 
tomb of Frederic the J Id, all the qvenls: 
and warlike achievement^ which markd$i; 
his reign> are exqaifitdydefigneid ia baa 
relief. I. could not but remark thiic. 
Chriilian the IVth« who ereded that«« 


f w 1 

niQtt^ty4 JbaiB;fjst{f£qpiv)ed:iib:Aidi)lm»^ 
tfitwyi tributpiffxmi hifr poftqrity^ norinf: 

Befides xhota two laft mei^tioiiedi tWft 
are four othfsrs lately brought here, of twq 
Utof DtfLnjfil <&viereig^$ «Dd thctf queens. 
^Jliqffi ar0ifi<i8C 1^ tbo cdebrated WiedV 
iv«lfe:a qa^ercf this cotmtrjiE, who knocstr 
plwre.:; I ihaUr |i«yc occafion: to mentkui 
|i4n*^Q:M X9tt ligr aod by4 


W§;,4wvp jwiJtpty cnil€6 from JRo&iia 
to fee a fei^bdc^ for cannon, begun by. 
tim late king, and called foDOi his name ' 
Ffeddric -i^ Work,. This the Danes «xpa^ ' 
tkit^op as the moft extenfive and ado- ' 
didiii^ und^taking in Europie, both as to 
lAiUtyand curiolky. I went over, every 
part of it, and muft own it by no means • 
impn^^id me with toy fen&tioris of woh'^ 

dcr 
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d«P or pleaTurei They may^ mike very> 
gMd^ cannon, and- other warlike ftorar 
«*ft in iron, the work being exteeding^ 
large, but it i& (^rtainly no fbch extraor^ 
dinary produdfcion, either of genius or 
mag*ificenc€> a&^tbey efteem ii. 

. The pahure of Frederiekiboarg i« only tb« 
boBt^fiveer fix^miiesdiftancfitoin^his^foiKv- 
dery. ' It is a very lafgei chateau, cnoated 
soiEEnl widi a^tdpk dttcbi and calculawid^ 
like all the mtieiui refiiieri<e6 of prindesi 
for defence againft an enemy. It was 
built by Oiriftian the IVth, and, accord- 
ing to the arcbiteftwe of the tJraes, par* 
takes of the Greek and Qothic 9cf^. 
In die front of the grand quadrangle, ap- 
pear Tafcan and Doric pillars, and on tke 
funmit of the building are fpire); and tur^ 
^ rets. It is at prefent very liule viiited by 
Ods^ kings, and his prefent majefty cvep 
dtered the ceremony of .the corooatioa^ 

which 


I 
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wffteh'Wa^ si^jny^ perfornmi^ ai tins pa«^ 
kcc by his* predecefibrs. He was, crowned 
kr Copenhagen r the expeaice^ and unfit«»^ 
ntsfs of the apartments at prefent for the 
nception of the nobility and court, were 
die reafons affigned fcM: this choice. 
Some of the rooms are very fplendid; 
(hough fdrniihed in the antique taile. 
The knights hal! is of a great lengtfb. 
The fapiftry reprefents the wars of Den«- 
irark» and the cicltng is one of the moft 
xbinute and labored peiformances of fculp- 
4ure I ever faw. The chimney-piece wai 
6nce entirely covered with plates of filver^ 
richly ornamented ; but the 3 w^des^ who 
have often landed on this iflaad, . and even 
befxeged . the capital, tore thena all away, 
and rified the palace, notwithftan ding its 
triple moat and formidable appearance. 
The prefent banifhed Queen Matilda 
fpent much of her time at thi« plaee» 
during the king's tour through Europe* 

It 


\ 
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^ It is a beautiful ride tfarough tke )K>jra] 
iV4)ods from lience. to Fredingborg. Thisp 
^s the favorite rviideqce of the late Kyng; 
Frederic^ who fpent the great<sr part of 
bis time here during the latter years o£ 
las life» in a kind pf fecluiion fronx fail 
Qourt and people* The Danes universe 
&lly agree in faying, that he was gene^^ 
(ous, compafnon^te^ mile) and virtuous ; 
bis heart was full of hunianity^ and hfi 
\fz% infinitely beloved by his fubje&^i tiJJ^ 
hd unhappily contracted a fatal paifioA for; 
wine» which incapacitcd hiiA fpr ^voi^ j^ 

■ 

pqblic concern \ and brought him to ai^ 
untimely death.— ?The palace is fmallj^ 
but the garden? arc Is^id opt very prct^iljf^ 
are adorned with a number qf A^tues douQ 
by Wiedwclt, the Rubiliac of Denmark^ 
The furrounding country too is very fipei^ 
ipd there is an air of fequeflration and rcn 
(irement fpread through th^ w^ole, whicj} 
higljly pleafe^ . ^ 

I hay? 
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i I hay« yet one more padtce to carry $qvl 
ovcTt and thea will quit Ac dwd^ttigs 
of princes, and return to humbler li£% 
This 18 Herdhoktt, the moft magnificenf 
and ipacious of any built by Chriftian thc^ 
Vltlw It was the favorite refidence of 
the court during the Queen Matilda'^ 
ftay; and the man who fhewed us the 
apartments, did not omit to mention the 
names of Straenfee and Brandt, or to fliew 
mtf the chamber in which the unhappy 
atcident happened, when the latter ftrudk 
€m icing, and paid for it with his life. 

However dreary and comfortlefs the 
ifland of Zealand may be in the win-* 
ter, when covered widi fnow, , it exhi* 
bits at this feafon of the year a moft 
pleating afped« It is flat every where, 
but covered with corn, or woods, anfl 
cultivated with great induftry* I mor6 
than OQce thought myfelf on fome of the 

Wiltihit* 
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WIIf(Klre or Hainp(bi(« -IXsvtms, ^y iht 

gteat number df tumuli ibatieertNl oa all 

* fides. Thefe exadly refcmble in fize and 

fippeanate thofe jn England, and arb 

pr6baMy ttnrieot Saxon fepUldiffcs. ^I en» 

quired '^ any €f 'them had betn (^ncd By 

ctirious 'Antiquarians, as many of onra 

have been ; but they only ftared in 0^« 

fwer 4o Aiy queftion. Here are no *Ehr» 

fitttkelys, to invefiigate the monuments of 

piej^ or magnificence, left by our.aneeiV 

4or8iI. I obfenred Jikevi^iie fev^eral collect 

tionS'Of ilones in a circular fQr0>^\^fQme 4£ 

which are very large, and reminded me^ 

«f iStonehenge, 'though much ^aUer. A-« 

4x»it thefe Jikevriiib. they .are. . totally jgAkH 

i»ot ; ^and - it .would only '!» \oA\^mp ttn 

;atMmpt'to gaia^ny- accms&tiof their lorih 

^in^br opckftrudion * fram the peqple^who 

^ve near^keiti. 
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• ^I fcannot help jiiet)tipiiiiig-ta^3Hioita 

•IWely^ defcription, which a gentleman, re- 
markable 
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markaible lor his ^t^ [gave me of Ze^tii, 

tpot^ aftep my archial. I dined with liitq^ 
and among: other qncitioiis natural to«- 
.ilranger, I a^flced hio), if tho: oountry was 
pleaian t and agreeable. His anfwer yifas 
ihort, but very fulL I i))aU give it you |q 
. French^ as it was faid, without traoi}atii|g 
• it.. ** Monfieur^ il riy a fur cetteJJUs pi 
monti^ne ni, riviere ; mats pour des lacf^ 
grace a Dieu, il y en qffezJ' This is as 
juft, as.it if JLoen ; and I had often occa-* 
fion to recoUedi the esiprp^on during niy 
late tour. 

The weather is at present very>wftr^» 
4odI promife myfelf an agfeeabk J0Ui»i«y 
^((hfoirgh Sweden^in defiance of bad iofis> 
and every inconvenience liam difcaleaed 
with* The feafon is, indeedv uncom* 
monly fak^oraUe. Ooly^ tbcwi tyears xagOt 
they were yet buried in ali.theiiorrors of 
,!mvtttt^ at this . very tinie^ acoompanied 

with 


r 
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ipt^ A deartk cf prdvifioiM MAH i^- 
proacbed to a famine* CtrtiagM imI 
horfiss loaded wiih wood cmat over ffoai 
Sweden on die ice^ and ^etlirnedf gaiii» lit 
the end of Aprih* It was the 6th of 
Mayy when four Englifh veflele broke tfp 
the ice, and entered the port of Copen* 
hagen, which could hardly have fufiered 
greater hardfhips from the cldfeft fiege by 
an enemy, than it had- done by the incle- 
mency of the weather. It was midfum^ 
mer before the leaves appeared on the 
trees, or fummer changed the afped tf 
nature. I muft own, the relation of tta^ 
fads reconciles one to England with all its 
fogs and changes of climate^ which, coA^ 
pared widi thefe inhofpitable eountries, 
appear as trifles. 

I am much preflfed by my friends httt, 
to protrad my departure for Stockholm 
a few days longen If I obeyed the im« 

pulfe 
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p&Bs of my heart, I fhould ixioft r«adiiy 
CMRfrfy wild their requeft ; but as I in<t 
maiyetto^t P«teribarg and Mbrcov^ 
Attiittg-che-ftiaiiher) befides dte laft m«ii^ 

ft 

iioottd capital^ I am proof to any foltci^ 
tations of ^ienilfhip | and as to more foft 
and tender tjes^ they afe broken and dif- 

4 

fohred. My fair Norwegian is no longer 
herer to fa&inate me with her muiic^ and 
break my reiblotiona by the magic of her 
'' tyes^ She left Copenhagen the day be- 
fore I {ht oat for the palaces^ and is gone 
tb TC&At in a diftaht part of Zealand^ 
where I ihall never find, her more. I had 
not even the wretched coniblation to takioi 
her in iny arms^ and bid her a laft adieu; 
and I have now only to endeavor to erafi 
her image from my heart; 

On Sunday mornings at latefii I pur« 
pdfe to fet out for Elfinoor^ where I ftiall 
clofs thcSound to Helfimborg in Sweden^ 

6 lihall 
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t fhall b^ fix or ieven days frpm ^hf qce td 

th? qiQifQpolis, W I iflteod fVifq^wg U»^ 
furely* I (hftU fcar^e bfvc I^q^^ % mon^, 
in Copwh^n wheq | laava it, asd yM Z 
have ve^ cowpkady vwwe4 cvory qhjp^^ 
worthy a travcikr'a attcutipn. Whft^ 
ideas I hs^ve tranfinitud' of tl^pa toyqun 
I know not« I wifh to 4muib yon } sui4 
as charity covers a muUituc^e of fiias» fo 
friendship cap hide a multitude Qf faults ; 
I repofe an unboundod confidence ia^ 
your's. My next will probably he fVom 
Stockholm. Mean whilp I remain^ 


Tour moft afitdtionate, 8cc. 
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lonkioping, Wednefddy Night, iSdiMay, ^77^ 

I write to yx)u 9t prdfenC from a little 
town in tJw bcait of Sweden^ wbenr 
I 2XTxnd thi3 ooniing» after a three days 
moil diiia^oeabrp jgarnejr* M tny ilay 
Jbere allows me aa hour or two of leifure^ 
X dedicate th^m to you^ and fhall givd 
^oil fo$>6 paiticialars of my routi ag thejf 
occurs without ftudying corredfcaefs oi 
{>recifionA 

I left CopetibagcQ^ at 1 purpofedi^ 
iaft Saturday mof jiingi and reached £1^ 
finopr.at nodp. I coi»ld not help ftop-' 
piag o& the road for a ieW miButeff at the 
viU^ of Nf vad^ to fee the celebrated fpot^ 
fn Vfh\fih Gbarksr the Xllth of Sweden 

G a landed^ 
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lianded. The Danes oppofed his defcenf/ 
and ereded a battery of twelve cannon for 
that purpofe j but the young warrior, who 
was at that time, if I recpUeSE right, only 
jQxteen years old, drove them from their en-*, 
trenchments, and was himfelf among the 
firfliof thofe who leaped from the boats on 
fhore. Is it not my Lady Montague, who 
remarks in one of her letters, . that great 
events, ot adions, flamp a veneration oa 
the fpot where they were performed, and 
imprefs the fpetftator with lively ienti^, 
ments of pleafure ihany ^es after ? I had 
occafion to remember this obfervation, 
while I Aood upon the battery, the embra* 
fures of which are now almofl: grown up 
to a level with the reft of the turf, and 
which will fcarce exhibit, in another cen^ 
tury, any traces of this engagement* It 
was a beautiful day, and I could not refift 
the united attradions of Mrs. Fenwick and 
Elfinoor^ the former of which requefted; 
1 . and 
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and the latter demanded my flay till Sunday* 
Whether I was more influenced by the 
charms of the woman, than of the place, 
is a lecret which I ihall not unfold ; but 
if you can draw any dc;dudions on either 
fide from your knowledge of my heart, 
ybu are at full liberty. This lady, whom 
I believe I mentioned to you before, is a 
native of Archangel in^Ruflia, znd is an 
eminent proof that thofe frozen countries 
can produce minds as highly tempered, 
and as exquifitely fafhioned, as the moft 
happy and genial foils.-^— But whither am 
J funning ? I had forgot lam to give you 
a defcription of my journey, and not apico 
tiire of a lady, Let us go on I 

I crofTed the celebrated paffage of the 
Sound next morning, though it . blew 
very frefh* We, were over in littlq 
more than, half an hour. At Helfim^ 
borgi where I entered the Swedifh do-*' 

G 7 minions^ 




{ 86 ;] 

]liitiioii3» J bad the jdeaAiro id view* 
iiig the bewtiful Isthdfc^Q rcrWarlilda 
mrbich I had feeo the preceding crraiAg 
j^om the iiknd of Zeaknd. Wluoh 
of the two is z&mMy tbe iHaft charms 
ing, I leave coonoifiburs to dctermiae. 
I ini>it confefs I liked the riew from 

/ r 

Elfinoor infinitely beyond the other* {q 
the firft, Mfs^ Fenwidi; foroied ihc prin^ 
dpsil ^uro in (he fort^gi^iMid of ibe 
pif ee J but £rom the tower of Helimborga 
J could h^ardly with my glais diilibguiih 
the hoi&fe in whi«:kihe refided^ Can yoi) 
wonder at my preference ? 

I drove twenty miles in^ the aftttN 
noon, and was then obliged by the ap^ 
proaeh of nighty and the want of her* 
fes,^ to flop at a miferable little inn^ <3t 
father cabin, where I could procure no-t 
thing befides milk ; I lay down five hour? 
in rtiy deaths, and got agairj into the carrl- 

aee 
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age af likto c/clock on Mond^ morning. 
Hjkd I underftood property the mmner 
tiff trivtlllng in this country, ^Vhtch is td 
fytii a pfda&nt forward froth every poft- 
'havifii Itf jvdctere horfes in readinefs, J 
flioukl hkwt doobtlefs made a confiderable 
progitfs on my vray ; but as I neglected 
this HQMdtey atepi t wad dbfiged to wait 
«t €9€ty tlMgt afl hb\it or two, \v*hile the 
hot9Si wett brooght from the neighbdrifig 
^fihges. 

ff 

I Was i^ain fbrced to fpend the hight 
in a more defolate and dirty hovel 
than the fi^fti where I wrapped lAyfelf in 
tnfgfiSLi coa«, and fiept upon 4 t^ble. In 
tht wdtAitigi when I continued my jour* 
fiey^ the whole afped of natufo was 
changed. The fnoW lay upon the ground 
two (tct deep, and the winter feemed to 
have renewed Wi empire over th^fe in- 
hofpitabl^ plains, from whence the fmil- 

C 4 ing 
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i«g month of May cthnM baniih hk^, 
|n the hope of reaching Jonkioping at 
^ight» I iet ottti^ however, in defianoe cf 
^e ific^emencjr of the weather, whidi 
from having been very warm, waa become 
^ a few hours as cold and piercing as ottr 
Decembers, The drivers ieemed totally 
unaffeded by this fuciden alteration, which 
(lid not produce any in their drefa or 
c:loathing; and the peafants, both men ao^ 
^ women, were all bare^footed as bcforq^ 
The (how, however, conspiring with, the 
want pf hpr&Sj^ prevented me &om readi«r 
ing this town, and I remained laft night 
fit a houfe^^ which for horror of fituatiop 
I never remember paralleled* It is quitf 
detached from any village or hamlet, an4 
the fpot on wl^ich it i^ands, is a bare rode 
dcftitute pf any covering or earth, and 
furrounded oq every fide by the deepe^ 
i|VOods it is poflible to. conceive, and in 
^hkh I bad i^ot feen one human creature 

(Of 
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Ik tvro leagocB^ before my arrival. Yrt 
IQ this fitaaUoiij fatigue made me ileep 
wty iband, aod my fervazit by me, tltt 
ibree in the morning, when ; with the re* 
aomof day, I entered my carriage, and left 
ibis m<^ mdapcholy and wretched habita-- 
tittit Had I been in Spain or Portugal, I own 
my fears would have kept me awake, and 
i fbould have recolleded every difmal re- 
cital of murders and aflafQnations, which 
mdeior novels had informed me of; but 
Jicre theie accidents rarely or never hapM. 
f(t9, and oiie mvy travel in perfedt (afety« 

> m 

I got here about ten o'clock this morn- 
ing, and gladly enjoyed a few hours of re^ 
bxation after fo many unpleafing occur- 
rences. It is diffif;ult to give you a pic- 
lure pf the country through which I have 
pafied from Heliimborg, the colours of 
which you will not imagine are heightened 
by fancy or invention. The firft twenty 

miles 
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niBes cttliibited fome few imirkt oi culti* 
TOfion and agricttkore ; and thMg^ thorc 
mas not Ode coiledion of btats or houftt^ 
wkich cottid be dcnominaced ii Tittagei 
ytt^BMtatd cottages^ and a little ^kywod 
Uadf amid an iffimeoie waAcy in£oriiiod 
die ^afiettger that it was new txxally imm*^ 
cupied or uflpeopkdr But air I adranted 
fartber ioto the ProTince of Scabia^ and 
afterwatdi inio that of ScQaland^ e«ca 
tfatffie faint tracfti of hoibao reficknm yw^ 
nilhed* CmvM of fir or afpiA covertfl 
the country; ind in the oowie oi^utf 
miles, I can fafely aflUre you, I faw not a 
hundred people^ and am ten himltfts: 
Tillages there are not any« I have dfovt 
fffom one fbage to another, of twelve or 
fourteen Englifii miles, without meeting 
or feeing a fingle perfon, thoogh I caft 
my eye impaiiendy round on every fide^ 
m hopes to dticern the coumienance of 
man. 

In 
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^ In natiy places tbe firs on either fidt 
fhevoad. formed avenues, a$ noble as thoft 
ivJiich are often plaatcd in the enteraoct 
to pahcM, or noblemen's feats; and 
ttirottgh the vrhole wsis fprpadakind of 
rpde apd gloonay magnificence, whkby iii'» 
peradded to their filence and li^idinefs^ 
very flrongly affiecSbed the mind« Efcn 
the bffds &cm to have abandoned theft 
dMsvy. forefls, and I beard or faw M>ne« 
except woodpeckers, and oovf and then 
Ihe cuckoo, I enquired. »f they did not 
ffibrd refuge to wolves or bears, at thefe 
Animals are comcnonly found in thofe 
countries and places, which want popular 
fion ; but the peafants aiTured nie the for-- 
mer were only in fmall numbers, and rarely 
fttn, ind aff to bcars> there are po* aay* 

This deplorable want of inhabitants is 
Me of the many evils which Charles tho 
JCIJth entailed on his unhappy kingdom, 

I ynchc^kcd 
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Unchecked by the defeat of Pultowa, by 
the lofs of his richeft provinces, and brav-r 
eft fubjeds, his rage for war» heightened 
by pcrfonal antmofity to thtsKing of 
Denmark/ made him ftill exert new ef^ 
fbrts> and make fre(h levies bf foldiery 
from bis bleeding and exhaufted country : 
and though more than half a century has* 
now elapfed fince his death, Sweden has 
by no means recovered herfelf, or repeo^ 
pled her uninhabited plains, 


\ 


The peafants arc civil and humble ta 
obfequioufnefsy grateful for the third part * 
of a halfpenny, and infinitely lefs unciyi«- 
lized and barbarous, than one would ht 
tempted, to fuppofe from the appearance 
of every thing around them^ I faw ^ 
number of very pretty forms among the 
women, who ufed to croud round the car- 
riage at every poft-houfe; and Imuft own 
$hat I diftributed my fchellings more in 

proportioq 
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proportion tpthdr beauty, than their age^ 
iti6rnaities, or poverty^ Such is the in-* 
chantment of ^thi8 captivating endawment, 
that I attempted in vain to refift it's in^ 
floence: my head condemned me,, but my. 
heart counteraded all its • dictates, and 
warped my benevolence in compliance 
with its own feelings. " . ' 


Had I jiot taken the precaution to car--* 
ry wine and provifions with me in the 
chaife, I muft have been almoft ftarved in 
three or four days journey through ^thete 
miferable provinces, where the peafant$ 
are ftrangers to every kind of alimenti 
except bread, and fait pork or fiih. It is, 
indeed, a queflion whether the fqrmer of 
thefe deferves the nam^ of bre»d» as it is 
a compound of rye and oats, of a coIqujc 
approaching to black, and of a tafte which 
you muft be as hungiy as I was to x^^ 
}i(h. I imagine it mud have been fome 

of 
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<^ thit kind# ^hkh thur own Cbtrlts^ i6* 
&id toi haire taftcd, and reniarkad at thtf^ 

fdjQM time to the complaining ibldier whtf 

« 

prdfeoted iti that it was b«d, but it migbt 
be eaten 4 You remember thtf aneedotet M^ 
doubts 


My fervant^ who is a Oeftnan> and htit 
wandered oyer half Europe in various 
fenfices, was quite tited with four days of' 
fuch mxferable accommodation^ ' and tx^ 
claimed in a raptme^ at the fight of tin$ 
place^ that it waa ** k paradu terrefire/^ 
It is, indeed, in itfelf a very neat cotmtry 
town^ and moft delightfully fituated otk 
the lake Veter« I am juft returned front 
looking down from the top of the church 
on itj and the furrounding meadows^ 
which are all cttkirated, and, after the de- 
ferts I hare pafled, are pectiliarly grateful 
jKp the eye. The lake itfelf^ which ta 
near a hundred Engfi(b miles ia lengthy 

extenda 
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extends far bejond the view to the norths 
and refembles rather the fea, than a piece 
of inland water. I coujd add fonae other 
femarits, hM, upon my word» I am too 
much fatigued; and after .my late joqrni^y^ 
and three oights without having pulled 

off my clQaths, a pair ofqleaa iheets has 
ch^ms QQt t4 bfr fefifted. So,, for thfi. 
profeot* wlieii 1 

I (haU cQQtiDue my let;ter from Norko* 
pi^g* or po^bly not till my arrival at 
Stot^qlov, 
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Y Left Jonkiopidg Thurfday momitfg^^ 
after the enjoyment of all that luxury * 
of rcpofe, which can only be plirthaieii Vf^ 
preceding fatigue. My joufney frtlm^ 
thence^ for near thirty miles; lay altfng {K^ 
(hore of the lake Veter, under the hi^ ^ 
mountains which bound it oh the ea(i 
fide. I then entered the province of Eaft* 
Gothland^ and reached the city of Lind-» * 
koping^ which is the capital, the fanftF 
night. I was charmed io find myfelF 
once more in a civilized and inhabiteS^ 

V 

country! every thing had affumed'a^ 

chearful appearance^ and the groves of ftfi 
were fucceeded by a cultivated and itberslf' 
foil, covered with grain^ and exfaibttiiK^^ 
ifiiarlis-of indoilry. 


■^ 
I .* 
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Lfaidkofniig is an inland place^ very , 
uakM, and has nothing to. detain a tra- 
veler, except it's cathedral. It was, 
however^ fo crouded at the time I was 
diere with the Swedifh noblemen and 
their train who were fent to conduA the 
priDcefs of Holftein-Eatin> deiigned for 
Prince Chsgrles his Swedifh majefty's bro« 
tber, that I had no little difficulty to prot- 
egee a bed. ' 


I lay At Norkoping laft night, which 
is only twenty miles diftant from the for- 
mer. It is a very large town, and re- 
markaUe for it's manufadores pf fire- 
an&s, and every fort of military weapons* 
I went over the whole work, accom- 
panied by the landlord of the inn, who 
^okc Italian, zxxd muft cpnfefs, though I 
aa no judge of. thefe fort of fabrics, 
which depend wholly on principles of 
mechanilm, that it appeared to me highly 
to deicrve attention.^ 

r 

H About 
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A^KXtf rfihtr te^N^nocth of iM tmn^ I 

ptifitd: tlib bigh moikfitmns Which fei^if a^ 
Em& CothldDd froOi the provi«kce of . SjSk-^ 
dermank. Here tfai t;oa»try aggc^iQ i^y* 
comes; fockyt barreii> and* woody ^ ^ikt 
flat and fertile fields wiMch I faw yeflsf^ 
day, have been fucceeded hy a oiuph lefr 
pleafiog appearaftce. A icanty foil, Whecc 
indttftry> however indefatigable, can oa^ 
produce a fickly harveft, covers the.bp^MEi 
of a vaft expanfe of rock, v^hich in KDany 
places appears hare and hideous, or onij 
gives birth to a number of firs, which. mn 
up to a vaft faeighth on it's naked furface, 
and fecMi kindly lent by nature to conceal 
in fome degree her penurious and inhoA 
piiaWe tiipftft* ^ 

I ttbw write from a little village abcnrit 
twenty-^feVen miles from Stockholm, and 
as I have ordered faories at three o'clock 
in the moraing^ I hope to reach the capiv. 
tal by^ ten or eleven. 

5 . I ihould 
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> I (hottld adt fofgec to fay, ditft the road 
from Helfiiigbofg to this placd cannot bo 
cActeAtd bf Siny in Europe, that not tx^ 
cepted between Lonclon and ' Bath* It ia 
made by the gbvernment, ad thofe in 
France, and renders travelling very cxpe-* 
ditlous, ^here the relays* of horfes are 

provided by a courier. The horfes arc 
all very fn^all, and> as they harness them 
ftbreaft of each other^ and never drive 
with a fewer number than four; it has 
t^ air of ^ tfiumph^ rather thaa a pofl:« 
cbaiie. 

ft 

My feryant is this moment come to 
inform P^ tbat to-morro^ is the feaft of 
Pentecoft i and fuch is the fervor of religi- 
ous feverity in this kingdom, that the 
JMidJkHrds 00 the road will not difpttch 
ime daring divine fervice^ jior will thfi 
^tes of Stockholm be opened to me, 
ibmld I arrive at them before it is con- 

H a eluded. 
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eluded- There is, howQv^r, ©ne forc- 
reign remedy in dl thefe cafes, which, I 
make bo doubt, is equally efficacious in 
Sweden as in EngUnd : a remedy, whiph 

• • ' 

had it been timely applied by Pope Lecj, 
cvth to the great father of Lutheranifm^ 
before his zeal and his ambition were 
Simulated by oppQiition,. it is more thaA 
probable, would have ilopt his moutKI 
I do not abfolutely and literally mean 
gold, though it is fomewhat nearly fyno- 
nimous. To explain this, you mu(L 
know, that whatever quantity of precious 
metals they have in the metr6polis of ibis 
kingdom, I have not yet feen one hit, 
however fmall, either of gold or filver, in 
my long journey from Helfimborg to this 
palace ; nor have they, I am well aflurcd, 
any fuch commodities in the provio^^es. 
In lieu of thefe two articles generally ufcd 
among us, they have two other fpecies^ 
which fupply their place, namely, copper 

and 


• • » 
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* * * - • ' 

and paper. Their bank-notes are as low 
as one (hilling and uxpence^ and they have 
them of all values, rifing gradually from 
that fum. It is not a little diverting of- 
'ten, when I tender them one of fifty 
tropper dollars, which is adequate to 
1 23. 6d. Englifh, to fee them bring both 
their hands full of copper coins, nor can 
they convert it into current money by any 
other means. ' 


*'l remember to have read, though I 
Wrft cxadlly know where, that the cele- 
brated Corrcgib caught the fever of which 
lie died, by wheeling home in a barrow 
the money he had received in payment 
fbr one of his pieces, in a very hpt day, 
4rom the country, the price having been 
^'I'aid down in copper. Had Corregio been 
a Swede, I ihould not have been furprifed 
at this flory ; and if there were any pain- 
'ters in this country, I fhould think it muft 

H 3 be 
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be 1 very natural and cotfimon death 
among thcmp onleis th^y were fortuAaMr 
enough to procure bank^rmtcs. 

This extreme fcarcity^ or tather this 
abfolute want of all gold and filver» ia 
another evil which originated ffom 
Charles the Xllth's paffion for wan It 
is well known^ that towards the tbA of 
his reign, he obliged his fubjeds to* give 
up all the filver of which they were pof- 
feffed,^ and in its place he returned them 
fmall copper pieces^ which he ordered to 
pafs as filver dollars^ value about I2d; 
each^ throughout his dominions. ThU 
was fiaron Gortz's invention^ to fup^ 
ply the king with money to carry on th6 
war in Norway ; and it coft him his head 
after the death of his mafter. Numbers 

« 

of thefe coins yet remain^ though their 
imaginary value exlfls no longer^ and they 
are reduced to their intrinlic worthy which 

1% 


it ftmralnt left tbaR ft fiictiiin^ 4hree «f 
dkriii cooAitmiiiif a halfpeany^/ ! . I Jb^vo 
eoUoftcd feveral ^f tbexoi as i eanabt bal 
^ cfteem them very curious^ and have no 
doiiibt^ jtBat in tnalhat cmt»ty$ they will 
ht purchafed by Medallifts and Antiqua^ 
nana at a great price^ 

The weather is ftill extreamly coldi 
and I have been this ve^y day in two hard 
ihowecs of haiL There is likewife an 
evident diiSerence between this province, ^ 
and that of Baft Gothland ; in the latter^ ' 
the trees were moftly in leaf, ^whereas here 
the fpring is much more backward^ and in 
fome parts there are fcarce any iigns of it's 
approach. Thefe kingdoms mky well be 
(:alled the domain of winter^ fince he 
reigns here for cine months in full poflef- 
%n> : 

I 

I (ball fend this by the pQft immedi- 
ately on my arrival at Stockholm. You 

H 4 may 
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may exped to hear of ine again in a fe^ 
dzys, when I have recovered the fatigue 
of this long rout. Mean while> I re« 
main> ' 

Tour affectionately devoted. 


t» 
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LETTER VII. 


Stockholm^ Satnrday, 28th May, 1774. 

I continued my journey early next ihorn- > 
ing to this capital. As I approached 
it^ the cbantry appeared more rocky^ 
barren and defert^ and at the diftance of a 
iingle mile from it> one is tempted to fup« 
pofe onefelf in the moft unfrequented and 
defolate wild. Nothing marks the vici- 
nity of a great metropolis. Agriculture 
cannot exert her powers, or labour pro- 
duce harvefts, where nature has denied 

. the means. The eye difcerns nothing on 
every fide except firs and rugged rocks $ 
and it would feem as if famine had here 

^xed her eternal reiidence. 

I entered Stockholm over a floating 
bridge of a very confiderable length acrofs 

the 
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* 

the fVftVi I was^ indeed^ ftopt at tlie* 
gates, accoirding to the predidion i bpc ' 
policy; attd not religion^ w4s the cattfi^i > 
After havitog imdcrgone a i^ery ftrkl 
fcarch, I was permitted to enter the' 
city*. 

r 

' I am lodged at prefent ctefe to the pa- 
lace i and, as my landlord inforais me, 4ii 
the very apartments where his Grace the 
archbifhop of Upfel: rcfided dwing fiit- 
months, previous to the coronatrofi of hib' 
prefent majefty, which ofBcfe he ^performi 
ed. You will perhaps fuppofe from this, 
that they are very elegant ; that the harig- 
ings sire of tapeftry, and the chairs covered 
with velvet. Nothing lefe fo, I aflbrb 
you ! A monk of La Trappe mfght al^ 
moft occupy them without an infringe-- 
ment of his vow of mortification % and,- 
thougjti I pay a ducat. and a half, or 14s. a 
week, I W38 fcarcc ever fo indifferently^ 

lodged 
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lo4ged in any chy of Europe.: The qiu^* 
luy which iniliK;ed the iM'chbilhop to ^kf 
th6|X)> was, no doubtt thdr oeighboar/^ 
hood ta the palace. It would be diS^r 
cu)t to dUcover any other to reQomD;ieR4 
them, 

ft 

I cannot iay that I have found xnany 
charma as yet in this ci^ ; the court are 
all in the coantryt at their refpedive pa« 
laces^ and there is only pne public diver «- 
fion during the. week^ which is a Swedlih 
op^ra. What, kind of an eatertainment 
thijs isj and how far the language is capar- 
ble of mufiical beauty^ I am nx>t yet a. 
jtidge» as there ^as no reprcfentation h& 
Thurfiiayt which is the night when they 
ufually perform* For wa^t^.therefore^ of 
other ayoc^tion^ I have wandered over 
evtery part of the metropolist and taken 
d4fierent views of it from, the ntfioaroiis 
emineaciQS Vfhkh forrouad it. .You 

poflibly 


fbfiSfbly accufe me of preiumption when 
I affcrt/thdfaTmoft in every point of view; 
the fituation of Stockholm is injudicious 
khd' improper for the capital of the kihg- 
idom. Policy, plenty/ and commerce, 

* 

feem all to didtate another part of Sweden 
^8 much more eligible. Permit me to juf- 
tify my opinion by a few remarks. 


• The inhabitants themftlves affure me, 
that the place owed it's original, only 
about three centuries ago, to ah accidentd 
contingency. The viceroy, who at that 
time governed thctrountry under Chriftian 
the lid of Denmark, determined to founid 
•ia city, and inflead of fixing on a proptr 
'ipot for the execution of his plan, he 

very wifely (et a large piece of wood i- 

^oat down the Mder Lake, and reibtv^d 

.that a« whatever place it (hould ftdp, 

' there to build his projected town . A fmall 

.ifltad. arretted the' ftick m it's progrefe, 

f ' and 
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^nd the name of Stockholm is fa^dto htva 
bpen.given iti^rom this <:ircu(nftance« ( 

I was (hewn the ex2L& poirU of land 
where traditioD fays it happeoed, ai)d 
where the firft buildings of the city were 
created. Howcycr this be, it was Jbardly 
poflible to have found a more barren de* . 
fert, or a lefs inviting fituation in almbft 
all refpeds. £ven the river has a num* 
ber of inconveniencies, as it winds in a 
;furprifing manner, and having no tides, 
.flups muA have ^ fair wind to reach the 
.to,wn ; and (hould it be contrary, it is atv- 
iblutely impoiSble. If I pointed out that 
.paft of Sweden^ which appears to me 
.^iigned by nature and wiidprn for thd 
^fbuodation of a capital, I (hould mention 
; ,Cfflicrone« It's . centrical fituatioa bil- 
.^W9ctk Copenhagen and Petei^urg; it-s 
vicinity to Pomerania and Germany's 
tbe fertile province of Scanii^ acc6uQted 

ie fineft in Sweden, behind it ; a port 
5 capable 


\ 

I 

capable of containing the ii^hole fleet; 
and in which they are at this time alwtyi 
ftationed; it's climate, more rtilcj and 
fouthem than that of Stockholm byfckne 
degrees : all thefe circumilances feem to 
leave an unprejudiced perfon little room 
to difpute it's more advantageous iitua* 
tion. 

There is fomewhat uncommonly fa* 
vage and inhofpitable in the whole cir- 
cumjacent country here. Even in this loVely 
feafon, when all animate aqd inanimate na«- 
ture wakes from the long flumber of a 
polar winter, every thing is joylefs and uh- 
fertile, and the rays of the fun arc refleded 
from the expanfe of ftone which invefh 
the city round on every fide, and from 
whofe bofom no verdure iprings to regale 
the eye. I repeat inftinftively as I gaze 

* 

around the celebrated lines in Churcbiirs 
Prophecy of Famine, which, however cr- 
^ggerated they may be for the couatry he 

intended 


/ 
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inte&ded to painty are. aloioft (kidly aiKl: 
literally true herei nor am Ifurprifed to find 
a Chriftina. flying from thefe uncivilized 
and unlettered kingdome^ to the abodes of 
art and elegance. 

This kingdom has, hovtrever^ been 
more produdive of immortal and fublime 
fpirits, than all the others of the north • 
I feel myfelf afieded with a reverential 
awe, as I walk -through the church where 
repofe the great names of .Guftavus Adol* 
phu$» of Torflenfon, of Baner, and Charles 
the Xllth. I tread with decent humility 
over the vaults where their bodies are in<- 
^rredy and find a melancholy fatisfadioa 
in furveying the marble raifed to their 
deathlefs fame* 

V 

i have converfed feveral times iince 017 
arrival here with, Swedes on the fubjed of 
t^ vi^ories and death of t^ laft of theif 

heroes. 
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lieroes« They are almoft luumimoiii ift 
the appreheafion, or rather avowaU thtf 
he was put to death by thofe about hioiy 
and did not fall by a (hot from the waHs 
of Fredericihallj as i$ commonly fuppofed. 
As every circumftance relative to the fall 

# 

of fo extraordinary a man interefts ; and 
as there feems grdat reafon to imagine he 
jdid 'not die by the chance of war» you 
wilU I doubt not» forgive me if I am 
fomewhat minute on this article* 


Monfieur Voltaire has taken great, 
pains to prove the contrary^ and to vindi- 
cate the engineer who accompanied him* 
at the time^ from fo foul a fufpicioo, I, 
however, think his reafons very apocry- 
phaU and evdn fome of the fads he re- 
lates, as rather tending to give rife to m 
oppofite conclufion. '* The king," -faya ^ 
he, ^* walked out to view the ftate of the ^ 
^* advances made by his forces : it was . 

** night; 
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^ ftight / Be kneeled down the better f^ 
^^ infpeSt thdm^' and leaned his head oil 
^ hid hands. * In this attitude^ amid the 
^* darkneft, he received a bdl into hid 
^ temple^ and fell on the parapet^ fetch-^ 
^^ ihg a deep figK He was dead in aH 
•^ ' inftant, but in that inftant he had yet 
^^' force ilnd courage to put bis hand td 
•^*hi$ iword> and lay in that poft*rcfi 
•* Megret, a French engineer, immedi* 
ately fatd with a coolnefs which difKn^ 
goiibed bis charafter-*-** The play it 
f ^ over I let us be gone !" I qiibte by 
memory, and therefore afk Voltaire's' par^^ 
don if I do not ezadly and literally relate 
it as be has given it t6 the world i biit 
Dodiiog material is added or omittt d# 

The Swedes allow moft 6t tbefe eit^ 
fjtfmftances to be true^ though they infer 
very differently- Is it^ Ay theyi proba*^ 
hhc, thai a bidl from the fort fired at ran<« 

I domt 
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itomi and ia tke j&gh^ -ihouUI fi>. 
«itev A« kiu't htaani Or. is il -net 
nrach nmreiMtilnl to bclfere thttii jsiftol 
from ibme nearer hatidigtv^ lb wdyhiuttMA 
and decifivc a blow ? His iMitade indi^ 
toted ah tntcntioa t£ defence fram finxtf 
sear attack; nor wonld hs bavc^iaid im 
hand on his £w€ffd to refift a camioft 
ihot» , 

M^ret's remark was fncfa, as ollc can 
widi difficulty C^ppoCc any man to n^pdce 
oh fo dt&ftrous and unexpeded an erent, 
as the king's deaths and feexas rather thgt 

of a man who had a pFe4eiitin]t6nt afihfi 

' . " 

Iratodijig up of-tiiis Moody catstftroj^tk 
Add CO 1^ that tfae Swedes wore detnii 

« 

of a prince, under whom they had loft 
thmr richeftprovinceSf their bra>f«ft troops, 
their naddnal riches i and who yet) OH* 
tamed by adverficy^ purfued an unfo^ 
cs&fnl and pernkiotts war, sor WquU 

ever 


«f er hawr fiftened tot ^ Irokto c£ pticta 
#r cMifcdted ^th« internal txmcfiility oS 
hi^oMMtf. Baron Oortft-a opfvefiUMis^ 
Ibptttdded to thefi^ w«e intderablei 
1^ ii» r^^iMei remakad^ unlefs to difn 
{MCdi lliC' kjbf^ It was a vciy fascuraUo 
•pp6rt«[nity> and was improTedto the iit-* 
mod* The prince of Hefle, his farother«r 
in4aw» made little enquiry into the afifair^ 
•nd all paflfed without noife or tumult* 


I have been (he more inclined to give 

credit to this relation of Charles's deaths 
from my own remarks on his drefs* In 
<he arfenal they pi^ferve with great care» 
ihe cloaths he was habited in at the time 
ht fpl. ^faefe I have examined very mi- 
nutely. The coat is a plain blue cloth . 
tegimental one^ £udi as every eommoa 
ibldier wore. Round the wafte he had 
9, brood buff-leather belt, in wlndi huog 
to fword. Hie hat is torn only about 


Iz 


an- 
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in teeh <qTiarcinthat|)art of ft^ 
over the temple^ and eert^nf^ wouiji 
|iave been mncfa more injured by i litfg^ 
fliot. Wis gloves are made Of vety ^h<i' 
leather^ and as the left one is perfedly 
clean and uqfoiled^ could only haVe beea 
newly put on. The right hand glove ia 
covered in the Infide with bloody ^nd th^ 
belt^ at that part where the handle or hilt 
of bis fword lay, is likewii^ bloody ; fo 
that it feems clear he had previoully put 
his hand to his head on receiving the bUw, 
before he attempted to draw his fword^ 
and make rcrfiftance. Howcfver^ as ^ 
expired in the inilant^ no abfolnte infe? 
mitio can be made ; and after having tx^ 
haufted conjedure, we muft dhiw i 
veil over* this ambiguous and dark trdnP 
adion, and reft contented with that igh6^ 
ranee and uncertainty which fo oftta 
«m(B on tdbe deadis of fovereigtis* D^ 
J^ftflon has drawn the moft fiaUhed an^ 

mafterly 
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jpsilerlj portrait of .this extraordlDac|r 
p)an»,. which evfcr fbll from ^Hq pea. of 
^cpiiis. Do you remember the four coa-r 
Sflttfiing Uoes ? They defcribe hi^ death •, 

*' His fall was deftin'd to a barren ftrand,, 
f * A petty fortrcfs, and a dubious hand i, 
f < He left the nisime at which the world 

grew pale, 
f^ To point a moral, or adorn a tale."". 


I ihaM not take up your ti^e by a de« 

jf^ptton of palaces, which are ever a r&« 

pQtition of the fame ideas, and prefi»it no<» 

thipg ufoally betides hangings, gildipg^ 

aful paintings, all over the world« Thofe 

|n Sjweden, though numerous enough, am 

even Ids fplcndid or magni^cent than I ' 

have f^n in moft other countrtee of Eu^ 

ropp. ]^Icither architedure or pain^g 

^U^Iay th^tr beauties here, in any great 

flcgrcpi and iheir mooarchf^ though 

. • I 3 crowned 
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crowned with laurels tiAd miKtaty tro(> 
phies, havfe A*v6r iigtiali^ thcmfelve* b^ 
the pbofeSlbfl iof the {(/ftfir arts t^Kidl 
Humanize atid refine a natiori. There W, 
however, one fignal exception to this rtf- 
ititak iti thu pef fon <>f thf^ J^rtifeft t Qjoeeft 
Dtowajger, This exdt^d Ifcdy, ^Ti^/k fii(» 
ter to th« reigning king of PAiffia, is dib 
avowed protei^lrefs of tetter^V ^Ad encoi»» 
rager bf merit. Duribg her huibsmd's lil^ 
ihe poiTefled an almoft unlimited inHq-P 
eAce over a^irs of flate ; but at preledt 
0ie leadi a iiio)?e retired and Secluded lift, 
H^r fummer tefidence is at Droningfacto. 
^his palace is the only one I fheHi isi- 
«^utely defpribe to you, It is ijeitfier higc 

«r fplendid, bat op the contrafT h ^tA^ 

. ' * 

|)ofed of brick, and was ere^ed by Chains 
the Xth. ftbont the middle of the laft^niv' 
fury. It's fitifatipn is fii^ular, oo tl^ 
lianks of the Meier Lahe, which almntfl 
.1^401^6 OQe of it'8 fideSf The gardeMf 


wjbich ve Ufge* ^nd extend ia front of it, 
iroma fine contraft to the profpe^s from 
evfjfyotherparta w^ich ate only rude rocks, 
fi^€^and water* It is the tiiumphof cultiva- 
tianand elegance, oppofed to that of a Cat* 
."^ge ^¥ilderoef$« All die apartments of 
4kfi pabce demoaftrate the fine taile of it's 
i9wner» Sboie of them contain collect 
Isona of gems and medals; others are 
fiHed with natural oirlofitiesj marblest 
. pMf efadtionSy and infed:s« The names of 
Paul VeroQftfe, of Rubens, and of Rem* 
lirandc, are not here unknown, and feveral 
of llieii!) beft • pieces appear in the rooms. 
^1^1 was aftonifhed to fee fo ample a 11- 
:bntry; the books are coUecfled with great 
judgnaent, and are in every branch of fci- 
cnce« I have been aiTured the queen un« 
dfffftands Latin as wcil as the modern 
languages^ and I could not help remark* 
-iSng a Horace which lay open on her read* 

I 4 ing 
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«iftg d<^, anting ^eterftl E)Sgli(h> Freikeii, 
^end I^fiSkin fttrthors; She ^hte .elfvklml 

< 

this palace with niany vaiaable:^4iQtnpiir 

ties brought from HerculaMCRfttf^ atid ifle 

>>idols of Bgypty Scrapie^ Ifis^.and the'Dti^ 

AnubiSi are among liqrxplk^^dtil I vmSji 

jE»ra I was very ^agreeably difappd«lr 

td to fiM myfplf furr^ouhded with* ^41 

^he rich^fi: productions of Greece dOf^ 

Italy^ at a little villa on the banks oHl^ 

lake in Sweden, the veiy name of whil^ 

is hardly Icnown ih Europe, and whfcrfc^ 

pnjy ejcpcded to fee the ftandards df 

'^harics the Xllth, or the battles of Gtiiv- 

tavus Adolphas, wove ii? tapeftry. .'d 

-ihottld not; forget, howeyer, to meptfon 

.'t^ro gal)e];ie$. which are painted in ihtft 

ilyle: ope is decorated with thevidaniB^ 

pf Charlps the }^^, an4 the other ^^ndi 

thofe of .his fon Charles thp 2^Ith. th^ 

■ 

lyings of this country feem to have pofr 
^(^(1 t^fOM % wf)f ^y hereditary right | 

■P4 


,iMi)Wft 6nd »0l one of thera^^ ,^hQ fcemt, 

tiwi tbitipoint of light, to have dcgwici^tcd 

itsfm tholr great founder Guftavus Vaft* 

ifti ithc gifd«ns» the queen dowager has 

^tly buUt a little palace of pleafure, in a 

;i(bmi-<:ircular for ni, compofed of feveral z^ 

fafAmdnU fitted up in that tafte which we 

jufuKlly call the Chinefe i though, unlefs 

rjifew Mandarins and Vafes of China form 

this ftylet of which we really know fcarcc 

.goy thingt it may juft as well be called ao 

^propean ftrufture, where wfaimfy and 

;pprice .form the predominant character; 

..fnd ipriead a grotefque air through the 

whoje. I have, however, received high 

.|m|ert;atnment fyom the view of this littio 

i&Quefiered retreat, whicl) p^haps, from 

:d^e many various objeds of curiofity it 

jtbatains, merits the attention o£ a travel** 

ior above any thing in the kingdom^ ' ' 

. The dty 9f Stockholm forms a vety 

Aakiag contraft to the capital of Den<» 

9 mack, 
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aitsk,fix>miirli(nceltm lately come. If 
is larger confid^rably ^ but it's foperitri^ 
office refolts more from fingukritp^^aif fi^ 
tiiatkHi^ than any re^ advaiit^ ith^ 
over Copenhagen in that refpeA. It if 

built on iQveii fmall iflande or rocks foravf 

• • .-■* 

eid by th^ river, and the fuburbs eKten4 
on the main land to a confiderable diftancf 
north and fouth. The inequality of jtht 
grouad tenders almoft all the ilreets ftec^ 
and inconvenient for carriages^ but th« 
lioiires are lofty and handCbme^ thoogk 
chiefly compofed of biick« It is enBnr^od 
nearly or quite half fince the death of 

4 

Charles &e Kllth, and tibera -are mtaf 
very noblo fbeets in thefe .new quarters^ 
of a vaft length* 


* In the midft of the cityi ftand^ Afi 
royal ptboe^ ona hill ?.ecy ilipep on eveiy 
fide, and commands a cocqdete pro^ped^ 

«f .tikc moteopolit^ the river»^ and circam^ 

jacent 


iictjjlt <«dUfltfy. It it fipUce, ^idAtiug 
afk^'Wij, diid ^ou^ mttoh inftrior ia 

convenience orfplendor ita the ifitenMl part 
i*> that ttf Xlopcflhftgen, has a better eifeft 
ifrht^ viewed From without^ It was bc*- 
|\in by Charles the Xlth, continued tin- 
<clcr Frederic 'and the late kirfg, but ks 
not yet tdtaHy com|)leated,— During die 
WtnMr, the Whol6 royal family itfidft ia 
it, thtfiigh dif^erfed la ^ ditxmsit 
months at their peQ>6Aiv« 4xmtttty*^tB» 
I have feen alt the apartments^ many of 
v^sidk 4tA i^lendidly fhmiflieitf i but dicre 
it noihing' which can tie with Droniag^ 
htAtn m %he eidiibiiioii <»f art and refino^ 
#Deiiwi 

Nothing can be imagined more lovely 
•flttd &^«i«ible, dttn tho f^peoHaoe «f?the 
tiWrf It U diW4od imo a -iuhKUt 49f 
^taiebes, dtt;fidM4>f ^i6h«Ke'covei«il 

' ' In 


9 
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In ibme places^ where the breadth is v^rv 
Confiderable^ it^s ftream is perfedlly trail- 
quil and ^ow : in others, where the chan-, 
nel is narrow, it ruihes through with 
the impetuofity of a torrent. So many 
fmaU iflands are formed by it below the 
town» that almoft every magazine of naval 
or military ftores pofTeiTes a detached 
one ; and there is a wild and romantic 
caft through the whole landfcape, which 
is not unplcafing to the ipedator. 

The quay is not long, but of a prodi- 
gious breadth, exceeding in that refpe£b 
any I ever faw in my life ; and I am afliired 
there. is ten fathom water clofe to the 
ihore. 


I ihall have the honor of being prefent- 
ed to the king Thuriday next. Yon may 
«xpeA to hear from, me, after I have feen 
A pdnce ib diftinguiflied for his abilities, 

and 
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aiid whof at the age of twenty-fixt haf 
changed th^ form of government without 
blood or difScuIty ; till then adieu ! 


'Ml 
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LETTER Vill. 

• s. 

Stockholm^ FrU9j# jd Jnur, 1774* 

I Will endeavor, as far a^ poffible, to 
comply with your requeft relative to 
ihe young* king of Sweden, and to draw 
a faithful portrait of him fron;i the lights 
I have been able to obtain* His perfon; 
charaSer, and actions, are all fubjeds £0 
agreeable and flattering, that there is little 
need to requeft a Swede to converfe upon 
them« You muft excufe me if I carry 
you a little back in their hiftory, in order 
to give you a more complete idea of the 
late revolution, and prefent form of go* 
vernment. 

The ppprefSon of the concluding years 
of the reign of Charles the Xllth was 

3 iiich, 
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facile tiMt on his death in 171 8^ the 
ftates obliged his filler Ulrica Eleonora^ 
previous to her afcending the throne^ to 
renounce att hereditary rights or abfolote 
power, and to hold the crown merely by 
deSive ccmicnik She refigned even thU 
limited ibvereignty two years, after, into 
the hands of iier huiband the prince i£ 
Hefle^ who died in 175 1. He had the 
cepatatioa of a brave and a^ive king, and 
it is generally apprehended, would ihave 
wpa^kSid himf^of |ha( power vi4uch hit 
9neon had been deprived of, if his ^ant 
pf <fa ^ caa had 'UOt made iiim indifierenc 

K 

to aui afiqtufition, which he could A<tt 
tcaafiait t» his ddcendanta. 

. AdoIpHuf, the late fovereign, was « 
ffedcman, and unde^ him the deaaocrap 
tical authority attained it's utmoft heighthi 
.The royal revenue was very inadequate to 
M9 dignity. a|ul his -weight in the. fcale 
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«f gov«riifoettt inconfidioraye lAd {4$f # 
ipiftdv 

Inthk fituation'Gufta?Q8 the Illd fipcf ; 
deeded to the crown. He. poflcflbd the y 
fame advantage over his two imtnediatic 
]>redeceflbrs» which hid prdfeoc majefty^. 
George the Hid of England did over h^# r 
on his aoceffibn; that he Was borq in theL, 
country over which he reigned^ and ipoke 
the language . perfedUy. The Swedes^ 
vAio, iinoe the year 1720J had feen only. 
fcnreigners oa the throne^ were chanzied, 
to have once more it Icing from among 
themfclvesi and I have been fhewn, iinca^ 
my arrival here, feveral filvcr medals 
ftruck to commemorate this happy ana^ 
an the reverie of which is this iafcriptioi^ 
^^Padern's bmd €t$ ^^ It ii my nativi 
land/* 

tf one may ctitdit the aceoufl^ givra 9i| 
dM late procedures of government^ 

vefled 
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teMd lb the ftnttei ie was High tStee to 
tedtcQ the injuries thej did the ftat^ 
which £iffered greater evils from the irre* 

1 

firfiition^ the delays^ the divifions of a 
lar^ afiecnblyi than it ean even undergo 
fiK>m ^ an ab£>lute monarch. Time h«d 
matured thefe feeds of dii!ktisfadkion> and 
n young prince beloved by his fubjedsi 
was ready to take advantage of them^ 




I do not intend here to give an account 
of a revolution^ the minateft particulars of 
which vrere tranfmitted at the time 
through all Europe^ and which is too Te« 
cent to be forgotteni 

Oh Ihe xpth of Auguft, tyf±, thk t!^ 
ftaordinary event was produced^ which 
a|iain reftored to the crown thofe ftttogi-' 
tives fhe had loft for more thto half •» 
centurjr. The king's fecrefy, addrefi, and 
dSCmalacion in fo dangerous aadcrkstat 
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t jund«M# At furpafled wh&t itiigilt iittv» 
bcm expci^ed firoih Iw agp. It t« fkiA 
ecily fiv^ pcribnd in dieiu^giom we«c«tv« 
Crafted t«itb the defign, which vms «ciir4 
tkd kkto eitcciition with tt atscfa ^gor^ al 
it had baen pknned with lagaciiy wd 
juc^mont* The fohiiery and tht pQOfdf 
were fucceiSvely gained by the eloqueocf 
with which the young king addroObd 
them» who plainly evinced the vaft iax* 
portance of this quality tn pbpular conir 
taotionsy and puUic a&irsw Tery fdw 
jfcrfons were imprifooed^ and thai ofdj 
Ibr a^ tbrnt tkne i oor have aily of thnoi 
experienced^ in thejfisiaUeft de{[reey^aipy 
diminution of the royal favor on accQunt 
jof their, oppofition^ The ibnate ttf^ a 
^new oath of alliance to the prince^ an^ 
ttao^uUIhy Wis reftored tbroughoiif; the 

; Yousmoft. ix>t, however, Af^p^A.lMit 

•W unlimited monarcShy* refembling either 

that 


I 

! -^t*f 
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Ift^'of Ffance or Spai^ is «{labli/h6({ irt 
SWedeii. ■ Oh the cohti^fy, th^ pretend 
tSltft the prtfeflt fdrrii df gorefnmdnc k 
trtjfic ©11 themoddof the Engliflh erne, 
Wd' that In foine important partkulars; 
ihft fdve^eign is more reflrided tfaaii ourd^ 
^6*e he can. ncitlier make war or jpeacfe 
1;«rifhoHt the approbation of the othet 
bfailAes of thd fiaminiftration. ^ It isv 
hovfcttr, difficalt td fay, what Kmit9 ar6 
eiadfly fixed, or how far they may' be en^ 
larged ^nd iriAinged, particularly under a 
{/firtce v<rho has already fucceeded in his 
fir ft^ enterprise, and certainly^ poffeffes, ik 
Aft eminent degree, many of tlj&fe qaalifi^ 
icatlohs and talents, -which have a pTodigU 
'bus effeft on the midtitude. He is affe** 
i)lt iti his manner and converfftion to 
tctfndefcefifion, and often makes unexpect- 
ed tifits to perfons rf very inferior rink, 
yAiGco ht bdhtaves with an eafe and poUte^ 
iitfs ifhi^ fflttft infallibly f tnder him 

K 2 beloved. 
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beloved/ Me inlpcdls into every 6^^iti^ 
ment of ftate in his o^n perfonV and iHti' 

meanefl vfubjedl may pitlenthis grievaBxi]^^ 

* • • , * ' " 

without fear of rcpulfc. His foldiery d^^' 

dore him, aiid the peculiar attention 'WP 

• * 

pays to their difcipline, the continual xe« 
view6 he makes of his regiments in difi^*^ 

rent parts of his dominions^ his difdain bf 

» 

fatigue^ sind undoubted perfonal courage!; ' 
xiiay probably render Sweden fotne yeai^' 

hence more important in the fcde of Eu«^ 

• •• 

rbpe, than (he has. been fince Cbairlbs^^ 

' ^ i- • 
death. , At this inftant, there is a campi^ 

formed only half a mile without Stock* 

liplm, where is majeAy is prefent evefy 

day, where he receives the compliments 

of the nobility and people of condition in 

his tent, and where he ufually ikeps* 

Very large reviews are intended in Scania, 

and in Finland ; great military ftores are 

"continually laid up, and every thing has ' 

the appearance of forecaft - and defign* 

' Cnabic' 
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Viable to nw9xd thofe officcis who ad,-- 
hqrcd partictUady tq hitn at tbf» revolu- 
tiqO|,,^ith penfions or pecuniaiy co^ola- 
m^Q;$j:l)e has. found pieans to attach them 
h^dblnms and ftars^ which he diftributed 
without p^rfitnony, and which are eg^ually 
e^i^dual^ without draining an exhaufted 
treaJfury. He has likewife fqu^ded a new. 
order of knighthood^ known by the name 
of Vafii> which is dcfigned fpr men of 
merit in every ftation^ and which is con- 
^rred^ without the leail, attention to birth 
<^ 4iftin<ftion» on eyery man who deferves 
well of his country. He is a<^ive on all 
qccaiionSi, and more commonly on horfe- 
hjvck than in a carriage ;' and has rarely any 
ojf.the parade of royalty ; no guards attend 
him s and I have feen him epter the city 
with only one domeftic. In his perfon he is 
rather low^ and inclined to thinneisjv his 
face is not handfopie^ and, what 4s fingu** 
larji one fide of it does not refemble thc^ 

« - 

Qth^r, his features being a little diAorted ; 

K 3 W 
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ad acfiicknt which prpUbly h^if ent4 I9 
tbe-biri^i :■•(,.' 

' The Swedes univerfally lament rtjatTSfe 
has no children by the queen ; an^^it feoh 
fhjs account^ that his next brother PViftdr 
Charies is now married, in hopes t>f "an 
hdr to'thc throne. Th^ king is faid iiclt' 
to be of an amorous complexion^ oi: at- 
tached to women. 

When. I went over the palace fpine 
' days ago, I was ftruck with a fmall hea4 
of a beautiful wonjan. In his own priyaite 
i^partment« The attendant informed piCi 
it was a.lady to whom the king was inuch 
iclevoted» when on his travels; that ibp U 
fmcc dead ; and that when he received the 
news, he burft into te^rs, and would not 
be feen for two days j fo paffionate waj 
his regard to her memory.* 

* I have been fince aflured this p^rfon wa) 4 
{^rench lady of high rank, and daughter to the mi- 
jpiftef ^hp W|s dif^iraced only a few yean ftjgo. * 

I COU^ 




« 

" I eoi4d ti9t help remapbing llkewift>* 
ip thof? rooms which his majefty occu« 
pfCB^ that the walls w^re covered with 
Tiews of Narva and Pultowa, and on the 
tables lay plans of battles and fieges innu* 
merahle^ chiefly thofe fought by Charles 
the XII th and the other Swedifh kings, . 

Tqu may perhaps eileenEi theie anec^r 
dotos too trivial and uniihportant to mC" 
lit riscital^ but as they may tend in fom^ 
degree to elucidate the private char^der of 
t IQ»0 who hu already renderei^ himfelf 
l^ebrated throughput Europej I k<^pe you 
will excuff the minutenefs I h$ive beest 
led iilto/ from the dcfire of conveying to 
fott a faithful 9Pd accurate pidlure of 

* 
The" two grand obftacles which muft 

prevent this kingdom from anfwering to 

ihe vicws^of an ambitious or enterprifing 

fovereign, are the want of popuIation> an4 

1^4 th« 


■ 

ctiQttr tHftTinlaftUge is nbt efl<foilrage#% 
I'^ery hoD^Ary or ^m^liitiienfaty noarlf^^f 
x-fst^oTy ^hicb tha govefafUMt ean omfer 
«iOii ity (inM it fbems the m<>ft ^^ntf^^^d 
- pcceffar)^ policy they canajjopt^ --? w/ 

'.- If the report be trite iwbicb is^ooni^ 
txionly ctffculflted rdativ&tcxtbeoth«r.t<»]|« 
)e^» I mean the finances afKT public S)9- 
.ftey^ it dottbtlefs marks, a iuperior* geoitts^ 

; md a f<Mifid train of mimAtrial manage- 
ment* Tbk plan is to call in at on/io all 

.the pa^ 'Credit now incircolatidni dnd 

' %o pay the whole of it^s atnount in fpecie^ 

m 

jfcom the treainry i but if tUs be really in- 
tended, itmuft require a confiderabis time 
(o carry it into executionj, and make fi| 

•-"• If one may ^»rm any judgment frdlni 
|he appearance of affairs Vk tl^e I^ort^ at 

« 
- V to 
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olIdtf)lNpif* $«n»|Bn feems to havp^UKtb; to 

l(i:9RdlHfled aga}fi(( Charles, iui4,<«tbe.«9d 

"idimo Yft^oFtotts*. Rttfiia is engage in a 

i)Mdb«i» and !eai^o0ve war with the Port* 

which has drained her trcafury and peo-* 

vinces. The imbecility of Denmark* 

■anoro than the alliance between the 

i0own^ lenckrs tkcmfocatc on A^qa$r. 

tw i and .Pc4«id^ torn by inleftine com- 

'^otiDnst h not new in th^f oondition ihc 

-•Virao iin(l^ ApguftuSi whDjbitied Saar6ny 

>;t0 bis eiedUv0 kingdom. Rt«(|ia is Iq the 

X cfelaffc iinion of triood and friondfhip } but 

« )pcpa:ience has taught how brittle are il| 

^ j||ie tyes which unite iqontfcbs and pofi^ 

t(|iciai|9f 


* .' 


J (hall refcrvpthis till I rQtnrA frqip jf;i»y 
proppfed tour to Upfal and the iron mines, 
^\ iet out this evening. Mean whil^ 
>4icu! / 

UNE- 
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Elfcajr-Ea«, Thnrfday Nighr, Sthjiinc, 1774. 


T UNEQUAL as I find my powers of 
^ defcription to the beautiful difplayls 


f < 


<ttf'iiature I have been wittiefs to fincft 
q<}^iiig Stoiikhblffl^ mean and imperfeft^ 
as'teiuft be tht idea I can 'c6tiYcy of toh^ 
jfe^s'whieh elude the chains of lattgtiage^- 
itid «^t>€ fiilly felt^ muft hftve been feefij 
Hh^l yet fldhere to my promife, and eiif 
dlf^of to give ydu a narrative of my jdiir- 

H^« while tne impreffions it has made 
<m my imagination arc yet lively, ana%e 
traces undecayed by fucceeding idett« 

'^ I quitted Stbfckholm laft Friday^ in 
dompany with a gentleman who did me 
Aielionor to be my guide, ancf to >irhQic 
politenefs and attention I am exceedingly 

indebted* 
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aboiit .fix in the evening, after Aoring it 
.with wine and cold provifions iuHicient 
hr a muf:h longer journey » and w^hich the 
Swedifh hofpitalityius hardly fuifered ua 
yet to diixunifh, ve only ftoppsd to 
ichaage horfes^ and about shree o'clock 
jin |he morning, we arrived at the goo*^ 
|lamw'« ftat wb^re we- propo&d making 
z {hort fkajf I can hardly iay we -drove 
by nighty fiace at thu feafon of the year, 
darknei^ is unknowf^^ and I could hgve 
yery eafily read a good print at midnight. 
Thehoq(e Js %utlt in one of the moft eli- 
gible and pleafant fitqations I hare.feen^ 
0n the banks of a lake, about nine English 
miles in circumference, and in a culti- 

iratcd country. In the afternoon of the 

♦ • 

pnfuihg day, we croffcd the lake in a boat 
where it was about a league broad, to 
V>ew the rjiins of a caftle on the oppofite 
^e^ wliieh exadtiy faeea the faoufe where 
5 wc 
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we were entertained/ and forms a beautiful 
terminatibn of the view. An antient pea-> 
iknty who was at work in the garden ad- 
joining to it, conducted us through fuch 
of the apartments as are yet acceilible. He 
faid^ it was called Morby Palace^ and hac^ 
been built no lefs thai^ eleven hundred 
years ago, as tradition delivered, by a 
bifhop's daughter. It pafled afterwards 
into the renowned family of the Oxen- 
ftierns, ' who inhabited it in the laft cen- 

» 

tury, but quittedit on account of it's con* 
tinual want of repairs, which rendered it 
untenable. He added, that many of the 
Swedifh fovereigns in days of yore, had 

a 

viiited it, and that national diets had been 
held within it's walls, tt has, indeed, a 
moil: venerable and majeflic appearance at 
this time, and there feemed to be an air of 
<]iiparted fplendor fpread through the 
whole, which corroborated very flrongly 
$htf pcafant^s ftojy. The evening was 

uncommonly 
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uncommonly fiqe, the fun jChone full npori 
the ruins of the building, and it*s w^I^s, 
were, waihed by the waters of the lake^* 
AU nature around was fcrcne ^nd placid ^ . 
Tip wind ruffled the furface« I rowed out 
a froall diftance from the palace, and 
plunged into the water : | think I nevej: 
»enjoyed the luxury of bathing in a higher, 
degree. We returned before fupper to 
our benevolent hoft, whQ omitted nothii^ 
to render our vifit agreeable<, apd p^cfCing- 
ly folicited ua to prolong it fome days« 
Early next morning, however, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, and were enter* 
tained at another magnificent country feat 
beloOging to the fame gentlemaUi^ about 
thirty miles from the firft, by his ftewa/d^ 
to whom he had previouily fent orders fot ^ 

At 

that purpofe. We drove twenty miles in 
the afternoon, and alighted about five 
at a palace rather than, a villa belong* 
in^ to a lady, vhofe huiband was aa 

Englifh- 
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.^^Uibmattf «nd i» lattly dead/ flMi 
name of tin boufd i» Porfnuirk. ^» ww 
plying at chefs With zh c^d AoldMMtii 
\9htn we efttered^ and mtfft polk^ly bi4 
us welcome^ ^eqaefting us aif 4^ Amtf 
time to m^e as l6ng a ihy aa^ our Hhnti 

would admit, I complied wftH fo pofittf 
an inviratftin without knowittg the fopci*- * 
added inducements' I afterv^ards ^fovthd^ 

m 

and wbidi trere btit too po#erfu! in thtit 
iafbtenct aver tne. Tea vt^ brott^t^ 
SEUd tM^o ladies^ who ts wdl- a« o&tCe\vt» 
wtfffc vifit(n^» enrtefed tiie nxMni The «!«• 
deft of theftf might, pcilxipi, be tfbooc 
fixty. She not only fpoke French pfcr* 
fedly well, but -contcrfed tcry fluently 
in Unglifh, \ftadi (he acquiitd frofli 
Count Oyllettbottt'gf's lady, Who Was a na*- 
five of Engtdnd, and was nnttiltd to* th6 
count during his itfidcncc ^as enroy at thfe 
«>urt of London, the youngiftfti wh6 
was her niece, might have palRd htic 

mneteenthy 
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j L ict t c ml ii Imt I tEiink could not hate 
cfiiof^ted her twentieth yean A ftvr 
fredM^SL which the fan had produced od , 
lier fkin^ m fphe of crery c;^e to prevent 
i^ only i4rvad to fet off the faireft com^ 
|de3i&6a in the world. Her feaittfes 
were Very fmall^. and the contour of her 
face; morb appfoacihing to the rotjnd than 
ot«L Her under lip iti fpeakisg huog s 
little down» and difclofbd at times a range 
of teetk ipef£t6ily ckan and whiter TIm 
-cdLom^id^her.eyeairas gre^i but nifttMe 
-had gi^en iheaa a perANii»?e tod affe^Ung 
eloqwhfiOt wltid^ left ihe^gKtajbr fio power 
to f eoiark <»tieally fkeir dofe6t> if fuch it 
wa64 jK<r hands were exquifltely fem^ 
^ f her fingera longi ^d their niula finely 
'ih((ped« Htr h^hiji VTM zjefififi a la- CMp^ 
f^nCi It Waa of »pttff le browns trio^ 
vDHA with white fil^, and r«a<:fajlng to iSf^ 
Wfift6« .Wfaa^ it doniedt howiveri. tQ tb^ 

Her 
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Her arms were inviiible } bat her Jtecfc^ 
dawn to that part where itXwcUs iftto tfap 
bofirni^ was eypofed to view i it's whiter 
ntft might challenge a gompariioQ to iixiir 
without any metaphor : round it (be wore 
ft blue and white fattin bindings and &a€9, 
that depended a little « diamond crofs^ 
which in any other fituation might haw 
attracted notice^ but here was loft in the^ 
fuperior charms of the biteaft on which i% 

repofed. Her hair, was light, and dwflcd 
with a Tery Seconding grace. When €» 
went out, file wore a white ri^ng hat fiif -^ 
nibuhted widi a blaek feather, and tourer^ 
ed her face with a thin veil of green fitt. 
Thiough ho: whde perfen smd drefs was' 
a fropreti and neatnefs which was ftrlk«- 
tngly attradave, and which had peculiaf 

a ^ 

merit in a country where the womdn <tt * 
every condition ' af« rathef liable Co tba 

* 

contraty imptttatioo. Yot mtiA nM 

#6ndef at the mintttioeft of this pbrtratc, 

\ which 
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^K4&icli hftd ybo converfed with the brigU 
tntt, you would be teoipted eafily to for^ 
give. Her contecfadoa was fach as be4 
cailie 1 peribh of educatibn atid condition; 
She ^ke the pureft French, ahd with thd 
.mofi graceful delivery. Slie fung prettily^ 

a 

and at my recjueft favored ine with two 
or three ^w^(h as W^I as Frendi fongs. 
I was more pleafed widi die former^ which 
I did not und^and^ than with the lat« 
ktff whidi I could perfedly comprehend; 
The reaibn was, I remarked^ or thought I 
could H$marki a ibmethii^ in her manner, 
in her eyes^ in heir adidli, when (he fung 
the firfti which was not fid be traced iH 
the other. I wifiied to know the fenti« 
ment couched under the words^ and de*^ 
fned her to inform me what wm Hit fu^jfi- 
jift of tbchr; Sh^ decUndd tfiii explana^ 
tion, from an incapacity of tranmifing it^t 
beftuty into another language; and I fecm^ 

« 

cd pefftifidx coorioced thtt htt ftvowed 


Kxcuffc was JQft> tbongh my heart bfii^g^ecl 
a truer reafon for her rcfufaJj and gfive^(xij| 
perhaps as faithfial m^ i<jea qF the foi)g| 
as a literal tranflation. could haFe done* 
It is needlefs to % I p^d to fach a, wo« 
{nan all that humble and ailiduous att^n^ 
tion which her per£>nal and mental ac-r 
cx>mpii(hmeAts fo juAly challenged^ and 
to which I could not be inieniihle* . She 

m 

feemed ple^fed with my endeavors to 
render my(e}f acceptable to her^ %ud I |ia4 
the vanity and the weaknefs to imagine 
that when I kifl^ her hand^ and held it a 
moment between isimc, before I parted 
widbi her to retire to o^s: re(pe4^ive apart- 
ments at night, that I had fome little in^^ 
tereft in her efleem^ We all breakfafted 
in our feparate rooQis the next . morning^ 
according to the cuAbm here^ wh^ peo* 
j)le nevef meet, as in England, to eat 
joail and butter and drink tea round a larj^ 
able* 


1 


« « 


Oft 
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/ On' coming doivti IT6und«ihe hoblei 
liian wkom I mentioned at my firft arfU 
tral. He is by birth % Pomeranlati, and 
is * called Count ' Liewen : he pdlTefies 
the higKed honors Sweden can beftowj 
being one of the fixteen fenators^ and a 
knight of the Seraphim^ which is the 
mod ifionorable of any order. Our con- 
Verfation turning on Charles the Xllth^ 
his chara<5ler^ and viAories^ I afked hlm^ 
If he remenibered that monarch's deaths 
and would favor n^e with the {>artlculars 
of it. ' He gave inig the fuUeft atifwer t6 
this queftioni which) as it is perhaps thci 
moft authentic and indifpUtable authority 
to be procuredi I (hall repe^t^ as nearly as 
hiy memory aflifli me^ in his oWb words; 

*• There are noW very few meh alive^ 
faid ht^ who can ipeak with fo much 
certainty to that jpoint as myfelf* I waJ 
in the <:asDp before Fredericfhalli and had 
Ibe honor to fenre the king iti quality or 


■ 

pagei on that n'^t when be^ was hjJiftdi 
I have Jio 4Qubt thgt be ,wa$ aflaflinfited: 
Tfa^ mght yrzs extreamly dark« audit wj^^ 
almoft an jipipoflibility that a hall from tb^ 
fort co.uId enter his he^d at the diftance^ 
and pn the ibpt w|iere he ftoodi I faW 
the king's ho^y, and am certain the wound 
in his temple was made by a piftol bullet. 
Who gave it» is unknown, Siker was fuf- 
pefted^ hecaufe he was not with his n^a* 
jefly previous to the blow> but appeared 

a moment after. Thofef added he* 'who 

» '. . . . 

are ufed , to military affairs^ know the re* 
port and noife which a cannon ball makes ; 
hut the report of the (hot which deftroyed 
the king was that of a piece clofe at hand^ 
and totally diiFerent. I do not believe the 
prince of Jlefle was concerned, or privy 
to ity in any degree ; but the belief that he 

;Was put to death by a private hand, wds 

♦ ' ■ . . ■ > 

general in the army at the time."— I leave 
you to make your own reflexions on thia 
/very extraordinary and dark tranfa(5lion« . 

The- 
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^'^e Count fiiaicf vifited, afedt Charles^ 
death 9 almoft all the courts of Europe ; hi 
was In England in xyiz, and knew Mr^ 

Waipole (afterwards fo celebrated) at that 

, . , , , , » 

lime. He had been in company with 

«' ' ' • ' ' . * 

the celebrated regent of France, and Au- 

guitus king of t^oland. lie vifited the 

♦ . . ' 

beautiful CQuniels of IConigfmarc, mlftrefb 
of that monarch, after her retreat to the 
Abby of Quedlingbourg, and affured me 
lier perfon was then wondrouily attradive, 
though fbe was in the decline of life. He 
was in the court of Denmark during the 
reign of Frederic the IVth j but had never 
the pleafure to fee the greateft prince and 
(nan of his age, P^ter the Ift^ 


V 


• * 


I was abfolutely enchanted with the 
ponverfation of this venerable nobleman^ 
and felt that wifdom can fafcinate as much 
as beauty, where it is fo pre-eminently 
poiTeiTed. Will you not then applaud my 
rhilofophy and ielf'*xommand, when I 

L 3 inform 


I 

|t>f(»rn jFoUj^ (hat in /pile.bf To mwy Jn'v 
flucements to prolong ffiy il|iy> I yet fdrcfli 
payfelf aw^. the following evcniftgj^ «od 
purfucd, though with xclmftappc, .q>y >nir 
fended journey ?. I piuft, hovr^Kcjr, oi^iv;! 
tion to you one ciroumi^^nce reUtixe ta 
the young lady of whom I fpokci faiff^i'^ 
which may perhaps make yoQ fmile at %»f 
cxpence. There is an odd etiquette «i^ 
jufled in this part of the world for feq^^lC: 
' deportnacntt which permits to a^oyer.cf 
9n ac^uaintaoc^ the m9il unbounded &^ 
^nilianty with the hand of his mil^refsi^ 
which he ms^.)&if8> fqueeze^ pr^fsj,, or do 
with al(noi^ whatever he has a n[>ind f t)iit 
her lips, nay^ her very $:heek is a palladi.*) 
Vm which £be guards with unremitting 
^igilanc^i apd to which neither eloquence 
pr fubtilty C4n ufu^ly procure him any; 
^cccfs. I was refolved to try whethq^* I ' 
could not furmount this vexatious obila- 
(:le, and carry away with me at leaft on$ 
Ifophy of my conquefts, I was . con-; 

vinced 


winced no addrefs or contrivamre would 
ftYitil mc^ without the additional force of 

^Ufbority and example to influence her. 

* 

f bethought me of A ftratagem, and ali- 
ready bound my brow with the myrtles 
^Vas certain to gather. When I bid the 
whole company adieu, I began with the 
miflrefs of the manfion, and returning her 

« 

thy waroieft acknowledgments for her' 
bottnty and hofpitality, bowed moft re^ 
fpedfully on her hand, which fJie jgave 
Itie to falute. - ** And now, tnadam," faid 
1 in Engliflt to the pld lady, •* I fhaH 
take leave of you in the Engli(h ftyle ; 
1 am fure you have no objcdion.*' St> 
ikying, I put my, arms about her neck, 
and kifled her cheek. She was very weH 
•fatisBed with this piece of gallantry, an4 
fiid to me, laughing, ^* Go and fervfe 
Charlotte fo." I advanced elate with 

■ 

joy, and throwing into my attitude and 
countenance the utmoft humility and fup- 
plication^ aftcd, if I might riot afpire tb 

h ^ Aich 


lldve WHied for an exf|i&iti^nfisnt» ^s&4 
vhi }QSi goings tt9ifrxhc'ifpa{t of^niyiAT 

^ fi^g^^s add laborSf when A^pio^ ^db^ 
Imftilf tfrp spaces, (he laid her habd^ 
^ breaft; with an air which ittpKttd 
vnott than any words could hive ^fSttt^ 
and throwing a look at -{xi^ oJFtltrfrifettld 

-Tcfufal— ^^ Mtmjieur;] fiM (he, -^< i7^i^ 

Jhumnir que jejuis SueJol/^J^^^-^-Sbc nttld- 
fd not tio'bfc nvpre oiinute b^ firm m h^r 
fieterminatioii : I faw that I had obdettir 

^ken an entoppri^se f^botre qiy capacity, utid 
liad only to eadea? or to retire if ith honor* 
I difdaincd all approach tc^ yiolqicei, , and 
wa$ refplved that what I could not fcq^f^9 
from her own confent^ I wpvlc) n^ycr air 

, tempt to feizc by con;ipi|l(ion* Hlcr han4 
ihe tendered me^^ and njajcin^ a virtue of 

^jicce/fity, I Imprinted on U a cold ki^, 
and bid her fare wel. She looked at mf, 

^*^hen I left the room^ and accoiqpanyinf 
us to the^gate, followed the 

her 
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IBk .inttndod; .tl|M <ts ibme O9Mpeii£»ti0ii 

fiir^facr rejediioo dmy ^ttpm^^f :Qr whfr 

ithd- ibe i^id not partly repeiit of hsyi^g 

,ftff»(^, from,a<i illtt>eral pr^c^JM^^, ibia? 

;.9Pa«9| aitbectyr I caonot pretend to % * 

jtod I W08 too miicl» mortified «ad tpo 

!>I»UK^ y^ped at the time by To voimpQr- 

IfO^t and rif^koloas a. trifiot <g> foac«ra 

£gjriibl^to.itrcei;taifi tl^ principles on whi^h 

J^^cbeiHuriouirjfraafoiuided. I ioopi hoirf r 

..fpr, focpwredipygawsty, whioli,tbi# ««H- 

L^tMclQPded, and pi!ispaMd myielf f^ a 

irffy.dt^^ite^ (wpft than that o^ Forfimc^. 


»% f 


Wc lay at a very pretty villag[c called 

Ouarby on Monday night, apd went a- 

'^bout thpee miles next morning to fee (he 

mines of Danmora. They are celebrated 

^ for producing the fineft iroii-ore In B|u- 

'rope, the iron of which is exported ibt* 


■• - • 
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pvery country, and conftitutes one^of ttrt 
taoft important fburces of the national 
wealtli and royal revenue, ^he ore ' ia^ 

4 nol 
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not dug, as in the mines of tin or cMl| 
which we have in England^ but is torn ttp 
by powder. This operation is performed 
^very day at noon^ and is one of the thoik 
tr^mendovrs and awfoI> it is' p6ffible ' t6 
conceive, We arrived at the mouth of 
the great mine, which is near half an EiA 
gli(h niiie in circumference, in time to 
he prefect at it* Soon after twelve, the 
firft explofion began. I cannot compare 
it to any thing ib aptly as fubterraneous 
thunder, or rather volHes of artillery dif- 
charged under ground^ The ftones are 
thrown up by the violence orthc powder 
to a vaft heighth above the furface of 
the earthy and the (hock is fo great as to 
ihake the furrounding earth or rock on 
every fide. I felt a plcafqre qorrcfted 
with^ terror as I hung over this vaft and 
^iddy hollow, to the bottom of which 
j^ ejre attempts in vain to penetrate^ As 
ibon as the exploiions were iiniflied, I de-r 

termined| however, to defcend into th? 

« ♦ * 

mino^ 
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Hune^ These is no way to this but in « 
l^rge deep/biicktt capable of cootaioing 
tfiree p«ribiis, and fattened by chains to a 
fDpe. The infpcdor, at whofe hoiiie I 
^ttd flept the preceding aight^ took not 
little pains to difluade me from this Te(b^ 
liitaont and aflured me not only that tho 
rope or chains ibmetioiea broke, but thai 
the fftow and ice which lodged on the 
^ft$ <jf the mine frequently tumUed in^ 
l^nd deiboyed the workmen, nor could h6 
warrant roy abfolote fecurity from one pq 
both of thefe accidents* Findings hown 
ever, that I^as deaf to all his remon<* 
^rancec, he provided dm a clean hucketi 
and put two men into it to accompany 
ine. The gentlenian who travelled with 
ipe, had already been into the mines of 
f^ahlun in Delecarlia^ where there isa^ 
l/idder for that p^rpoie, and he^ did not 
^ufe to fee a fecond mincj after having, 
pnce gratified his curiofity, I wrapped 
l^jfelf ^er^ore i(i my great coat, <an4^ 

fteppcd 


« 

Itepped into the bucket. The {wo ixittx 
followed, and we were let down. I im 
l)bt aflskmed to own that when I foCiWa 
iiiykU thus fufpended bet^ceii heav«ti 

and earth by a rope, and lookra ''^6Wii 

- ' 

into the deep and dark ab/JTs below me^ 
to which I could fee ho terminatiOH. 
I ihuddered with apprehendon, ' arid'lialF 
repented my curiofity. This wai, how- 
ever, only a momentary fenfatioht and 
hifoTt I had defcended a hundred feeti^ 

I looked round on the fcene wilh very to- 

« • _ 

lerable compofure^ I was near nine mi<^ 

nutes before t reached the bottom, it 

being eighty fathoms, or four hundred 

afld eighty-feet, ^ The vie\v of the minej^ 

^hen I f«it nfty foot to the earth, was a^- 

fal and fubfime in the higheft dcgretj 

Whether tenter or pleafure formed Ae 

^f<idominant feeing as I looked at it, fii 

^rtf d" to fay. The light of the day wm 

^'ttry faintly admitted into ihefe fubtertflh 

"^itoao fftverOfi* In many places it was ab^ 

- - folutely 


felutely iofti and flambeaujt ruppljed i%*A 
pUce. 1 faw beams of Wood acrofs (omt 
|iart$ from one fide of the rock to the O"^ 
tJwft where the Miners fat, employed iA 
boring hok$ for the admiiiion of powdery 
tirith as much unconceto as { could have 

> r 

felt in aily brdihafy efnpIoyrAeriti thotigI| 
|he leaft dizzinefs^ of even a faildre in pref^ 
fbrving their equilibrium^ mftift have made 
them lofe their feat, and da(hed thcto ta 
pieces againft the rugged furfacebf the reck 
beneathi The fragments torn up by the ej^ 
plofion previous to my defccnt lay in yaft 
}ieaps on all fides, and the whole fcene vtras 
calculated to infpire a gloomy admiratipfi 
in the beholder. A confinement for life 
ixji thefq horrible irpn dungeons* oiiift Cuf^- 
)y, of all punij(bments Whii;hf^ui^an fub-- 
.^ty has d«vifed, be one ofrthe mpft t?^ri/- 
}fle^ I retnained three quarters of an bouf 
in thefe gloomy and fri^hktful caverns, axsd 
iraverfed every part of them which vr«« 
. ftRpe^blq, conduced by my guidos. Tk9 

weather 


weather aborc was very warm, tdt herd 
the ice covered the whple Torfaoc of xh4 
tocki and I found ciyfelf furfounded with 
the colds of the moft.rigorouf wjjlt^r, a*- 
taid darknefs and caves of iron. ' In on^ 
^ thefe^ which ran a confiderable vt^ay 
tender the rock, w^re €igbt wretches 
warming themfclVes found a charcoal firc^ 
and eating the little fcanty fubfiftence pro-^ 
dpced from their mifeCable occupation^ ' 
They rofe whh furprife at feeing fo un- 
expeded a guefk among theoii and I was 
not a little pleafed to dry my feec^ which 
Were wet with treading on the melted icei 
at their jfire* There $st no UC$ than , 
1300 of thefe men conftantJy employed in 
the mines^ and their pay is only a coppsr 
dollar^ or 3d. Gpg^j a.day« They 
Were firft opened about 1580^ undfr tb4 
jeign of Jobp the Illd^ but have only 
heen, conftantly worked fince Qhriilip^^f 
tio^Ci After having gratified my curiofity 
with a full, view of thefe iiibterraoean a^ 
J p^rtments^ 


£ U9. } 

])9rti3»cntft I nude the iigivU /pribfiiij^ 
drawa up^ and can mod kthwHy aiTur^ 
ycm I felt fo little terror wjiilc 'feafcend** 
ing> compared with th^t of beijog let 
dowiii that I am coDvidcedj in £re of fix 

■ 

times more I {hould have been perfqSly, 
indif¥<;reat to it» and could have folved a, 
problem in matbematic$>. or coippoied a^ 
(pjinet to my nilftrefs^ in the bucket^ with^ 
out any de^e of fright or upprehenfion : fq 
ftrong is the effed of oifloip on the hit«« 
man mind^ and fo qontemptibk does dan^ 
2(r or hoiiror become when, faouliarised 
by continual repetition J 

: licating the ininM of DattMor^f Wo 
jMpceeded'to th« feat ^ Bftron de Oeer at 
Ldfftai "Whkh n about twenty miles dif« 
nm. r: He ^at gone iitmiclf inlp the 
pKytitice of Oeftricia only the day before > 
buthttd left thfe Arideft oHdtfrs^for oyireiH 
ttrfakMnen^ and reception with his ftew^ 
•fti) ^tftifo jietformed with pvndQfliity bk 
tattftcr^ <€K)mmaiid^ and ieenied to ftfio^ 
•■•*'• no. 


( 166 i 

id bcmhds to his hofpitality and refple^/ 
This is one of the handfomeft Country 
ibats in Sweden; and h, I believe, one df 
Ac moft norflicrn in EiTfope. Nature i^ 
every where forced at an immtfnfe ex- 

^nce, and art ha^ omitted nothing to' 

> • 

^nvbellifh and adOrn a fpot, which, with* 
out it, mafl be a melancholy marfh, de« 
toid of any beauty or charm. It may be 
d very agreeable refidence for ten Of 

* ■ * 

twelve weiks in Jdly and Auguft, but i* 
too near the pole to be tolerable the far 

greater ^artof the year, during fix mbntht 

» - ■ ■* 

of which it is buried in Cncfws. The. 
groiiod has n6t been totally free from' it 
more tharf three weeks at this time; ai^d 
though the fun ihone very clear ye^eirday 
morning, yet the wind being at north- 
eaft, which comes from the deferts of 
Lapland, it was fo cold, that I was half 
froze even in a great coat. So gr^t it 
my deteftation of thefe inhofpitablc and 
polar, countries^ that no honors or for-t 

titnts. 


tones could tempt me to remain in thetHf 
and would rather reiide in a cottage be«- 
neath a temperate and genial heaven^ than 
in a palace invefled fo many months with 
ice and darkne&« This fentiment the 
Swedes laugh at» and afTure me that there 
are pleafures in furs and fledges^ and the 
rigors of winter^ of which I have no con- 
ception* I am very ready to allow it^ 
and only defire to be excufed from expe« 
riencing them in my own perfon. I pre* 
fume the inhabitants of Karga under the 
Pole^ where the RufHan nobles are often 
fentt can likewlfe find reafon to iadmire 
their native climate, and juftify the pre*^ 
diledion we always feel for thofe obje£tt 
to which we are accuftomed. 

From Baron de Ceer^s feat, we had a-> 
bout twenty*fivc miles ^to the river Dahl, 
which divides the provinces of Upland 
and Geftricia* Here we left our carriage, 
l^od paiTed over in a boat to the ifland of 

M Elfcar- 
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B^fcar-Etrc, from w^itnci? I tipw < wi^. 

It is iaibdrit fliree -miles t^ ciuteMmft^ 

. 'and sAmoft i^irely covkttAWlth^img^^/Si 

iifpHi, l>irclT, and fir» ^Ich at ^:fd^ft 

of the jltsar irfe Very beautiful, InSll^irMl 

^ ^166ih d^fl aWf\;dA^r8 not unple^pttg 't6 

-a >cdnlteni^l»tiVe ^ind. We Wo Ic^gfiA 

itH Very'g^ikdel bOi^, the to«ft« J|pd 

•ihifttefe <Jf whkjh Olftit fto ^do<vo^.>to 

tebder ot»r ftay agf^se^ble. As we Mf^f0d 

here'yeiterday'aboat n<k)n, it •w&s.'JAr Jif- 

''tenf ion to haVe J^ft it this morriin^e JMit 

5 hivc'foima ft ftejioflibre fo foon.to.^uit 

'a jilacc 'Wlrerc'I 4iavc enjoyed ^e iiibft 

/itittlt^me and Wohdi-ow ^txjljicai ^t^ -el- 

moft conceive. I'hfs is the catartS. 6( 

. the river DM, about a toile ant^ ajyJf 

^ diftant from the houfe where I am j^tpfe- 

^ feht.. It ijs noWielfe^cn Vddck . at tJ^t, 

jattd itah -ntoft diftindly'hear it's ipar, 

, Which al6ne interrtibts the fo!enin filence 

'^Wad over the ' face of nature. I. have 

, Tpenthffariive1iou/s ift ^^a'iihg upo^ 'it 

7 at 
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'^'&S6ittr\t timts' to-day, and am yet Un« 
' ^tWktA wifh fo coftfinad a view* In vain 

VbtikI I attenipt to raife in your bofom 
* "llie^ttHiiilhiiotts fcdings of wonder, lap- 

tutcf, and awftil delight, ^nhich Ihavccx* 

"pcricttcied from it: in vain (hall i endea* 

■ 

' Vour, by a laboofed dfefcription of it's mi- 
'iiute partSj it's ii^ &nd depth, to give you 
xorfe%ondent and £milar emotions. It 
^s one 6f thofe objcfts which to be felt 
mai^ be feen, and before which language 
^finks unequd. Yet what I oan do to con* 
-veyfome idea of it I fhalL 


♦ / 


The Dahl rifes m Norwegian Lapland, 
afrd after paffing through a vaft extent of 

-^ country, empties iffelf into the Tea about 
twenty miles from this place. It is above 

'half a mile broad between the illand I how 
write from and the falls i but at the cata-» 
raOrs, it's banks being much narrower, it 

^ riins with vaft impetuofity^ A fmall if- 

'* hnd, or rathef rock-, of half a quarter of 

Ma a mile 
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a mile In circumference, divides the five* 

V 

at the place. In the winter, when o'ne bf 

the catarails'is frozen over, the ifiahd'i* 

acceflible, but at this time it would be 

impoiTible to reach, it alive. The cyto 

iakes in bpth falls at, once from cither 

bank. The depth of each is about, forty 

feeti but one is abrupt and perpendictdar, 

the other oblique and fhelving. Ai 

nearly as I cin judge by my eye, the 

breadth is not in either lefs than eighty or 

jiinety yards, and I am inclined to believe 

it more. The tremendous roar of thefc 

catarads. Which, when cfofci is fupcrior 

f 

far to the loudeft thunder; the vapout 
which rifes inceffantly from them, and c- 
ven obfdurfes them from the eye in many 
parts } the agitation of the river below for 
fevcral hundred yards before it refumids 
its'formet tranquillity ^ and the fides 
covered with" t^tt firs, whifch feem ' likfc 
filent and aftoniftied fpeflators of it ; foifti 
one of the ihoft pidturcfque and 'afto- 
n nlfliing 
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t 
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mfiimg> fcenes to be' beheld/ in nature's 
Yolinne; nor would I, have refigned the 
p^e^re I experienced, as I lay on the 
Ippfe.ftones almoft immediately beneath 
it, and was covered with the fpray froni 
it's dafhing billows, for the moft volup- 
tuous banquet a fovereigA could beftow* 
r^It is. only nipe days ago fince fix un- 
happy fiihermen were carried down by 
the rapidity of the currei^t, and forced 
ovffx the precipice^ where they all perifhed. 
Foqr of their bodies were found, but fo 
disfigured and torn by the water, that they 
j^ould not.be known, ^nd many fimilar ac^ 
cixients have happened. 

. ;^ter having viewed the catar^fils this 
al^ernoon, I drove about three miles along 
tb^' banks of the river^to fee.the intrench- 
:Btents made .by ihp R^uii^ans when they 
landed in 1719, and burnt^ the country 
fl(^^ every fide* . Here I alighted J&pm my 
fdrriag^^ and as this fpot. is the boun,^ 
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make to thte polo, P ctndd not help {ea#«: 
irig fooke ttcmfiitto of my wandciriiags^ 
by engnmng with a pen-knife oa thr 
back of a tall ai^io tho name of my mif^ 
tftk, atid the year whtin I ?>fited tfi^ 
inclement klogdomA. At thia ^amU 
from whence I now writer I am only 4W 
bout two hdndred miles from Umea Lap« 
land, and even the intermediate protuncefi 
afe iufSciently barbarous and imciviliz^d tcl 
4ettr ariy travellet' from enKerti^ (htoli- 
The ^intkman who refides on thia ^land 
has given me fuch a pidure of the wsofet 
as makes me ihudder; and I blefs my for^ 
tiirle fhat I ha^ only feen it in Jutte. 
To-morfow mdrning early ^< (hall turn 
our faces to fhe foutbj, ai)d elrpe£| f o rtf acfa 
the city of Upikl at nighty whichj as We 
do not purfue the dired: road^ is diflant 
from hence between fifty and fitty mile^, 
I capnot protm& to vrrite to yoa from 

tbeoce. 
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^ty p arrive^ .at $o/^ofS,, ^hjicl;^ ^ 

oq wbtd) the^vij^g^ i\{<^ is ^fufted. Aif 
W ftf>3ri»>g 1^ YWsW (be forg^ for wch,a(f 
%%.x\i}fi placet we frocf«df;4 t<)^ ^P^^ 
|»4 ariiiTad thiHif .^y in $he WQRii^. I 
lAlfpded tp devote (he follo^ng <lay to 
rt» <iif v^y qf t|;kj> c^llfg^si, pufeUc bHUd^r 
i«lgSa cif rio(itt4;sf paintings, gfid. ull tho(e 
.f^bitiona of firt ^^ lf»r%iog, ufua% 
^^nd ia , ffii^iavi^ of Hs9>vleclge and. 

fl;jj4y« T^fi Swedes Ij^d ififpJTe^ ine wfith 
fufl^ ^X^lted ideas of t|)i$ qniverfity* (h^t 

I was qv\fi fearfi^l 1^ ft a iiug^c day. migl^t 

he.^r jp^d^iju^^q.to ^ch ^ un4crtaking, 

t 
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ind wifhcd to have fpent a fonder %nh4?*Ift 
fo agreeable an occupatlom I am, htft^ 
ever, at prcfeat moft ccifaiplcatly iMAtf* 
ceived, and can aflbre you tli^ Upikl hm 
hardly one inducement to drjtw a man of 
tafte to vifitlt, unlefs from being the refi- 
fidence oF a Linnaeus. This Lycaeum <jf 
the north has not one piece of painting 
\7ithin it's walls, and only two of fculp** 
ture, which are bufts of Ouftavus Ado^ 
phus antt Charles the Xlth. A gentle- 
riian who refides here, and who is fon of 
the late' artfcblfhop of Upfal, did us the 
honor to be our Ciceroni, and to condoA 
us over the place, I enquired of him how 
many colleges there weito, and whioh was 
the moft celebrated. *^ Sir,^ faid>^bits 
♦* we have three; but I cannot fay that 
any one of th^ih deferves your iiotice. The 
principal objeds of attention are the lii- 
brary, the cathedral, and the botanical 
garden. I know not of any thing elfe.*' 
The fjrft of thefe is a iieat good building, 
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ffid:^tc is a cabinet in if^ .at.w|ii(;h Jor 

Wf^kt of .a V^tt^ employment, I fpent aa 

J^jfiWF; or twp9 while the librarian ihewe4 

iWk a nonaber of little trinkets, rather 

jlhaa rarities, which are preferved witk 

^eatx:are« Among thefe, is the identic- 

)csaV bag which Judas kept,, one of the 

tbirty pieces of^filvcr moneys which he. 

nceivod for his perfidy in delivering upu 

.liis xnaAer> aqd la pair of red flippers in^ 

Vi!hicb the Virgin Mary.paid a vifit to. her' 

6Ott0n Elisabeths I moft -do the man 

the juftice to fay, that he 4>ianied as he 

flif wed theiB to mc ; aqd I could not help 

/teUing him, that I thought the univeriity 

would not do amifs to fend tbefe precious 

relics to St. Jasuarius, or^oiy lady of Lo- 

«etto, who, if they were not ^already proA 

^yided With others, might, probably be 

highly obliged by fo valuable.an acccffion. 

As to thi( cathedra], it is huilt of brick, 

IMH) a» t}>9 two towers at ' (he wfft end 

lately 
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of co|)per oil ^ ti9^, : tlne^w^v^it^r 

QR»iiAicilv(epf)fi in vie Tfa»1iftoCth4fe 
griat «wi,' iriMTe* «irtu*tiaiid .vi#i«w 
Sweden ytM oevcres^ ba^ M •laoiHiniqii. 
ared«d, €^ «^taph iafccihoi KOr hit cm^ 
OMMyi whik 1 Sf. £rii^ ^ho^vms a kia|^ 
^ftd a decide in fonbe bifbaiaits ag«V!«»r 
pKStrved id a dkriae rOf illv«r -^^ 4n# 

t 

|$focred on tba right -'l^ifid of thir4i%is 

aJtar^ »'-»'* 

- There afe at ihi^ timay w I am adaiadb 
near 1500 ftudents in ibe .univerfil]it>eff 
Upfai, Thef arc notr liowcvtr, y«tti|f 
mea of family and condition u wbh^ffa; 
but for the moA part ar^ miferably poor^ 
$nd ledge five or fi^togeilier in wretthed* 
hot«h fl<tittl dirt 'and penmy; TheprM 

fcflbrs 
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fdtoK ill ^ficse&t brapcties.a£ ifteBatiim 
aM about tweoQf^twoj^ tba largeft i£ 

i4ioL^ peir anmuxv dxid are ia general not 
hflij^ that iu^, 

Oi>Qor£lft atrWal* diegtindeaiaffiwlM 
nxoiapanied m«k md who* va* kuknmtl^ 

dm h«aar< t<^ wait 'on him if agcoeaUir 
k»m«dtat«ly, and svotild intr94«fi« at tlw 
i^Moe ttine aa Eogji^i 'gpAU(^»a, who 
ba4 becQ induced to vifu Upfal irqm the 
fame of fb great a roaiu He fent us word 
in return that he would pay us a vifit in 
1^ afternoon at three o'clock^ when he 
had done dinner. He came pundually: 
at the hour marked^ and after ftaying £>me 
time conduced us to the botanical gar;" 
deiiy where he ihewed os his colledlioa 
(gf plants, fhrnbs^ and flo wer9> which ara 
very numerous^ and have been prefented 

to 
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to fainh from every ^rt of the globe. At 
the door he took his leave and quitted us# 
This ceiebrited botansft is oow in the 
fbcty-niDth year of his age, having cotn>^ 
pjeated his fixty-eighth only iaft monthi^ 
He is of a middle Gzc, inclining to ihorti 
which is ftill increafed by his (looping 
prodigioufly when he walks. He was- 
dreiTed ia a^ plain blue fuit of cloaths, ^tjoA 
booted, as is common with the Swedef, 
At his button-hole hung the white crbff 
cf the order of the polar ftar, which wtf( 
conferred on hini by the late King Adol« 
phusy who admired and honored him. 
Hcenjoy^.a vdy eafy independence from 
his falary» ^d pupils in the univeriity 1 
befidps whichj he is faid to bepofleiTed of 
a coniiderable fortune acquired by his 
pnofefiion^ He has a countiy-^houfe about 
•&ye^ miles dut of town, and keep^ his 
idhaript* 'He has one fon and four daugfa<» 
ttr&.^ive; but I don't find they pof&ft 
iway of their father's genius. At prcfcnt.bo 

very 
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itry rircfy attends the botanical parties 
nvhich are made twice every week round 
Upfal^ and are condufted by hh fbn, wht> 
is 'bbtajiical |)rofeflbr« Monficur ' Linnaeus 
has bera in England^ France^ and Germany, 
but fpeaks no languages except the Latin 
and Swedifh ; in the former of which he 
converfes with pcrfeft facility. His know- 
ledge, I am aflbred, is by no means univer« 
fal^ but confined almoft abfolutely to nattt* 
ral hiftdry, in which it is unbounded. His 
faculties are as yet unimpaired iexcept his 
xhemory, which begins to iUffer feme dl-« 
ffliniition. The remark, that a prophet 
has no honor in his own. country, is very 
mach' verified in him; and I found thole 

> 

petibns who were intimately^* con verfant 
with his life and adions, moce indined 
to dwell on his perfonal imperfoftionfi^ 
his foibles, and his weaknefles, than lib- 
exf^tiate on his aftonifhing talents, add 
€iictended fame. Thus it always is where 
we view the obje<3: at too inconfiderable 

adif- 
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ia SSIunee, and &rough ilie me^udl d( 
thofe 4itt1eDCft« tvy^hare ihfepanible 
^m Iramsmhy. W«II ftii^t the Whiy 
^RodiefoQcaoli fliS:rt, diirt «< Admiration 
-^A dcqaaiiitahctt are incompadble." '^ttue 
only can libld up ^o view pre-eminent 
merits and aflign it the due rank in fHe 
temple of memory. 

4 

■ • 

Uplal Was antieritly the chief refidetice 
of the kings of 'Sweden, and 'is much 
older fhan the prefedt metropolis. It is 
iituate in a vafl plain open on all 'fides, 
and at prefent covered with grain. The 
lioufes are moltty of wood, nor is there 
^one public or private edifice of Hone m 
the city.*— Weieft it Sund^ morning, 
and arrived here the fame evening. In 
this joamcy of near ecn days, I have M* 

r 

tnctt midc the complete tour x)f the' Pni- 

• Vltacc of Upknd. The country is chieHy 

a horrid defert, covered with Ihapel^s 

Hoott, Ct with impenetrable woods, in* 

capable 
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:%iipM)^)e dt <vAtwAtl9D, and imt/id idf 
:^iYhaii>ittuits. Tho ^wi&tity of land <»i»- 
.<p}oye4 ki (tiUagQidoss not bear iheftfo- 
."portion of one id ti^n^^ |>evha)»s VI 
-might fay even 1«6, wtthoift any viol«- ■ 
iflon of trutht Nature liJ^s, howewr, 
4nbd6 them in iame dbgree amends fbr 
4hi6 i^arfitnony, by enriching thde b^tx^ . 
-waHtts trUk 'inoxfaaufliHle'minoB of cop«- 
;peri iron, and fiker. The peeaiants are 
'chiefly cnpiployed in the manufadure of 
tfbeie metak^ and I have i^ifited fix orie- 
Tten focgeson toy joux'aey^ each, of which 
xooftiamly en)ploys from four to fourteen 
hundred Workmen only in iron* Whtfre* 
^vtt these is a Country foat^, you may ^e 
certain to fee one of theie.fabrics > and.n^ 
•Cyclops w«re ever more. doEirgai^ in 
.«^orkiiig their nttierial^. . I hav^e rfcim 
them ftatid cloie to^ and haiDmer, 4(»j^r 

v. 

^aife frocks of linneby^ bar of prfj^.^l^e 

jiifeat and jrfuJgence.of whichry^tTiS atoi<ift 
iofuppprt^bie to .(n$. -j^t; tso.feet. di&m^, 

and 


and wiih the fparks of whlcli they ar« 
covered from head to foot. . I had the 
pleafure of viewing the whole procefe 
ufed to reduce the ore into iron, and 
muft own it is very, curious and inftruc^ 
tive. They firft roafl: it in the open air 
for a coniiderable time, after which it is 
put into a furnace, and when reduced to 
fufion, is poured into a mould of fand, a« 
bout three yards in length. Thcfe^ pigs, 
as they are then denomiBated, are next 
put into a forge heated to a prodigious 
degree 3 they break off a large piece with 
pinchers when red hot, and this is beat to 
- a lefier fize with hammers. It is put again 
ioto, the fire, and from thence entirely fi« 
niihed by being laid under an immenfo 
engine refembling a hammer, which is 
turned by water, and flattens the rude 
piece into a bar. Nothing can exceed the 
dexterity of the men who condudt this 
concluding part of ihfi operation, as the 
eye is their fole guide, and it requires an 

exquifite 
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exqtiifite nicety and precifion.-~tt is cer^ 
tainly^ a moft happy circumftance that 
Sweden abounds with thefe employments 
for her peafants^ as from the ungrateful 
foil and inclement latitude, tfafey muft 
otherwife perifli of mifery and famine. 

m 

Through thfe whole country are lakes, 
and pieces of inland water, on the banks 
of which their palaces and villas are ufual- 
ly built. My late to«r. has been entirely 
from one to another of thefe houies, and 
nothing can exceed the generous hofpita- 
lity I have found every where. It would 
even be refented if a ftranger vifited a 
forge, without paying his compliments u> 
the owner, who exped;s this mark of his 
attention and refpei^. . This cuftom 
plainly fhews how few perfons travel in 
this part of Europe : if they were tiume- 
rous, it would be quickly laid aiide,. or at 
leaft reftrained within narrower Jimits. 
I cannot fiiy as much in praife of the Swe*- 

N di(h 
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OM q/«dlity which xqu(^ / prece4? , th^e 
among a people ; I me^^ iieati}e6^ a 
virtue which I have ever fopnd in an 
emioeot dcjgree amor^ th^ igjh^^iftnts. 
of warm climates^ where jaature and p^* 
cefiity oblige them to extr^tne cleanliijiefs. 
There is a profuiioo of dishes, at thl^ir en- 
tertainments, but no taile in the arrange- 

* 

meat or difpoiition of them. The table 
grpap« beneath a number of cpverj^ whjich 

are all brought in at once, and then left 

« 

tQ cool duriog a ceremonious meal of at 
leaii two: hours, fiut. the.projogui? to 
this play 19 even worfe* Before they ^t 
: down to dinner, the company takei bread 
and butter, which they waih d^wp, with 
a glafs of brandy, and this horrid faihion 
prev^ls not only among perions pf coqdi- 
tioo, but extends even to the ladies, as 
aiveUlias the men« I muft own Lcaotiot 
recttKUe .m^felf to « caftootf which, 
' . . though 
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4t'dtij^ a d6ti1>^e^ cfrigintitia (inm die 

extreme cotdneft of the clknaftb/ is* oirfy 
worthy the Mdfbovites befc^e the feign 

Oflhcif rtfdhiiAf Pfeter* ' " ^' ' 

,'• "' .' ' I ■ . • 'I . • •1.1 .'.•.'- 

' ihive' made it an ofcjedl of mf eihdfck- 
to6rs fined ifiiiy arf ival, arid ;dai1hg rty 
refidence in this capitlli to know if there 
are at this time any men of genius, or 
per(ons eminent in painting, fculpturei' or 
poetry^ as I fliould .have endeavored to 
procure an introdu(ftion to their acquain- 
* tance. They Have mehtioned two or 
three names to me, and lavished encomi- 
ums on their productions j but I appre-^ 
hend their rarity, rather than ihtrinfic 
greatnefs or luftre, has given them fome 
reputation in a country, where nature has 
been fertile of laurels, but not of bays^ 
The names of Steinboch^ Piper, Lewen- 
haulpt, and Oxenftiern, yet furnve in 
their immediate defcendants } and the pre^ 
fent court is compofed of the grood^jdii}* 

N z drea 
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dren of thofe ctlebrated generalis who 
fought at Narva and at Pultowa. 

I am now juft going to bid adieu to 
Sweden : where my next letters will be 
dated from is very uiurcrtaio, poflibly 
from Abpp or fome parts pf Finlan(L 

I remain, with devotion, ^' 

§ 

Your moft affe^onatej &c« 
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LETTER IX, 


Ako itt Fkland; Toeidty^ aift Jane, 1774. 

YOU will fee by the place from 
whence I date, that I. have now 
reached the eaflcrn fide ef the gulf of 
Bothnia, A fpeftacle of a fiqgular kind 
detained me, however, at Stockholm, a 
day longer than I had intended. The 
fcene lay in a large park, about an Englifli 
mile without the gates of the city, where 
the camp has been pitched fbme weeks, 
and which is finely adapted for a martial 
entertainment, from the nature of the 
ground, which is irregular and full of de- 
clivities : the rifing parts of it are covered 
with fmall woods pf fir, and it is divided 
by a branch of the Meier Lake, over 
which is a floating bridge. The king of 
Sweden commanded about two regiments^ 
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ni9(Uy . Infantry I his yDWig«{^ bn»lb9fw> 
FriACQ Frodflric, ha4 uo^ him [ami 

* 

lOQO ftrQDj>8 l»orfe and fopfi. Tl»y WM9. 
cDtirely igaorapt of eaoh ethwa moti^o^. 
his XMJeO^y only endeavoriog' to furroiuKJi' 
tlie iokript %i^my^ and tke prilled exerting 
JlLs «ndfiavQrs. to ^SfcQ: a fe(;w« KtrRatr. 

^e prJLpeei* of SvKcden were prefect in..! 
I^t^lq Qpen <;haire, which permitted th^ni 

^ foUoW tb« Ibldtery Aver thi^ ^14, 99A. 
bo pre|en(' syftQi! wh<ire> The king, dvsh. 
$td io hia ttoiforni, waa moimtedi oa % 
Cceanv^colo(iic4 - horie, and appeared a» 
QIDch iuumatod vui intarilcd ip this cffiqK 
ff arw M he (o»ld have been on a da^.oC 
a^a^.. It WAS about fi¥c in the. evepiog^ 
whm it-he^ao^i . I (»aiK>t pretend to por^ 
(Qethe.ti|rp ^(orals throu||) the di^bwot 
laaAa^vi^ of their, condudf which pa^ed 
in tpo eaf»iia.rttpcc^oq» and were oi too 
ilitricatp and tnvrertaici • a latnre to adnlt| 

(4 fi pmm» d^^ptioq. The refult wzs^ 

however, 


hm^tivtt', ^erable to the kHsgfUi'bf^ 
tiMf haviiig negkded tadUt da a ^ftt 
wMefa . might hwe commanded aretteat 
}tf «iA^ ol emergency, found hk ertwtta 
hut, atid ^htn he woold faave availed 
hiMlelf of this pai&ge^ difcovered that bis 
rtvars troops were already ip po0effioQ of 
it^ having cr<!>iled the river in boats for 
that piirpoft. After having endeavored 
in vain to force them from this poftt he 
lormod bis infantry irito a hollow fj^uirep 
aikd inaiAtaiMd' a biiflfc fire oa all fidea for 
*. oDttfiSdkrable time 1 hot finding himielf 
cflviffOBcd by a much fuperior bo^ of 
forces^ and so pofiibility of «icaf>e^ ho 
delivered «ip ht€ fWotid to this king» am) 
Itiai fbldiers femained prifoDers of wari 
His eaivalry bad, however, ^ized om m 
fyMii bur moft advftntagcoQi ijpor^ iteidi 
tiA«efri£dd by the fate of iktSk eompaH^ 
'Di4ns5 tefufedto (arrendePyiatiddfemanded 
pcntifiiliDn to mardak oiE the 'fpoaad with 
sil ffiilitary iDfotiors. Thdit^ face was not 
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yet decided Wheii I quttted'lfle plA»at 
daren o'clock at night. It wa« a'¥tfry 
elegant and galiant diveirfion^ finely de- 
jigned to cultivate and praAke the opera-* 
tions of a campaign^ and keep aH^e the 
knowledge of war even amid the caoft 
profound peace. 

I left Stockholm at four &<Aock the 
enfuing morning, which was laft Friday, 
and reached Grifelhamn on the weftern 
fhore of this gulf about eleven at night. 

« 

I engaged a boat to carry nie over to the 
lile pf Aland : the weather was remark- 
ably ferene and pleafant, and the little 
breeze which played was fevorable. The 
Tailors pref!ed me to loie no time, as it 
might change 3 and I was too well ac- 
quamted with the inconilancy of the ele-» 
ment to negledt their advice. I ordered 
hiy carriage to be put into the boat, and 
' following it myfelf immediately, we fet 
fail." I drew the curtiun before the cbaife, 

«nd 
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* • sMttd MTfapf^i^tnyrelf m,my great coat ibll 
V tSwftiafl^cp. Wh^i^ I awoke in the morn- 
- ipgt WP .b9{)' p^rforined more than two 
. tbkds of .tbp paflfage^ which is forty-*five 
..jEngtiih milfs^ and about nooii I landed 
. 9/t Frcbbenby on the Ifle of Aland^ . JVfy 

road to Finland lay entirely through it* 

■ 

I need not remind you, that this ifland 
. Jtasj been rendered famous by the negotia- 

^ ttons which were carried on here, between 
Count Qfterman and Baron Gortz, in the 
year 17 x 8, . which were deiigned to unite 
the two foyereigns Peter and Charles, 
who ha4 fo long been at enmity ; and 
whi^h in all probability would have given 
a new face to tb^t affairs of Europe, if 
they. had not been rendered, abprtive, by 
thiQ unexpedte^ death of ^e. latter ibon 
tfter at Fredencihall. 

. While I flopped to change jbories at a 
little village called Haroidfliy, the baillif 
or governor pafled. me, aiid knowing I 

muft 
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xataSt be a ftranger,. very pdiiety accdfted 
me. I was glad to have fdcfh M^opp&t^ 
tnmty of gaming a little infbrmatioa rek*- 
tikFe to the iflaEiKl. Hefaid^ it was about 
one bcinditd and eighty miles in circttid-*' 
i^nct, aodhad upoa it betwcfen fiv^e-and 
fitf^tkouiand inhabitants i «baC the^ paid 
ne pecaniary ta^s, but were ortly i>bliged 
tB fnmiCti a certaia number of meft for- 
the defence of the kingdom ^ and that 
vtiflklage was unknown^ they being all- 
f tee in the n:ioft exteniive fenfe. ^ There 
*«is no town/ <rontinued he, * upon the 
'^'{QaAd^ aifd Vhe^peaiaats have always Tt^ 
< fnondrated againfl: the founding any^ as 
^' iHat S wediOi government have repeatedly ^ 
^^'^intendedt • My refidence is at Caftle* 
^^'li&lrift, aboui three miles from hence^ 
'^and^icloie to which you muft pafsr It. 
* is an alitient fbitrefe, built by the vice- 
*'tbf ^^rh(h foimied Stockholm, and re* 
<f{pii#id%7«<ir celebrated ChriiUna. It 
*^' coatttiin at prdfeiit Iktle^x^tfay a tra-- 
f!^ - 3 * vcllcr'» 


' rooip wbere tb».ui]^appy King Eric tht^ 

I 

^ ^XVth W'«» confined* I hav« bad th^ 
' rfwriofity. fome few years ago ta nftt it f 
' iwt tlK acce& is at tbi8 time io niiiK>y^ 
^ : apd eveii daogjsrous, that I caonot advife 
^ yon IP attt^opt it,* I returned hint 
tbfti^ks for his advice^ tboi^l^ I was fully 
dctcercftiffced lo a^fl ia oppofition to it.; and 
bavmg bid bim adic9, purfued myjodrjEiey. 
I arrived in balf aa hour at tbe caftle^ and 
aUgbttcd uadec tbe walU : it fttiids in a 
be^utifiil fituatioaon tbe banHsof ariver^ 
and cpmaiaiiding an cxtenfive view oa 
every (ide. It waa not tiJl after a (jnarter 
of an hour's fearch/ th^t tbe peafant who 
dr^ve. ^e carriage^: and who had Icnowa 
tbe caAle' forty years> {xmld difcover the 

p^age whiich led to tftte chanber, vi^ere 
the king^bad been imprisoned j and it was 
with ftiU greater dilionUy I could enter 
it wbon fotiod. X crawled upoar mj ha»de 
wA l^nef |& vwder an ar^i tl^^ (h» V ^ 

which 


I 
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vt^bich having fallen down in 'fr conrfd'^ 
;fears, bad afmoft filled up the Way; aiid- 
afterpaffing this narrow enirance^ I bad' 
xm^ ladders to mount, which did not' 
appear capable of bearing much prefiiire* * 
Iridilowed; however, where my guide led* 
the ^ way, And entered the apartment* 
tbiough a trap-door. I mu^ own £ was'^ 
ilmck with compaffion and horror io 
think that a fovereign bad been the tenant 
of fuch a:dangeon, which is too miierable 
for the wortb malefador. It is compo(ed - 
of ftone, and vaulted overhead : I fnea- 
fttfed it by my paces ; it was about twen- 
ty^ree feet long, by twelve broad. The 
Ugfat is admitted by a narrow window, 
through a wall five feet in thicknefs. In 
dve corner is a little fire-place, and in the 
other ^a cupb&ard hollowed in the walK 
The flooring is of brick, and, as the pea- 
fant pretended to fhew me, is worn away 
in th6fe places where the king was ufed' 
t<y Walk. I fhould be afhamed to fay;^ 

that 
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that all my knowlec^e « relative to 
ipyal captivfij and the rcifciioiftaaeei^ 
which pcoduced his confinement, atto 
drawn Icom converfation, if I conld not 
aifar6 you: that this 18 almoft the .only 
fpurce.&om whence fuch information can 
be derived. Guftavus Vafa» Guftavua 
Adolphus^ Chriilina and ^ Charle$ th6 
Xllth, have all had their biograpben^ 
and may. be procured in every language ; 
but I attempted in vain, to buy at Stocks 
holm a hiftory of the Swediih' kingB^ 
there being no fuch produdion. I acat 
chiefly indebted to the gentlen^n of 
whom I have juft mstfie mention, for ib^ 
little I kQOW relative tO:Eric. He was the 

w 

eldeft fonof Guftavus Vafa, and. fucceeded 
his father in 1560. His name appeax$, 
anaong the lift of our £lisss4>cth's fuitori^ 
but he ieems to have been ill formed by 
nature for fuccefs in gallantry. He. waa 
iounoderately addidqd Cp the ftudy of 
aftrology, a weakness not confined to him 

alone. 
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attBi0> but whkh charaOeriaed Am tea* 
Xnrj in winch be^ livedo : He wte' depiyftil 
in- 156S, by iw bRnher Joiw tht SUtf^ 
9ifid after hdtsg fCMu t cd to difienixt fni^ 
(cm, 'he ended/ his cbys^at GrijiiSiokiD^ 
Sweden, diough udiether by ft vicdeBV4f 
a natuiial dc^ is inc^e a matter«f ipeot^ 
lation and fofjiicion, than at atsoksty^w 
fy&. Every oatidn feems to Jiave ]|mC it% 
£iic« The"^ Wencdkm of tiie em|M^ 
the i^ter tiko Uld fif Raffia^ tfae Alpfaoa^ 
io the Vltfa of Portugal, and dhe Henrf 
^. IVth of CaAiie, are only the ftiaeiU 
Aory differently Idld^ and varying Itf fMS^ 
Vmto circttmftances* The Engliih iNKve 
had many Erics: onr aitaiafs an mdre 
fteincd with ri^l bloody than any oclk«r» 
of Europc,^ and foreigner^ juftly remarft^- 
that one hardly paflcs thfc ruiti of a eaiHe, 
where fome one of our prinete hAi iitof 
been impriforied or beheadedi - 6^t^fi» A^ 
turn from this dKgfeffion / 


j« *• 


> ' I left 


/ 
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I kft Caftldioim ^fieer I had gratified 
]my cUrififityf and condnulng my jooraejr, 
fttfivoi at the termination of the illand, as 
die fun itX^ It was my Hitenticn to have 
gone ^a tb Finland by the poft rout, 
tbrotfgh Several fmall iflands or rocks^ 
terom one to another^ of which there are 
conftantly boats provided to convey tra- 
irelkrs. Juft as I was on the point of car- 
Tying thi$ defign into execution^ four or 
fire of die country people came and pro- 
. pded to* convey me from thence ftrait to 
Abo. Th^ faid> the diftance was only 
about one hundred and twenty Englifli 
miles^ that the wind was viry fair $ that 
they had often made the pa]0age in twdvc 

or Iburteen hour«, and doubled. not to tk) 

» , • 

the fame now > that I needed not lofe a 
moment, as their little veiTel was in rea- 
dinefsj and only waited, my orders • I did 
not befitate long, but oomplied Vfith the 
offer, and left Aland about midnight on 
Saturday^ I flept, as I had done the pre- 

ceding 


,» 


ceding night) in my carriage, and At feten 
in the morning found myfelf in a narrow 
pa&ge^ furrbjmded by high rocks, and 
the people em:pi(oyed in rowing. I mad^ 
no queftion that we were , already, in the 
jiver of Abo^ but was not a little cha- 
grined to find on enquiry, that the wind| 
had fallen away, that we were hardly 
thirty miles from the place we had quit- 
ted, and that I muft not flatter myfelf 
with landing in Finland that day. : They 
added, that, the whole way was thro' fixch 
channels as I was then in ; that fome of 
the iflands by which I failed were in- 
habited i and that if I pleaibd tbey would 
land me on one of them, where I might 
procure fome refreshment. : To this I' 
gladly confented, and about nine o'clock, I 
went afhore on one called Lappo. I 
walked to a little hamlet at a mile dif- 
tance from the (hore : the poor peiifants 
very chearfully brought me fome cream, 
and affiftcd in boiling mycoflfcc. No- 

' . thing 
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thing could exceed their poverty; t little 
black bread; fiih^ pork, and a fort of mix^ 
ture they called beer^ conftituting all 
their fuftenance. After having niade a 
very con^ortable breakfaft on this un^^* 
known and fequeftered iiland» I returned 
again to the boat. During tUe. whole 
day, we purfued our voyage through a la-^ 
byrinth of fmall rocks and iiles, many of 
them covered with firs and afpins ; fome 
few green and beautiful, but far the great- 
er number barren and rugged, I could 
have fancied myfc^f ampng the Cycladcs, 
{o famous in antient ftory ; but here were 
DO temples facred to Apollo or to Juno, 
.nor ^had genius and poetry confpired to 
^render every cliff and promontory immor-r 
,tal» Many of the profpeds were, how- 
ever, wondroufly pidurefque androman-^ 
tic, and I frequently flopped the boatmea 

k 

for a minute, to gaze upon the extraordi- 
nary Scene around me. Sometimes we 
went through channels of only twenty or 

O. thirty 
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thirty feet in hta^ j fometiaiies thb waw 
ter dpened into^ a coniickrabl^ cxprnxtc^ 
and oftea t|iere appeared to be tit avenue 
on any ifide, I was aftonUhed how ^cjr 

* r 

fo exadly knhw their tracks in this intdr 
cate and perplexing maze, through wifich 
nothing befides long experience pqpld 
have condufted theni. We were about 
forty miles from Abo when the fan w^ 
down, and I was once more obliged to 

* • ■ 

fleep in my carriage : we entered the fir 
ver early yei^erday morning,, and abi>at 
eight o'clock I finished my voyage* . 

There is not any thing in Abo, which 
has entertained me in the furvey, ox tan 
amnfe you by the defcription. Jt is a 
VretcMed <:apital of a barbarous province. 
The houfes are almoft all of wo6d> and 

- ^ • 

the archiepifcopal palace is compofed of 

*lio better materials,^ except that it is 

painted red. I enquired if there was not 

any thing in the univerfity to merit atten- 

'- ^ '* tionj 
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tibn i but Acy dflure me it would be re-^ 
garded as a piece of ridicule to vifit it on 
fuch an errand^ there being nothing with^ 
in it's walls except a very fmall library, 
atid a iFew philofophical inftrumehts. 

I waited on tbe governor foon after my 

arjfival ; he has procured me horfes on the 

* * - • «i rf 

(Qa4 froqi hence to Helfingfors,' the |ir0; 
town in my w^y to St. Petcr{burgh> an4 
whicli |s one hundred and twenty miles 
diilan):. ^s the weather during the day 
i^.^t prdfertt very hot, I (hall delay my de* 
parture pU the evening. There is at this 

flcfLC a great annual fair, and I bave 
amufed myfelf this hour pa(t in looking 
from the window of my apartment, at a 
xroud of ^ree or four thoufand Finland 
^eafan^ts, who are colleftcd together, and 
/orm a curious couj^ (Tceil in their country 
dre^Ses. Adieu! I (hall write as I con« 
.tiotte pjy Jqurney. 

» 
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Wyboar^ in Carelia, Wednefdaj^ 29th Jone, 1771. 

« 

IJ^Jni. ANp U notfo very unfertile or uncul- 
I tivated a province as I haci 1>eeh taught 
to expcd:. I faw no part of Sweden^ Vx« 
cept Bail Gothland^ which is Co free from 
thofe vaft ftones which nature in her ah- 

. ger fcattered over thefe kingdoms; nor 
|iny> where the foil is apparently more fer- 
, tile, or the country better peopled. ' Tlie 
peafants fpeak a barbarous jargon equally 
unintelligible to a Swede or a Ruffian; 
but in the towns the former language Is 

* i;enerally ufed, and generally un'd&rftood. 
I ftaid at HeKingfors a day, more to reco* 
ver my paft fatigue, than from the defii^ 
of feeing an immenfc fbrtrefs ' built as a 
barrier againfl the' kufCaiis, and in Whfieh 
there is at thicr time a 'griffon of 8000 


t . ' 


inen. It'is iiiotyet cnBi^GompIeateiii 

' -^ but 
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but as more than t wo-^thirds of the foldiery 
are cooftantly at work on the fottiiicati- 
onSf it is to be prefumed it will be in full 
readinefs for the next rupture between 
^eie'riyal nations. 

. I flcpt at the city of Borgo Fridjr 

nighty and at ten the enfuing evening I 

arrived at the confines of the Swedish mo- 

narchy. A river divides the empire of 

Ruflia from the dominions of Sweden : 

acfpfs it is a wooden bridge^ one hair of 

^l^uch is conftantly repaired by the one, 

apd the other half by the other nation. I 

lyM flopped by the guards on either fide, 

,aQd underwent a very minute fearch be- 

$foro I was permitted to proceed. At 

^ about fi league beyond this boundary, my 

,£9rriage broke down in a deep wood,* 

. more than two Englifh miles from any cot- 

• • 
tfgq; it wasaboutfour in the morning when 

rthis accident happened; I left the po<* 

(tiliofli to guard the chs^fe, ^nd walked on 

L O 3 with 


( 
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with my fervant to the next Ruman him* 
let. We addrefled ourfclves to thi fifft 
peafant we met, who was a Swfide By 
birth, and underftood* the language, Af- 
tcr much entreaty, I prevailed on him to 
furnifli mc with a wheel from his own 
little charrette, as mine could not liave 
. been repaired in many hours, arid they 
even declared it incurable from it^s long 
fervices, and numerous ailments. I 
bt myfclf very happy *^to procure 
this temporary aid," and by the Help of it 
I arrived a!t Fredericfhamn the fanle even^ 
Jng. Here; every thing announced a' fif- 
lerent people from thofe I had juft quit- 
ted. The features, the complexion, the 
manners, the drefs of the inhabitants 
were all Mufcovitei and a tHoufand 
leagues could not have made a more ftirik- 
ing alteration than a few miles had done. 
It is exa(9tly the fame in eroding the Py- 
renees from French into Spanifh Na-? 
yarre ^ and plainly evinces hoyv ftrongly 

th« 
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ihp chMf^^r^Np^ the indmduals ,which 
^CQippofe^fociety is tinged and formed by 
^e .sovernmept^ jpolicy» and religion of 
^ie nj^tion, 

« 

The plan of FredericOiamn is one of 

th? moft elegant I have ever feen» and rea« 

li^es in miniature that ! attributed to Sir 

^ Chriftopcr Wren, after the fire, of Lon- 

. 4on, in 1 666^ all the ftreets going o^F like 

* <» * • '* * 

radii from a centre, in which is a hand- 
Some hotel de ville. The unaffeded po- 

^tenefi; and hoipitality with which I was 
i|[eceived ^y General SeftikofF, to^whom as 
governor of the city 1 paidi my compli- 
< ments on my arrival, detained me here a . 

^ * ■ • * • 

^^day. .He introduced me to the prince of 
liPTembourg, ^ German in the emprefs of 
Ruffia's fervice. I mention his name, . 

•^-..•♦.w . 't^ Jit 

*PSt}yJi9 ^^y^*yS^ * P*^^^^ ^^ '^^^ country ' 
?* ^.?:fl?M4*i'S^^ ^Wplf..:" rThefe 
provinces were,, as you know," faid he, 

/* conquered from Frederic^ king of Swe- 

O 4 deuj 


Cfie ceflron of- tTictn to Her,-a?ia ih«-«b# 
cifatibn of tire 'Swedes/ '¥heb6fteft4«b 
^^rfebouglit'ty jjeafants, priefts^ anctiftyx 
%i^cs firrthe fnralleft-trMleK Jt ii-clA 
►io^plea^41icfumvatddi and' Unfertile. ^^1 
Bive myfelfpuVchafed above forty Eil^m 
miles of land fince niy arrival "lor Oafy 
iiobo'^'ral)les.*'~rrec611e(aed the pifiiici^ 
wbrds iff 1 tirove from Fredericthamn'-'fo 
tnis ciTEyV ihib whol^ iritermcHiate countfy 
*Hcibg the moflt favagc, rockyi^ alicJ ihhof- 
ilaMc'defert you can conceIv6: ff omtfie 
dteij' of orie to the critrance^of the otlie>^ 

"t¥aw fc'arCc any other figrfs of J)6pulatfaa 
than ^t the little hamlets where I flopped 

to change horfeS ; yet has this frontier of 

« 

the Swedish and Ruffian territory been a^ 
obftiqately difputed^ and caufed the efiu- 
lion of as much blood, as the mofl pleti*?- 
|iful and happy regions of the earth. 
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I have 


c(J b*T^ieci?{ 1^9 place foccr 5tt)ckliolfl^ 

i«)wr« thM<LT<;ca3i8 io muck die face of io^ 
4&i/kSf: aad co^Kimerce as bece^ . It i$ a fyff^ 
4ft?4 city, ^aod duriog the vrars Mweo^ 
[esTand Pct^^ when it belooged tff 
fhe fpraier of tbofe princes^ was reputed 
Jf^fongf the Ruffians bavipg.bcen mox)) 
^fSjn once forced to raife the £ege ; but 

^a^ prefbnt . the forti^caiions are yefjr rui« 

" '■ . . . * . • ^ 

(jious.— tl arrived here laft night, md (hl^t 
.q^it it this evening. I hope to r^ach ^t, 
feterfbujgh to-morrow, though in a|l 
j^^^babihty late, as the diftance is one 
^h^mdredaud ten English. miles. ^ lih0 
^iii^iatch this as ioon as I g^t then. Fi|if<» 
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Si^. Pet^ibu^K Monday^ iithjaly, 1774* 


?fl€7rOU: ntuft not ^yet .0X|ieA any dte- 
' i 9V- V fcriptioa.of this gceat capiMjl^. wl|ifl;^f 
i tiioai^ ofilj a crcttiicm of the .preieolcfn- 
.JaU^f'i has already grovKn.toa.va0; fke^ ajjid 
iflontains nfiftitely. higher nisutter .of^ ep- 
2tcrtainment.aad inftrtt^on than.eithec.pf 
iilUbfi froni^iwheace Lam Jately i»oie«' 1 1 
»«irIftiiKkiMri|h a -pleafing ^aftnhifliipciit^ 
while I wander among haven^^ ftteci^Sf 
and piiUiD ^ttilHingSs which have riA^n, 

* 

as by inchantn^nt^ within the memory of 
men ftill alive^ and have converted fhe 
marihy iflands of the Neva into one of the 
moft magnijBcent cities of the earth. The 
imagination^ aided by fo many vifible oh- 
jedsi rifes to the wondrous founder^ and 
•T a_ J behold* 
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'beholds iki idea the tatehry genius of Pe- 
ter> yet hovering ovet' the child of his own 
produ^ion^ and viewing with a parent's 
fdndhefs bill's rifing palaces and temples* 
The' names on ttbich antient ilbry dwells 
with ib much' fondnefsy fink on a compa«- 
rifon with this immortal inan^ and the fa- 
'■^uUixi leg^iftort of Greece md Bgypt ne- 
ver ■|>r($iu0led 'to tttempt -the tn^lity 
-^renjfbrmation which -At Csar-cdmpleat- 

"hA. -The foUoWertf of Cadmns, of Tbe- 

' ' tens, Ktidf < bf ' RiJitfoIas, m^tc > iraauMBd 
VMi' the dtmtf dr^or-^t thdirl«a4er^ -but 

^the Mufcotttes^ Wrapt in the moft ^so« 
femndba^barifmi^ iecluded by their ilisbe- 

' )isl prejudices from- an ^ itxercotirfe) with 

• ^ EUrdptiah natiohs/'artd equally kke fiA;Ves 

of fuperftition and long prefoifptkn^ Mftre 

• forcibly torn 'ft^im thi* Wlghrof ignonaite, 
^ and c6rnpeMed -to^a^ept- of knowledge^ of 

* fcfincmtfet, aAd of civ^^^^ ItmiA, 
' 6wrt I hifver-cbnfider 'ti^isf id recent/^and 
*fQ wohdtfatts- an^ etdnt,' ^M^idiout Wng 

hurried 
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burriod iiwfiy by an cnthnCfffm I cannot 
^pid fcfliogii and froop .^hk:h ^ iiow,re^ 
torib. to, gtv« .you .fongi'e; unpfirA'«6b delet^ 
JH$V l>f "ttltfi feflivitics to; yhjch, I hayp 
jbceila.:wlt«erf;d^ing.iny Aay Jbere, .tij^t^ 

• * 

^dm whioh I:am only jtift; fjQtuf 1^4; > 

)*^ I bad the pk^Airc to ^Qcon^poi^y. ^}f 
-Rahcrt Gunoibg: lajft Saturday to the j>%- 
kdfl^ jOf PelechQiF, where the emprpfjfi ^t 
tpniefeiit refides» It was th^ tmniyerfaf jf pf 
^cr accefiioOt >vhen there ia :;gc)pen(I)yja 
Tory ;brtUumt sourt. As w^c ,^rd v/?d e||:}jjf, 
ilind.'aa opportunity of, vkwfvs ^^^iffHr 
-deds iKfore her majefty'$ appear^999. 
.They are very extenfivc^ lying along j^ 
;ibore of the giilf of Finland^ 4nd waibtyl 
)b)r it% waters. In tH«. .nit^ft of f^9>^ 
tflotidfi the .palate iti<^i 4lwtf « po^.an.ofi^- 
>iieoee, .4iid .^pnjn^^dipg afine view. , j|t 
-<ia% begw ;by Pc«er th^Jft, bat has l^g^ 

ifiatfcf^ftf^. 6t«bat M .if>b«i^m«' «C9^ '»?7 

3 Ivgo, 
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iarge. -Iil' tfa^ front is a dAtuH 6f 'tbtak 

ImnSnd yards' ih length "which joins ;thfe 

« 

^W/ and from which thttl^jetf ^eaUTiSit 
fupplied, which do not,, like thofetof IRttL 
'{salles, only play on grbat ivftWals, ' bdt. 
conilaMljT thrboghout thei year. ilSI^ 
apartments are all very fplendid ; but my 
)ittention wae chiefly etifgrO^d hfylihc, 
drawing-room^ where* hsngi'fiv^ ihmIbH* 
left pdf traits 'of the fovfereigm of Rt^. 
They are all length pieces, btit by J99h%t 
mafter I canhdt fay. Petec l»tn&lfdsi the 
fiirll, and oppdfite to him ajfp^rd th9 Li^ 
vbDiaii villager whom he tsiifed fromia 
cottage to the inoft unbotinded ib?br 
reignty. I flood for fome moments under 
this painting in filent admiration of the 
woman, who had paiTed from fo humUe 
ft ftation to an imperial diadem; bf which 
her gen^ius, her fidelity, and her virnie 
made her worthy. She is^dr^wa by the 
painter asr in middle Hfe j her «ycs and 
:hair hladt; har^countMaAoc^ o^eni £aui^ 

ing 
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ing and ingratiating, and her perfon not 
exceeding; the middle fize. The Em^f 
pK&B Anne aiid jj^lizabetl^ fill ^heir tc^ 
fpe^ve places: in this apartmeni^/ but did 
uot long detain me from a portrait of the 
reigning fovereign, which is of a Angular 

Itind. She is habited in the Ruffian uni-. 

* 

~ form^ booted, and (its aftride on a white 
- horfe. In her bat is the oaken bPRgh^ 
which (he wore at the memorablp revolur 
tioh which placed her on the throne, and 
which was likewife taken by all her adr 
herents. Her long hair floats in difordef 
down her back '; and the flu(hing in hef 
face, the natural eiFedt of the heat 
and fatigue (he had undergone; is finely 
de(igned. It is a faithful and .exa£t r^* 
femblance of her drefs and p^rjCon, as (i)p 
appeared twelve years ago, when (he capie 
to Peterhofi; and feized the throne of 
Ruflia. 

w 

4 

While my eyes were fi vetted to this 

r ■ 

piAure, and my thoughts 'employed on 

the 
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melancholy cataftrophe qf the unhap<* 
py cmperdr whkh fa fpon followed^ the. 
e(9pf<fs'3 eatfaoce was ^iiaounc^d. She . 
waa preceded by a loog train , of, lords ' -^ 
and gentlemen. J felt a pleafure corred:-* 
ed with awe as I gazed on this extraordi^ 
nary woman^ whoie vigor and policy^i^ 
\yithout any right of blood, has feated and. 

maintains her id the throve of the Ca^ars. 

'^ * . I, . 

Though (he is now become rather corpti*- 
lent, there is a dignity tempered with, 
gracioufnefs in her deportment and inan«- 
Der, which ftrikingly jmprefles. She 
was habited in a deep blue filk with gold 
ftripes, and her hair ornamented with dia- 
monds. After the foreign minifters had 
paid her the cuftomary compliments on 
this day, I had the hpnor to be prefented 
and to kifs her hand. The grand duke 
' and ducheis «f RuiHa followed the emr 
prefs, who x:ontinaed fcarce a minute in 
the circle, but fat down at the card table. 

m 

I followed the croud to the other end of 
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die •partmeot* where a tointmffi of sdifi*. 
feraitt kind, «od perhat)^ <M)t kits dc^poilr 
or ttiiUiiuted la her empire, iMjd dmwa 
another cirde of notaries hy the ma^ of 
her voice, and received a- hopat^ inm 
her perfoiutl accompUnuneotf, peiiiaps 
ittoce fiatieiiag than that paid tegreataeft, 
becaofe m<»e the offering iof the heart. , 
This wts no other than Gabridt, whom 
Brydooe &w at Palermo, and I wj|s dcfr 
tiaed to meet at Peterflwrgh: (he had 
juft began an air as I came upt and. I )if«* 
tcned hrdeep attention for fi>me miiwtet 
that it laAed. When ihe had BakiM, 
I continued to look at her tilLCouat 
Rze wu(ky» a yoong Polilh noblenian, caoK 
up to me, and afked me if I wifbed to h^ 
introduced to her. I aflured bimf he 
could not confer a greater oUigation cm 
me. She rofe up with great pditeneft oeL 
the Count's introducing mt to hertas :m 
Engliih gentleman who was lately arrived^ 
and I did not lofe the opportunity to tmau 

into 


t 2^ j 

kM « t^metfMoa \rMi' her« Site ^HA 
^ftCtfy frte' and ttnrefdred in her replied 
to i' fimtAtet <Sf Ittde queftiont wbidb I 
pot Itf 'lier; She Md, that thbogh tx&i 
t<5'ttfe Wartn^r climates of It«}y and^cify^ 
her* coiiftitutidh was riot impainjd or ia<«> 
jured hy '^e fev^rfty of that here; that 
the ctn^cC9 ws^ * '» bottnteous xoxBtre&i. 
afad ihe had hd reafbn to be diffirtisfied 
^Hh her prefSiit fitnation ; but that» Jiot-i^ 
ntfthftaiidiBgf'fhe had a pailionate deike^to 
▼ifit 'Etigla^; -a journey ihe h»i bden 
inasSy- ikneff on the point of ezecutiagji 
but hadtaeVtfr yet aceomplithed. I ^ured 
Ktir how happy the Bngliih natton would 
bt to Ac dnong them a woman of fuch 
pre4cxniiient. merit, and how generous 
their pafirouge was to all the performers in 
fhe fine arts. I mentioned Madeihoilclle 
Mei&el to. her, as a proof of the jufticQ pf 
m^ l^eniony aod tcM her that ^tho name 
<rf^La< belle OabrleliJWas already . too weH 
k«o«rft aoMJig.iu, o«tt ta .in%%fepo 'iti^ 
y-v P inoft 
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moment to alk ber^ if (ho htd nfevcr beard 
of or koown z Mr. Brydoae, who was at 
P^ermo a >cry few years fince, and had 
given us a defcriptioo of her peribo and 
Toicej^ as far as tbej^ admitted of it. She 
£udy ihe ' had not the pleafare to, know 
him^ nor recoUe^ed to have heard bit 
name i bat mentioned Sir WiUiam iHam- 
iltoa and Lord Cowper^ as peribos with 
whom ihe was well acquainted. Our 
conrerfadoff was mod agreeaMy inter* 
f upted by her landing vp to iiog. I owft 
own I never heard any voice fo perfeAly 
iweet, meltingr and abiUute ia it's com« 
mand over the foul : nor can any thing 
exceed the negligent carekisnefi apparent 
in her whole manner, while cfoplojed in 
this oecupationir as if flie delplfed the 
appearance of exertion or any labor to 
pleaibc I am nfftirti, however^ her pow- 
ers, are ibme what impftired ilncfc her ani-^ 
yni hefts and that &e does aotrpofleis that 

compafa 
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t<m)p«^ or finen% dt pccTeei; wlucK J^ 
1^4 two Jp^Vf ?gpi . Th? chv^ja^r of cft* 

piirtf ^ Sitirf^c^ ibe has not b^ bexei a| 

|#^ the foighe^ 4ogne<>. %fi wa« at MiUft 
>v|)(^ ^tt CQipfffa «9g4ged ber to iing iil 
l^»r ;^owt^ Th? pr j§p (he dpofta wJpd ws» 
74>pfi ryblfif (or about 1500 L fteriing) a 
99V% bffldf s 8 bpufe and cgpriags ; Qor 
would (be irelfci; thq Ipa(l drtid^ of tbil 
fumk They remonl^rated with bef .pA 
.Ibft unreaibdablenefs of fo ettormous a fk' 

kiy* i^d to io4ttce tier to dimiwih it> in-^ 
fijfWf4 luft tl}(t( {( ^4 miir^^il bad ng 

more^ " If that bfl tjw cj^fc/' faid te 

^i^y omfid^i^d in itiblf« is by Pii r^^Mf 
HADifi^blAi ibf 4(M* Dot txMeilii i^ (b# 

i0M)}» «n4 k« eye? b)^ 1 b»t hsf Affcb if 
INH|tttfitdyirb«to» mmI t^ikv d^ »fi)«l^ 

P a difclofes 
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dlfclores tncite than- can ftridly be coii^ 
fined (6 that • part of the human body^ 
it cannot hb gazed oil with impunityi 
Her attfadibns have not failed to procure 
her many admirers during her flay here^ 
and (he haj had her favored Mufcovite, 
0$ well as her SicHian ]6ver. Though 
her falary U (b ample^ it is only on pecu<* 
iiar occaiio^s and great feflivals that (he 
ufually fin]^s> and it is poffible I may not 
hear her again while t ftay in this capi* 
lal. 


The court broke up between tight and 
nine o'clock in the evenings and I return* 
ed to Peterfburgh ; though I went down 
to PcterhofF ycfterday again, when there 
was a mafquerade and illuminations in 
the gardens. The former of thefe is ra^ 
^ ther a bal par^ en dojkiM^ as there are very 
few or ho fancy drefTes, nor is any charac^* 
ter fupported. Every peffon, without 
" diftindion/ is adm^ted on this occaii<M^ 

and 


and there were not lefs than 4 or 5000 
perfons prefent. Her majefly was dr^iTed 
in a blue domino^ and played cards moil - 
of the night. The illuminations ia the 
gardens fgr furpafs any I ever faw in my 
life. In thefe, as alfo in fire«wor|LS <^ 
every kind^ I am aflured the Ruffians es> - 
eel any nation of Europe, Two pfodi«* 
gious arcades of fire extended in front of 
the palace: the can^l, which. reaches to 
the gulf of Finland^ was illuminated on 
both fides^ and the. view. terminated by 
a rockji lighted in the. infidei' and which 
had a beautiful tS^Qi. From either fide of 
the canal went ofFlpng arched walks oilu.^ 
minated i and beyond thefe^ in the woods, 
were hung feftoons of lamps, differently 
coloured* All the jets d'eaux played. 
Artificial cafcades, where the water turn- — 
bled from one declivity to another, and 
under each of which lights were very art-- . 
fully dlfpofed^ amufed and furprifed the 
fpedjitor at the Tame (ime. Befide^ thefe 

P'3 ' ' were 
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yttn A]fnmcr4io<iibSx pyramids, and t«ai4 
plbs 6f flame ^ and btybnd ill a]^rt4 
theroyqi yachts on the Vrater,^ in the fiiitie 
hHlUant and dazzling oi^mefits. Nt>thiilg 
tmild be better Calculated to produce tha| 
^iddy and tnmoltiioMs fedifig of ibin^b^ 
wondvrand delight, Which j^ though if iiH-^ 
ici n^itfaef from the tinAerftandtng or tii^ 
jiefertk |iat yet a Otoft \(S9iet^ ItffltieMb 
'Ovef()oth, The &nl6s i^ohc are <ft]^tM<- 
ted, and leave peithbr time Adr tjSi^t^^ 
x^ ictSpn txn the -oataM of the eiMettaih- 
iiwht ihey proS^r, but «ehifl '{}i- a^^y ih 
>n iiiipetuofity which i^ ftol to fMbt^fiiled^ 
^f We add to ali this the pd5)k^ l6f Wtlfic^ 
dancingt ind wknton hours^ tci^ether with 
the pfefence of ii itiultftude <>f b&th ieSteSj^ 
hah^t^d in a dre& whkh kirelsaU iKAihc*- 
<ioa^ 9nd is defigned for4hat pttrpiift^ i^ 
heart pa^ft be uncdmm^ly tni&nthropi^ 
^al or iMfeeUngt which dbea not catch 
fxne Ipark of oiirth aad|;afiantry at fiich 
]|ii '9ltar. Tl^i^ impreflion^ howevefj as it 
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is violent^ Md produced from temporarjr 
caufes, ibon fobfides md expires with the 
oii and the taper which gave k birth. It 
is a* kind of Aori it)ta3ticatioh» the delir 
riom of a few hours, when xeafoo rofigns 
faer fceptre, and leaves us to the guidance 
of any feqfe which happens to predomi- 
nntej .ici0r« on a.rQtl?Qfpe(%, 4^ At appear 
anjr other th«fi« gay vifiooj i^hic^ is paf- 
Jfed before vrc had well contemplaied it. 
Thefe is fb Imk obfcucity at <ibi« feafon 
cf the year ^qr diene is no dBduieii) th»t 
if the n%^t had not been very doudy, the 
iliaminadons could not have produ<:ed 
their full effe&« . Thus favorable circpm* 
ftance however, fuporaddod to the black ^ 
vapor which pok from, foch a. jnMtUitude 
of lamps, and bong over the gardens, 
caufed a 4egMe cif gloom, which, under 
the 0ielter of the woods, approached near* 
!y to daricnefs for about two hours, from 
eleven ttU one in ahe mornifig ; but before 
t^yrep the envabM'da^H-light burA » ujw>n 
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the fplendor of this dazzling fcene, WMdIi 
required the canopy of night to giire-H 
any luftre. That laflitudc and bodily 
Tatigue which I had not fe)t before^nd^ 
reminded me of the neceffity of . i:cpo&« 
The laipps were expiririg on evcfy fite'; 
the company began to'difperfe^ and quit 
the place ; each njoraerit dimiflifked the 
magic which had charnled erewfaile;* atid 
the fugitive enchantment was paflbd. 
I was glad to leave it before it totally ftft 
me ; and between four and five I got Mto 

my carriage, and in a few minutes^'fbll 

* 

faft afleep. It was eight o'clock wheA X 
arrived in town, and the fun began to 
grow already very warm, I threw myr 
felf on the bed, quite, fpent with the 
purfuit of pleafure^ and glad to reth'tf' to 
jQlence and requiefcence.-rrAs oaagni^c^t 

and princely as was this illuniiinatibn^ 
|hey aiTure me It is not to be cpmpiared 

)Yith thofe which the emprefs made about 
^wo years ago, ^heh the ' prince ttfA of 


Jj^ndS^a was here* Her majeily went.i^ 
ifQ»&4cpMp defiance to meet hio), and it 
\vrzB fo contrived^ that their iptprview 
'ihould take place about the duik of the 
twening: they thea jreturned. back td the 
,«iiy thrcmgh a load iUaminated in the 
..mpf^ ipleoidid VCAnntt it is ^poflible to coa- 
teivet Th^ fire-works and mafqueradea 
were in;tht. lame tafte, aad not^aoy thing 
WW omitted which foyereiga power could 
. ;;produce to pjeafe and aftpnifh. If the king 
. fii Sweden's intended vifit to St. Peterf? - 
hurgb fhpuld take plape, which is expeded^ 
' ]|hofe fqperb fpe&acles vfi\\ be renewed. 
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There 16 not oply a niagnificence an4 
legal pomp in this court, which far dc« 

ceeds any I have beheld elfewhere, but 

" - . • • ' 

eyery thing is oa a yaft and coloilal fcale, 
refembling that of the empire itielf. The 
.pliblic buildings, churches, mop^erieSi 
..and private palaces of the nobility, are of 
|i^ Immenfe fi^ei ahd feem as if d^iigned 
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§6t tttMxuti ofa roperior faeigfatfa and idi-- 
ttenfons tx> man; to '^ a puny inlcar 
ibi^ering at tiMr brecee T 

« * • 

Tlie ftatoc and pedeftal which will 
fi»oti lie fee up of Peter the Gre«t, are of 
d» fame eaormou^ and gigaiitic pippor«f 
iSoflSi "Md may althoft rank with the 
fyhjnitn aad pyramide^f Egyptian work^ 
inahlhip. .At Mofi^owt I am tdki, this 
ftylc t» yet natere ^?onittiofi and. moftas md^ 
wtikh ' The* )»t^Ace whkh the prefeot 
empre& has beguo^ is defigAed to be two 
or l^ee EngUIh mSes in circumference j 
and in the mean time they have ^reded a 
temperaty one of brick» for her reception. 
The city itfelf h an immenib ^^regate 
df villages, and the MAi^ovite lords com« 
monly go iiAy atid fixty ua^fbs^ whkh are 
at kaft forty of onr miles, to maSce vilita 
to each otber< . There ia a fort of favi^ 
ajid barbarous grandeur 91 this taAe, and 
nefer appears in the edj^pa or pip^ 
] du^ona 


dludions of Atheniui Ibdptiiro or ottfaiiee^ 
tore^ i Jcoow it may te <ftid» Aat dM 
diflferbnce of extent and grtotn^s ixt wtMl 
the little republic of Attica^ and die wid» 
empire of Ruffia^ may give rife to a di^e-- 
rent flrandard of beauty and elegance; but 
this is not luffictent to alter the original 
find invariable criterion of nature, which 
is the fame in every countty. 

As the feftivities are now finiihed at 
courts I ihall have time to viixt the prin^ 
(:ipal objedts of curiofity and entertain* 
pient in thii city, and you may e):peft in 
iny'next letter fome account of theni. 
My intention of going to Mofcow^ I 
have at lengthy though Very reluAantlyji 
lai4 afide, on account of the advancement 
of the feafon, it being too long and dif- 
i^grecable a journey to undertake by land, 
through Livonia, Courland, Pruflia, and 
Germany, after the ift of September^ 
when the autumqal x^s ma^Lc the roads 
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in (otJOfi of thefe countries almoft i«pa(& 
able. The weather is at prefeot infufier- 
ably hot^ and fat exceeds that which yoa 
ever experience in England* 

I remain^ with attachment, 

• Yours, &c. 


r 

» 4 


»* 


* - - 


LET- 


L.. 


[ 2«» 3 


.• 1 


* r ' * ' 


LETTER XL 


St. Peici iwgh , Fridays iftk Jdy^ 1774. 

THE veneration of the Ruffians for 
fheir hero and legiflator Peter, ap-* 
proaches, as ydli will naturally imagine^ 
to idolatry, and increafes as they receder 
from the time in which he perfonally 
flourifhed. The impartial and difcerning 
few, who can diveft themfelves of preju- 
dice, and view objeds free from the bla;ze 
which ufually dazzles and deludes the* 
multitude, have, however, regarded hia 
charader and conduA with diffo-ent eyes* 
and even made thofc adions 00 which 
his fame is built, the fubjed of c»ticifiQji< 
if not of cenfurc. Fifty years which have 
DOW nearly elapfed fincte his deaths have 
drawn the veil in fome degree from before 

die political fanduary, and experience of 

the 
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<be beneficial or pernicious nature of hU 
jreguladoost has affixed to them theftaix^i 
of excellence or erixin So impi^edl; and 
ihort-figbtfld is tBMng fo limited the fpherd 
of human foreiight> that thofe caules 
wfaicb &oiii at a firft view replete with 
hloffiogsy often 'CootatR; a latent po^finii 
vhichs yrb/ok matured by time* 9aa de- 
ftrey thefe expe^ed coniequencea, «n<l 
Ibree us to condeoiQi on a vetro^ie^);* thai 
which we at firft applaud^* MtenficuT 
Voltftire* who* thsou^ all his writiiigSa 
Is more oommonlj led b)r.gQottta andfaa<^ 
C7» than a ftrid regard to truth and impar* 
tiidity* hds conduced not a littfaB to comt 
plete the generd delnfion* and to inueA 
his hero Peter with a falfe *nd mlflaketi 
fplendor« Theise are only three grand 
points of light in which we can s;egard 
hkni as diaci?3ifer« thefeMttign^ «nd 
tfM laW'-gWer ojf his cbttHfay i and theiv 
are pedbns Who affiHt, that he -only tkC" 

elided partially even in ths firll of th^« 

to 
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la the ^KbfkfktL .9i ifbkh he^kcri^csd 
^ «(lher twoj or elAr he evideotly miftook 
them. Hear their argameatt, and decido 
for yourself. ' * The Muicovites were no 

* doubt/ £iy ther* * at the commence* 

* ment of the prefent centuryj wrapt ia 

* deep aod total ignorance i they had no 

* commttQicatioa with tho European iit« 
f ttooa^ whom tKey diiUked and defpiiibd* 

* The Cxar broke down this batrwr i 

* he forced upon diem trta and refine* 

* ment^ of which they ne?er before had 
^ a conception f he obliged them to adopt 
^ a different habit, and different manner^ : 
« <p«i-bQt all this change was external } and 

* though it has deftroyed that rude origi'i- 
^ nality of charader which marked theoi 
^ heretofore, has not given them any thing 
^ TaloaUe or •ennoUtng in it's Atad. Far 
^ the greaior nomber cf theHuffian bogrars 
^or noUes ha^e nertr &en.the pceient 
'^ court or capital^ bot live .pn t|^ir; . own 

* eftates about Mdcow» totally ceg^rdlpft 

•of 
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— * ef ^ rdgning prince^ tad littfe stSkAai 
^^ by or attentiye to regulations made af 

* the diflaoce of fotir or five hundred 

* miles^ and imperfedly carried toto exe^ 
Mention. But whatever judgment wd 
^ forni relative to their civilizatfon, it id 
^ tmpoffible not to pronounce Peter's eoa^^ 
' du6t as a monarch pernicious^ miflakoOf 
^ and injudicious. The vaft donaittioii$ 
^ of Mufcovjy which extend to the. nor-^ 
^ thern frontier of China, Pecfia^ and 

, ' Turky, render the empire more^a mem^ 

* her of Aiia than of Europe : the mcstfo^ 
« ^ polis of this immenfe tn& of country 

f was very wifely eftabfiihed at Mofcow, 

* which from it's fituation in the interod 
^ part of it, enabled the government to 
^ extend it's authority over the moft re* 
^ mote provinces, and to rcftrain . by it^; 
^ prefefice and vioinity, the many wm^ 

/ ^ dring and ferocious.- tribes I which qmd^ 
^ *poie it, and whom 'nothing esc^ the 
^ imm^ate and viliUe hand of iiti^^g/oix - 
1 * power 


Ipd^a can ever nibain withm allegiaticf 
«iid 'fobjedioii4 fiat all thefe important 
confideratkms were overlooked by the 
Csar^ whot inflamed with deiiiie to be« 
corpe an European fovereign^ refigned 
kll his natural importance and weight 
u an Afiatic one^ to poflfefs himfelf of 
two or three barren provinces of Swe« 
den I and wafted his life amid intrigues 
and battles to maintain himielf in his 
acquifitions. His eftabliihment of the 
capital in the extreme corner of the 
empire on the banks of the gulf of Fin«, 
land, in a morafs to which nature has 
denied every advantage, and in a moft 
inclement latitude, was the effeft of 
thefe politics. If he had only made 
commerce the objed of his care when 

■ 

he founded this city, he would doubtlefs 
hkVe afted wifely, fince his people might 
then have reaped the advantages of a 
tronnedion with Europe, and yet have 
maintained dicir rank in the fyikcm 

Q^ 'of 
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* of Afia.— tAs the father of his people. 

* to whom their happpinefs thould hav^ 
' been ever dear, and which is the la(t 
'• chariadcr in which we confider higi| 

* what can we fay ? The multiftides who 

* fell a facrifice to the eredion of his new 

■ - . » 

* capital, from the unwholefome and nox- 

* . , ^, > 

' ious vapours of the marfhy iilands on 
/ which it is fituate, and the unlimited 

* ^ 

* feverity, perhaps cruelty, pradifed to 
^ introduce and enforce his regulations a* 

* mong his fubjeds, rather make a mind 

* of benevolence and humanity, wifh/t^ 
'- * draw a veil over the unhappy neqeffity 

* urged to apologize for this branch of 
^ his public conduft. — Notwithftatnding 
^ all thefe diminutions of his glory, it mu{]t 
^ ftill be ever avowed that he was a great 
^ prince, and that his errors were fuch^ 

* that, if he had enjoyed a longer life, an^ 

* of confequence a more cxtenfive expe* 

* rience, he himfelf would have amcndeci. 

* If Peter could have infurcd to himfelf im,- 

* mortality. 
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naortdity, fuch was his wirdom and dif^ 
certiment^ that he would have corroded 
his own miftakesi ai)d have rifen upon 
his very faults i but the reverfe has 
unhappily been the cafe. His fuc- 
ceflbrst who knew not how to feparatc 
the wife from the . unwife parts of his 
adminil^ration, have profecuted to their 
utmbft extent his errors^ and blindly ad- ~ 
hered to all his intentions^ from reve- 

V • 

rence to his memory. The genius .of 
Peter furvived for a moment under Ca- 
therine I but her reign was very (hort : 
and fo far have the Mufcovites been from 
an advance in real greatnefs fince that 
time^ that the year 1730 may be fixed 
as the period from which their affairs 
have returned in a contrary diredion* " 
Under the Emprefs Anne, this decay 
was not fo apparent : fhe governed the 
Ruffians by terror, and held the knout 
c^onflantly in her hand. . Elizabeth, her 
JTuccefTor^ relaxed the reins of govern^ 

Q^a ♦ mentt 


y 


[ 2aS 1 

^ ment^ and the indulgence which ihe 

• allowed herfelf (he extended to her fob- 
' jeSs. She made a vow not to (hed any 
' blood by- the execDtioAer*s hand during 
' hcF reign^ and kept it j but (he need- 
' lefty engaged in the late general war, 
^ and facrificed thousands during it*8 con-: 
^ tinuance. The reigning em]M'e(s is mild, 
^ hiUD^me, atfd paiSonately anxious to pro* 
^ mote 'the ha^^oefs of her Aibjeds ; bur 
' the peculiar circumftances which (eated 
'- her ia the throne, fetter her conduct and 
' deprive her in ar great raeafure of the pow^ 
« er to aA in conformity with the di(3atetf 

* of her own judgment/— I know you will 
be furpriied at fa different a pidure from 

■ 

the ttfuaUy received ones^ of this great em« 
pire,, which we regard ever day as more 
an obje£l of political terror and watchful-^ 
Aefs, an4 from whpfe arms Europe has 
f^en. been taught to dread another uni-^ 
^rf^ monarchy.. But it muft be remem** 
beredj tha( the lights by which we judge 

are 
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are very few, and very fallacious ; nor are 
v/p acquainted with thofe fecrct caufes 
which operate moil powerfully^ and which 
will probahly ever prevent this nation 
/rem the attainment of any dangerous fur 
|>eriority over it's ncighbours«~rhave bee(i 
Jed much farther thani I at firft. intendt^ 
by theib refle<flions^ and (hall moil gladly 
quit this train of fpeculatioOj where | 
may at once delude and be delodedj to 
return to incidents and feelings more a- 
dapted to my comprehenfiqny and more 
intercfling to my heart. 

One of the noblefl monuments of the 
> gratitude and veneration univerfally paid 
to Peter the Ift> is that which, her prefent 
majefly has ordered to be ereified. It is 
an cqueftrian ftatue^ and has been fome 
years under the hands of Monfieur. Fal- — 
connette. I was introduced to this great 
Aatuary only a few days ago^ and had the 
pleafure to fee the models which is already 

CLs . com- 
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compleatcd^ la this produSion he has 
'united the greatef]^ fimplicity with the 
4rueft fublimity of conception , ^o other 
^atucj whether antient or aiodern» g^vp 
iitm the d$iign» which i^ fiagulor in it*^ 
kind^ and is* admirably adapted to exprefii 
the charader of the maOf and the natioa 
over which he reigned. Inftead of a pe-«- 
^eftal adornied with infcriptiens^ oi: fur-* 
rounded by flaves^ he appears mouoDqd 
on a rocI( or Aone of a prodigious fi^e^ 
up the afcent of which the horfe labprs, 
0nd appears to have nearly reached it's 
fuinmitt This attitude has given him 
room to exert great anatomical beauty and 
ikill in the mufcles of the hopfe's hind 
thighs $ud. hams^ on which the whole 
weight of his body is nece0arily fuftained. 
The Czar's figure is full of fire and fpirit ; 
he fits on a hearV ikin^ and is clad in 9, 
^Sosple habit not charaderiiftic of aiiy* par^ 
ticular coualsry> but fuch as may be worn, 
withoy t violation of propriety, by an inr 
, . feabitam 


habitant of any, His eye isdir^^edtd 
(bme apparently diftant objed^ defigned 
io be the citadel and on his features are 
moil: ftrongly impreiTed the fentiment of 
^^ deliberation and public care :" his left 
hand holdi the bridle^ and his right is ex- 
tended/ as the artift himfelf expreffed it, 
en pere & en maiire. Under the figure 
on the rock is this infcription : Pbtro 
Trimo, Catherina Secunda posO- 
IT, 177 . ^^ I have endeavored/* faid 
Monficur Fakonette, *' while I worked 
^ on this model/ to catch, as far as poffi- 
** ble, the genuine feelings of the Muf- 
<^ covite legiflator, and to give him fiich 
^^ an expreilion as himfelf would haVe 
'< owned. I have not decked his perfon 
*^ with emblems of Roman confulage, or 
*' put a Marechal's baton into his hand : 
^* an antient drefs would have been titi- 
^* natural ; and the Ruffian he wiilicd'to 
*• abolifh. The fltin on which he is feat- 
^' ed> is emblematical of the nation he 
' ^ 0^4 refined. 
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♦'tcfincd. Poffibly, faid ht, theCssar 
^' would hav^ aflced mej V(4iy I did iio| 
'* pat' a fabrc into his hand ; bat, perhaps^ 
** he made too ^neat a ufe of it wheh 
*' alive, and a fculptor ought only to ex^ 
** hibit thofc parts of a charaSer whicfi 
^* refled honor on it, and rather to draw 
^^ a yeil acroft the errors and vices whicb 
'* tarnifli it, A Ubpred panegyric woald 
*^ have been equally injudiciovis and (in* 
f ^ oe^pilary, iince hiftory has already per-^ 
^^ formed that office with impartial ji)(lice| 
^^ and held up his name to univerfal re^^ 
gard i and I muft do her prefent ma^ 
jcfty the juftice to fay,, flie had taftc 
and difcernment enough perfeftly to 
** fee this, and to prefer the prefent fliorj 
♦* infcription to any other which could 
^^ be compofcd/'^-^Every thing is now in 
preparation to caft the ilatue itfelf, which 
will, when finished, he perhaps incon^f' 
teflibly the moft matchlefs production of 
it's kind iu' Europ^.-^frApart from hia ge» 

niua 
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■aija» a$ an «^ift* Falconect^ is ft qian of 

» 

fiACommoa td^tits, cruditio;)^ an4 exp^n^ 
^ iioft of fen^timcnt : he is a citizen of _ 
tfce farth, and totally unfettered by the 
little ipean difliindions of climate or of 
country^ which diminifli the benev6l^€e 
of the hearty and fet bounds to philanthro- 
py* He i$9 howeirer, faid to poiTefs, in a 
jbigh degree, th^t forenefs, as Pope cxpref- 
fed it, that impatience of unmerited cen^ ^ 
iiire and little pecvifluiefs, which mea pf 
fine parts Qfun dii(:overj oo account of 
the erroneous judgment which the ouilti'- 
tude form of their abilities and executipn. 
He paid many ^ne encomiums to the me« 
rit ctf our prefent painters in England* 
particularly to Sir Joftua Reynolds, with -^ 
n^hom, he faid, be maintained a conftant 
coriefpondence, and interchao^ of their 
i^pcdive compofitions. " Count Mugoi*. 
lino in the dungeop," himg over hi« 
chimney^^piece, which, he iaid, the Che** 
FaJier Keynolds bad lately prefented him^ 

and 
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and the cxquifitc expreffion of whrch, lie 
could not * behold without mingled terror 
and 'admiration^ He enquired of me if I 
knew Madem. Angelica, almoftall whofe 
piece*s he has, and is a paffionate efteemer 
of them. In a word, I have received pe- 
culiar pleafure from his acquaintance^, 
Vkrhich be has permitted me to cultivatb 
daring my ftay here, and from which t 
derive no lefs honor than inftruCtion. As 

« 

he has pad the middle ftage of life, and 
has been a refident in St. Peteriburgh near 
eight years, I could not help afking him, 
fl few days ago, whether he had not any 
defign to return to France his native coun- 
try, piarticularly when a young prince, 
who feemed to open his reign with great 
applaufe, might employ him in fome work 
ornamental to his kingdom } *^ Alas I 
« Sir,** faid he, " I have lived long enough 
— •♦to know, that every monarch, liiore cf- 
*^ pecially a youthful one, begins his ca- 
** rcer with honor and approbation, though 


j.^ 
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^' time ufually crops tbcfc early and im« 
^' inatorc trophies^ For mc^ I have no^ 
^* thing, when I rcvifit my native land, 
^f to aik from it, befides a fevr feet of 
^^ earth to inter my recoains^ and that it 
/* cannot refufc mc/'-p-I have often obf 
Xcrved, that all men of iiipericp talent* 
liold the fame language^ and, when the' 
.tumultuous ieafpn of life is over, where 
.ambition or hope may have tendered them 
ideal bleiljngs, and deluded their fober 
judgments^ they have not any other wi(fa^ 
than humble fp(^ueftration> and fay with 
Tibullus^ 

» 

Me, mea paupertas vita traducat inertia 
JJlum meus affiduo luceat igne focus. 

. But you will tell me I am running into 
refle&ion when. you exped defcription. I 
have done tbeo^ and' will endeavor, if I 
i:an, in a day .or two# to give you:fome 
idea, of thi^ ca|Mtal &om my imperfed 

:vi^w8pfit«. 
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Su iPeterflrargbi Wednaflayi soA Joly, 'i774* 

• • • « 

^ ^TT^HIS city is as yet only an immenfc 
outline^ which will require future^ 
impteffcs, and almoft future ^gcs^ to com- 
plete. It ftands at prefent on a prodigi* 
tom extent of ground ; but as the houfe^ 

in many parts are not contiguous^ and 

♦ • ■ ' 

-^ great fpaces are left unbuilt, it is hard to 

. • . * 

afceftain it's real fize and magnitude^ 
Devotion has not been wanting to add her 
magnificence, • and to ercft places of wor- 
ftiip in almoft every part. Curiofity and 
novelty have carried me to all of them. 
The external architcdlure differs very lit- 
tle in any : the Greeks feem as fond of 
- domes, as the Mahomedane are of mioa* 
reta in their chupcface. They ufually en- 
circle one large with four fmaller cupo- 
las, and cover fhem wkh copper giU« 
Mrhich has a fine effe<3: to the eye wheo' 
the fun ihines upoQ it. The oroainpnts 
7 withia 
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within are coftly and barbarous.: a 
Mexican temple can hardly be more fb. 
They fttrrouad a daubirt^ of the Virgin 
and Jefos, with gold or filv^r hcad-drcf- 
fcs, and fometknes compJele habits, aAcf 
6nly leave expofed the fingers, which the 
multitude very devotrtly kife. Some of 
thcfc ftrange eompoHnd? figures of paint 

« 

and metal are very laughable, and the 
jpoor Madonna feems li-ke a prifbner in 
golden fetters. The papas or pricfts are 
drefled in veftments which very mucH 
refemble the Romifb, and are generaHy 
compdfed of tiilue and exjpeniive filks. 
The manner in which they perform the 
iervice rather reminds one of an incanta* 
tion, than of a prayer offered to the Deity; 
and they repeat much of it fb incredibly 
fad, that one^is tempted to fuppofe it im» 
poflible the auditory can underfland one 
articulate word that the pried utters, let 
then: attention be ever fo ftrong. St« 
Nicholas iliU holds his rank and venera«> 

tioa 
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don in the RuIIidn calendar, and has ^U 
nK>ft as many altars as the Virgin herielf« 
By the way> Ido not know their reafon 
for it, but I have remarked, that in nine 
out of ten heads of her and the infant 
Jefus, they reprefent them as black, or 
at leaft a deep Indian olive colour, near- 
ly ' approaching to it; and in this it is 
jiot improbable they give a jnfter idda 
of her perfbn, than Raphael or Guido, 
fince the Syrian women of inferior condi- 
tion, who are expofed to the fun in the 
climate of Palasftine, muft neceiTarily be 
of a very de^ tawny complexion. In 
the church of the citadel repofe the bo- 
dies of Peter the Ift, and the fucceilive 
ibvereigns (ince his death, who are ranged 
in co&rS fide by fide, but have not any 
-of them marble monuments ereAed to 
their memories ; nor is there any other 
motive to induce a traveller to enter this 
church, except the con&rioufnefs that he 
beholds the wood which contains thcf 

afhes 
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al!h<9$ of peter, and that - iniogled rentvr 
meat of reverwce and pleafure which thfi 
miqcjl may experience from the coatem* 
plation of it. Only one monarch is ex* 
cliided, as if unworthy to be encoaibe4 
with his progenitors and predeceiTors ia 
the throne of Ruiiia. This is the late 
unhappy Peter th^ IIId» who^ after his 
deaths . was exppfed during fome days i(^ 
the Newfski nionafteryy a few miles out 
of town 9 to convince the people that he 
had not fofFered any viplenGe> but ended 
his life naturally : he was afterwards pri>- 
vately interred there«*«--As I have raenti<% 
oned his name» I jun led to make a few 
remarks on his life and charader« Though 
under the prefentreign.it may be imagin* 
edy that few perfons either dare or chufe 
tofpeak (heir fentioMi\ts freely with refpeft 
to him^. yet I am induced to believe^ from 
univerfalteflimony>tluthe was very unwor- 
thy andunfitto reign^ &nd that whatever pri- 
vate condemnatjba the cmprefs> as his wife» 

7 '"V 
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m»f nndcMgOg it wis a m^ft fatiiUi^ tod 

requifite policy for RiiiHa to dcp<^ hiak . 
He brought to St. Peterfbargh all the il« 
liberjd aod pernicious prejudicess of a Gcr« : 
man ; he avowed his open contempt for 
their rdigion, their (nanncFSt their laws |. 
hQ wa^ on the point of commencing a . 
war mitx Denmark fer the recovery of 
his Holftein'^ominions, and would have 
begun- his fiu^ch acrofs die immenib 
traA of country* which iepslrares theib ? 

» 

kingdoms in a few days ; he had perfo- 
nally 3l*treat)ed and injured his wife, and • 
alienated' by his imprudence and folly 
every heart. The vigor and cderity wiA . 
which the emprefs aded in efieding the : 
revolution, could only be exceeded by the 
pufillai^imky and meannefs with whkh 
Peter refigned the crown. He was him* 
felf, on the day which prececSed this event, 
at the palace of Oranienbauni, and totally 
unprepared for fach a change, of which 
he entertained no fafpicion. She departed 

• from 
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iBrOm-PetcAoflr* #l»ere The ^dien ♦ras/^ery ' 
exAy in Ike morning; Prince Orloff* con- 
doSihg her in kts coach, and reached 
Pdtefft>argh before h^ abfence \vas knowrti 
' Sh« ih<l;«ntly teok poflbfliori of the |>alace 
H^idtotit diHIbblty or opfiolitiofi, and pnt-^^ 
tiftg herftlf ih a fii>tf«^in at the head of ths 
giiard^, marched tow2lrds PeterhofF. As 
fbon fl$ the femperor received this intelli*^ 
genc^> h6 embarked immedkteljr from 
Ol'anienbauin; which is fituate on tho 
0iore of the gulf of Finland; in one of the 
royati yachts^ in Hopes to reach Ci'OnAadt^ 
which is nearly oppofite, and in the for^ 

« 

trefs bf vdiich he i^ould^bave been fecure* 
Herci however, ht was difappointed^ as • 
the emprefs had already anticipated his 
intention^ and fecured it. When he 
catne near the fortrcfs^ they ordered him 
to keep off; or they would iink him; and 
at the fame time pointed the guns for that 
purpoie : he had a number of woixien la 
the veflel with htm, and thiitr terrors en- 
' R creafing 
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ereafing his own^ he iiidnot die obnrage 
to attempt to land, but retarned b&dt^to 
Oranienb^um . It proved afterwards thstt 
thefe guns were not loaded. The <M 
Felt-Marechal Count Munich, who^ htid 
been newly recalled from idi ioii(g-eKik 
in Siberia^ wfts with him at this ClitiQil 
emergency, and gave him the only advice 
which could poffibly have faved kirn. 'He 
implored him to go boldly an4 fnectiihe 
emprefs, to charge the guarda on'lfaeir 
allegiance to obey his orders as their iov^« 
reign, aiid offered to lofe his own life in 
his defence. Peter had not fufl!rci<ittC 
magnanimity and greatnefs 6f 'mind, ei* 
ther to perceive the abfolute neceffity of 
this condud, oj: to embrace it inftantly. 
On the contrary, confulting only with 
his terrors, he threw himfelf on' the 
ground, burft into all the impotence of 
tears, and only conditioned for his life^ 
and his paternal dominions of Holftdn. 
They condu&ed him to the palace' of Pe- 

terhofP, 


r 
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t^fhoS^ where helped a p9|>erf by which 
})e.xc%iicd all ppwjsr ioto.thf emprefs's 
h^df« Mean while covered , waggaD$ 
wer^providedj which took different c^acjss^ _ 
jthat ic might not be known in which was 
the depofed prmce j and this mighty revo* 
lation^ v^ich transferred the greateft em- 
jMTC on eartbf was effeded in a few hours^ 
almoft without any confufion or uproar* 

ft 

The people accuilomed to defpotifm, and 
indifferent who was the ruler, remained 
(ilent and quiet fpedtators of it, the guards 
being thie only adors, and the whole a re- 
petition of Princefs Elizabeth's condud 
fome years before, when young Ivan was 
depofed and ihe feized the thrcune. — ^Over 
die reft of this mouVnful ftory we muft 

draw a veil. Such a prifoner It is natural 

< 

to fuppofe could not Ibng remain In that 
condition. On the ninth day cbhfequent 
to his feizare it was reported he- had a 

/diforder in his b6wels, and f6on after his 
death was announced. We kiiovv no 

'. : ; R 2 more. 
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more. Hi^ory^ in fome future zgc^ ipay 
poifibly elucidate his cacL; but in this 
century it is not likely fuch a^fccref w^( 
be divulged. ;. 

Though I would not, however indi- , 
rcdlly, appear the apologift of crimes, yet 
juMct requires I fhould fay, that it is uni- 
verfally allowed the emprefs might plead 
felf-defcnce, if not even felf-prefervation, 
to juflify her conduct, as it is known that 
Peter had concerted and would have car- 
ried into execution the moft fevere mea- 
fures againft her, if he had not been 
prevented by fo vigorous an attkck. if 
we add to this, the uniform tenor of her 
life and reign fince that asra, during which 
•humanity and wifdopi feem fcarce ever to 
haveforfaken her^ candor will, perhaps, 
be induced to pafs over one i^t, ^ which 
ftate-policy rendered ncceflary, and which 
from the moment of htt refiftance became 
vnavoidable.— 4 return to Peteribm|^. • 

The 
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The public btiildings of difFcrent kinds 
are fo prodigiottfly numerous in this city^ 
diat I am inclined to believe they confti* 
tote a fifth or fixth part of the whole capi- ^ 
tal. Spme of them are of ftonct bitt<the 
larger part are ^ly briclc> or wood plaif* 
tcred. J The wjnter-palace is compofed of ' 
the fornoier piateruds, and was ere<fted by 
the late Emprefs Elizabeth; it is very 
![arge and very heavy : one would have 
ftfppQfpd Sir John Vanbrugh was invoked 
to J[f nd^liis aid in tht plan pf it, fince no- 
^ipg can ;m0re A^ngly referable, hia 
ftyle. If is not y^t quite, finilhcd, like al- 
j^^^ft, every thinjg ejfo in Ruffia. The 
fittf ation^ is very lovely, oo the banks of 
the Np^^ ajid in the center of the town* 
Contiguous to it is a fmall palace^ built by 
^ prefent empreis, and. called^.why I 
Jcqo?^ nof;r f^ Bfripita^f^ It no more 

ceiembli^ 9^.^^^ pf f herflfiit^ !E.b4P. it 
does a temple ^ bij^t when, her ^miyeily rer* 

(ides in this part of the building flie is in 

R 3 retreat. 
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retreat, and tjiere is no drawing-room or 
court. I was admitted a few days ago to 
fee thefe a!partments, which are'vcr^ '*K- 
gant, and furnifhed with grqi£ tafti. 
There are two galleries of paihtiiigSj^ 
which have been lately ptirchafed at'atn 

jmmenfe cxpence in Italy, and amrag 

• • • • « • 

which I would willingly, was it pernife- 
ted, fpend fome hours every day during 
my rcfidence here. The crowii; which \ 
faw in the palace itfelf, is perhaps the 
richeft in Europe. It is (taped like a 
bonnet, and totally covered with dla* 
monds. In the fceptre is the tbiebrated 
one, purchafed by Prince Olrlbff for 
500,000* rubles; and prefcnted^^^y film 
to his fovereign miftrefs only a few monihs 
ago. It far exceeds PittV diamorid'in 
fize, and is not inferior in water. * Lapi- 
daries declare it the moft beau^fiil and 

1 

pre ever brought from Golconda. 
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. . There are two academies here, one of 
^ts. and the other of fcienccs^ both of 
which. I have repeatedly vifited. THe 
preient emprefis has founded the firft, 

4 

whiph will be, when finiflied, a fuperb 

^edifice: it is furni(hed with rqafters in 

, th« different br^nchei of polite letter^, 

^c^; filled with cf^s from the moft re- 

iipwped models. of Oreck and Roman 

fi:u]p^re« } do ^91, however^ find that as 
.|pt ^y eminent; geniufies have appeared, 

thi^g^ thejr have not been without artifls. 
, |)ifa^e ieems to have confined perfedion 

in theie elegant and exquifite produdions, 

.to certain climates and people, among 

. . whoin they i^rung ^ontaneous for centu* 

irju^; a^d whi^h are only impeifedly co« 

f^e4 hy oth^i: motions, wh^re the feeds 
,^ not &> happily di^xifed, or the orgaos 
>jjH% adapted. 

.i • r • ■ 

I ai9 more charmed with the river Ne- 

va itiel^ than with any diing JL ke here. 
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The Th«»^- is AdC'edii^libtd^fQttt^ttl 

beao'ty» ahd^ as. thc^rciftA^ iSts{ c6«lfta<% 

tiut ofthc Lake LadogiP lAt© 'the gilttJa4f 

- *Pffflaridi it is tiKTip '^kRi- tUaf^p. att4 

perf«€tty cletfn.- Alor^ ic^s baiill&st3itte>- 

yorid all-doubt the fiA^ft A/ittife 4ap:die 

'trorid. 'if is not it quay,' HwveflJdt -iicvbr 

come up to this part, hnt sr paradey hinning 

;tt mile in length ; the birilding^ohufMith 

are hardly to be exceeded 4a dogafib^t- it 

\is yet to bfc continuied 'to -^ddoWe^ ^llie 

length. Over the river i/r the iarrdWttft 

part is a bridge on pontoons. From this 

libble river, canals are cut to' ill-parts of 

<the city; nor could any fituation be more 

favcrrable to the getrius of commerce,* -if 

the inclemency of the latitude did rtbt 

keep it froze up at lead five months an- 

^ nually. As this place is the formation 

of fo few years, it is laid out with grriit 

regularity : there is not any thing which 

looks oM, ahd muck is ftiH imptrfea^nd 

unfini{bed.i- The imildings. havethr^gl^- 

out 
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«uAaTOf^ jbtndfonie appBiu»Qe9y and..^> 

.^IHi.I ^t9 ever &eni elie^here. Tho 

!itceetd;ere moAlpp^vdil^ but thc^t.bni^^a 

oilftomhele of h^t^ in-»49j&i{^afiesra 

;iDocing' 'of timbor on th«-gr9tind^- flEhiii 

tiam tbU^ vms yet more'cenanidn foTtamif 

•Jn Mofcovr, where, in th»#ef^l«llt^'£»l 

ttlk^yuicdtbhtfve, the Araet itfi»lf 4a]ight 

kthe-flames, and the cond^ration bdcame 

lemUe, as the boufefr Ukewife are il^ftlj 

made of wpo4 even atiwefent. . » 
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. The police ^ Pcter&uigh is very gtxid, 
and one-may wdk with grea^ jTafety at fwy )^ 
hour. Npw and (hen a murder happens, 
Imt they ^re npt frequent, 

I 

• I 

r ' ■ • ' . . • 

At this feaion of the year, whoi.the 
^ourt are - oHt pi tpwp, there ..^ure fcarce 
a^y ptthjip fpfl^tjK^es, except at the impe- ^ 
•rtalf>aIaoe> .^fhore, ti R,«N^n and French 
fot^dy aeer perfi«|ncji |^eraUy. oiicn a 

week. 


./ 


}9wk. Tke feats ve adjufted by rank, 
and no money is paid for enttance, as it is 
dieemprtfs's own amufement^ and limited 
torpebple a£ coniditioii* - F«r my own 
party I find a much fuperior entertainment 
ia-wdkiag -evfiy eTWuug , till, cl|Tf »-r«r 
ialifla%ht-oii th« hM>kfi of thf,j^{fjY$^ orio 

Idpg to th«. crown* 4nd, are always op^, 
/Efasf im. Sdsmtq. 9X 9t» end «f the ws% J[ 
^atioBCd* and. ace fuU of,^t4cf» j<^ 
d-eau, (md^fbuiUMos. ..TI)f;.lx9UFis now 
come when I ufnally iet outy and the 
aight is toa fine and ierene tQ< mfik tl^ 
cm>ortunity t So for the prefciHtt ^^4iei» 1 


/ 


.1 • 


I.. Ii ; • ; , 


^ 


I 




TlfE 


t 


C «sf J 


7 • 

• • • 


• '••14 


St. Petcsfttirglr» Satiadajt 254 J^If > I7f4» , 

/ 

^^TpHE genuine Ruffians • who are una* 
dtilterated by a commerce with other 
nations, evidently partake much more df -- 
Aliatic than Of European manners : the 
men athong the lower cla(s univerfaOy 
wear the beard, in defiancd of all the r%o^ 
rous ediftfi iflued by Peter the Ift to abo- - 
]i(h this barbarous cuftom. The ,womeft 
)a general only bind their heads wid^ 
pieces of fllfc or linen, very nearly'reibm- '^ 
bling in appearance the eaftern turband, 
and ^accommodate the other parts of their 
drefs pretty nearly to our's. I have^ 
however, feen many of them in the old* 
Muicovitc habits of the different provin- 
ces, which are curious and grot^queJn 
the higheft degree. In fome the head^ 
0refs ^oje&s (ix or eight inches from 
^ the 


\ 




f a5» ] 

the forehead^ and is enrich^ed with pessAt i 
in others it is a fort of bonnet laced> dfild 
fitting dole roubd the head ; nor is ih^ 
te^ of their habit leis fisgular* 


I am only jofl: retiu'ned from ^ifig « 
ipe<^ator of one of their cuftoms, at v?hieb 
I could not help, being a little farpii^^ 
It was a promifcuous bathing of not lefs 
than two hundred perfon^ of both fexes« 
I know you will immediately reQolIe<3: 
Juady Montague's deicriptipn of the baths 
of Sophia, and expeft fomewhatof thfef 
&mc nature; bat nothing can be mor^ 
oppofite or unlike. The vivid colouring 
of her pen has called up a fcene more vo«^ 
luptuoos and glowing, than any which 
Ovid imagined, or Titian drew : we fee 
the houris of Mahommed realized, and 
beauty in all it's naked magnificence: 
but this was a fight rather excitive of dif- 
guft than defire, and to which only curio-"^^ 

fity could ever have led mc, ' There are' 

fevera) 
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feveral of thdfc public bagmos in Pcjterf^ 
burgh, and every one pays a few copiques . 
(value a halfpenny Englifh each) for ad«* 
mittance. There are, indeed, fepaf&te 
fpaces for the men and women ; but they 
{eem quite, regardlefs of this diftindion, 
arni fit or bathe in a ftate of abfolute nu^ 
dity among each' other. What is equally 
C¥traordinaryi they go firft into a room 
heated to for iotenfe a degree that it is 
fqarcie poffible to breathe in it ; and after ^ 
hflving remained there till their bodies *^e 
in the moft violent perfpiration, they in- 
ftantly either plunge iqto the cold ivater 
of the Neva, or elfe throw a quantity of 
it over them from little buckets with 
which they are all provided for. that pur* 
pofe. This may only harden a Ruffian 
conftittttion, bat, I. believe, would bi 
found to have very different eifefts onian 
Engli/b ooe«. The greater part of t))c 

9 

women were the moft hideous figures I 
ever bchcU» ancl reminded me of Horace^ 

Canidia, 


Canids^ for wlion jdicy frorcvtfy pro^mr 
compaoions. I counted Jb^lf a ^QzeB 
ymmg girls who appeared tolerably preujn 
and^they neVer could have be^ vi«we4tQ 
OKxre advantage tb%q near fach f&iU, j^f 
a fhidier of natore I coo&fs ,thi$ is as pr^ 
per a fchool as can be iraagin^dp fince 
fancy can hardly figure an attitude whiipls^ 
may not be ^Dond here; but. as a volop*^ 
cuajry I would sever viiit it more. ; 

A gentleman with whom I happened tp 
be in company fome days iinoe^ .commu- 
nicated to me a remark on the Muieovilie 
women, which I thought ingenidus^ and 
may very poffibly be true* W^ wore 
talking of the Indian dancing gii:^s, whom 
I have feen at Ooa, Ma^galore, and other 
places on^ the coaft of M alabar> who^ it is 
known, are capable of cohahitakiifi iit ete^ 
v6n years of ' age,* and frequently have 
children at thoii gears'? a diruaiftanae 
refulting in a great degree ^e^ diidr 

proximity 


pnsdmitf to the &m, viiicii lipens tne^ 
as wdl a& fAants mucfar earlier ia thofe 
ctopical latitudes ! * *^ Yqu miift not» hawr 
€vw/' itid he> '* apprehend that the fame 
rale reverfed holds good asnoog tis^ and 
that becaufe an Indian is arrived to matu^ 
rity at eloFCn^ a Rufiiaa ib not io till 
twenty«two. The females in this coun* 
try are all foKed, and brought forward ia 
defplte of nature : doling the wiatqr 
months they are conftantly in apartmenta 
heated hy ^QVes to a vaft degrees from 
which ihcy enttr upon a hafiy^ but hqt 
fttmmerof two or douroe. months. . Thp 
coniequenCQ of this^ fuperadded to tl^ir 
warm baths, of which they are very 
.£ond, is# that they want,, like every other 
artificial produdion^ the genuine flavor 
wfai^ only nature can give. That charm* 
tOgfiannefit and elaftkity 9f Atih, (b ivt* 
difpeoitbly. requifite to conftitutc beauty, 
fi^4eUp^9«%tQ the to^ch|. ai^d fo provok- 

mg toitlffi appetite^ qciAs a^t.a^png tl^e 

Ruffian 


* • 

tLoiTimi females/or in very (oHf ^'fJkviik/U. 
— *I mttft own this obfervau<>a nbt onljr> 
appears founded in rea(oq» but was tof^fk^, 
ilrikinglj exemplified io tke afieoihly. 
where I was pre&nt this afternoon. 

j^pttt from this concealed and iiNic<;rA . 
tain defed» I cannot fay much in prai^ 
of the charms which the ladies difcover t » 
indeed^ I am told, the ilile of lovelinefs 

here is not a little difierent from our»» and 
that topoifefs any pr^-emifti^t degree of - 
it a woman muft weigh at leaft two i^on^ 
dred weight. Prior's criterion won't do 
here, and they would laugh at his ^\ Fine 
hy degrees^ and beautifully Ufii* as a falftf 
and vitiated tafle. The late Emprcis £M^ 
zabeth was one of thefe pondei«us aQ<l 
ma0y beauties^ and fuch ^e appears id 
the portraits I hare iwa of her. — 'They ^^ 
pretend to lay there is not a co^rt of A>pre/ 
gallantry than this in Europe, and that tb« , 
ladies whq compolb it . wosM D*t^ V^ 
.; _• difgraccd 


difgraced'^^ll 6£ Jdati of Naples itfelf; fd 
fatttoUs in RiSftf. Her majeftjr'i conduft^ 
hbW^ef>' ati foon as fhe couM with pro-» 
piltty (hfew her refentmeht on the affair 
of a late minliler^ who^ if fame fay true, 
was rather feduced by than the feducer of 

a 'msrid of horror, ^ was very ipirited and 

• 

feHrere. The lady is feht into retirement^ 
to fkft away her trefpafs; 


. « 


'The ctimattf is prodigioudy altered 
withl^^ this kft week. All the violence^ 
of fhe heat' is paft^ and they fay it will 
return no more this fummer; They have 
no fruits here, except ftrawberries and raf«- 
berries : wall-fruit is almoft unknown^ 
and muft: neceilarily be fo in fuch a cli« 
male. They have, however^ as I am af-* 
fared, excellent melons, pomegranates^ 
and pities, brought to Peteribnrgh from 
AAracan in lwenty->one days, which is hot 
a lt(k di{^anc€ than fifteen hundred milesi 
ftcrofv all Mufeovy. Indeed^ when one 
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t^de^s 9TX the imoiefi^ magmtude of ihi^ 
<^rnpifc, onft is 1q(1 in thi^ idea* Tb^y 
count five thoufant^ oiilea from h^o^e (9* 
Kamptfchatka^ the eaftera Init uacertatfi 
termination o{ their dominion ; and oortb 
h runs '^ to Greenlandj 2^mbla« c^ ibp 

V 

Lord knqws whcrq." In this are'rcc-* 

> 

koncd^ I thinks fix feparat^ kingdoms)^ 
the diftind crowns of which arc all to be 
feen at Mofcow. Thefe are Ruifiay Si-* 
^ria^ Cafan, Aitra<:ans and two oil|e£a 
whofc D^mes I aib not acquatoted wi|h^ 
Th9 foil» climate, and produce, mxdkhp 
infinitely different in jTo exteafivit a.do^ 
oain. The Ukrain is reprefeftted t^ be 
one of the moft fertile and deHpiow pra^ 
vinces of the earth, by Aofe who have 
vifited it. The country round this <;apl^ 
.^1 is a morafs overgrown; with birch aftd 
fir, nor 19 there a hill within icveral snilesr 
. Th&houiies of Peterfburgh are all buSt on 
piles,, aa thoie of Amfterdao^f and I am 
often ilnkii^gly reminded of HoHand.- 
.yy^o .-. Among 
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Amod^ the public inftittrtiohs^ I ivas 
tarried laft Sunday to fee one^ which eati 
hardily be exceeded in utility by any ia 
tetrrope, and is worthy of the prcfent em- 
prefs, who may be deemed it's foundrefs* 
Elizabeth her predeceflbr ereded it, and 
defigned it fot a nunnery. It is fituate 
juft out of towhi and is a moft princely 
dnd magnificent building, though' lilod 
e^ery thing elfe not yet compleated. Her 
prefent majefty^ who has preferred wif** 
dofri to fuperftition^ converted it into A 
puUit place of education, where young 
Women of ill conditions are compleatly 
ififtruded in every neceflary and elegant 
Accompli&ment, at the fole expence of 
the cro^n. Thcfe of noble families ar^ 
kept quite diftindl frOm the inferior chil- 
Atch. I think they informed me, tbertf 
are it this time u|»wards of two hundred 
ftnd thi/ty of the former, and double diat 
humber of the latter^ in this admirable 
ftmtfltfy. 

S 3 ' Some 
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fidnic Iwanqh^s of the police Jiavc j^pf j 
pcarcd to me fingulao though J mfiA, 

* 

allow they arc productive of falutary coa^. 

ft 

fcquenpee. I tvas a little indiipofedfooq, 
after my arri\KaliL aod feat, my ierva^t^Qr 
pjicqhafe £)me m^goefia in the ibopi« Hq 
brought me word> that no apo^hecaipy 
lypuld fell him any; and that three f^i 
four of them had aflured hlvi they darc;d. 
not part with a dram if a hundred. duqit;&., 
was offered for it^ unlefs a, regular pre« 
fcriptioa was brought them^iigAeid by a 
pbyiiciani as the puniflKnent is. very fk^^ 
vere« Eiculapiqs could ix>t hare ii»dc;.a, 
law more bene^iai to the. faculty; but it 
prevents empirics from deploying auQi^^ 
bers, ^s they do with impi;tnit j. amoi^ p^ 
apd renders it very eafy to di&rpver^ifon^^ - 

4 

by tracing i to it's foprce t;^ render 9^ 
them. Another rqgu]i|tiQn^ her^ thoi^)^, 
not without i^s advantages likewi&>J8 

very . trpuhl^fome. No . ilcanger om q ttit 
the capital tp- pafs the froaticjts^ lorkbottt 

having 
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■ 

having been firft advertlfed in all the pub« 
lie papers for ten days preceding his de^ 
pirtvlre, though his buiinefs or affairs 

ihould be ercr fo argent. It mtift be rif^ 

« 

ihimbered^ however, that Peteribufgh ii 
riot'a thoroughfare, and that hardly a per-* 

« 

fori comes to it merely tor fhy a day or 
two J lb that the inconvenience is not fo 
great or universal 9s 9i( firft one is tempted 
to fujppofo. 


I have mads one or two excurilons iotQ 
the country, particularly to Gatchina, a 
palace of Priflcc Orloff's, about forty m^le^ 
off. It is (ituate in the mod eligible fpot 
of ar>y within a great diftance of the mc-r 
tropolis, itpd will when finilhed be a fu* 
perb feat* The garden^ are laid out in 
the Englith tafte by a man of great merit, 
who was ient for by the prince on that 
account. The nature of the ground, and 
fihtifi piece of water near th& houfe, gave 
})ilti fcope for his genius. Qn my return 

S 3 fron; 
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from hence I Went to th6 royal pattee of 
Zaj-rco-Zelo : this was built by Elissabeth, 
and is the compleateft triumph of a baK 
barous taftc I have feen in thefe northern 
kingdoms* The fituation is low^ anci 
commands hardly any profpedjt isor hits 
any natural advantages Co claim fuck^ 
preference* It is very large, atid |he 
front ejttends^ to a great lengthy as thomis 
only one ftory befides the ground ftoors^^ 
All the capitals of the pillars^ the ftatti6Sj| 
ynd many other parts of the extbi^al 
ftnifitirc are gilt ; nor does the eye intJet 
fcarce any thing elfc, in the ap^irtments 
within. One room is in a Very ptcuHar 
and uncommon llile of magnificence, tho 

fides of it being entirely compoied of am- 

ft 

ber, on which are difpofed fcftoons and 
other ornaments of the fame. It's tranf? 
parency, and the confcioufiiefs of it's rarity 
have a fine efFcft. This was a prcfent of 
the reigning king of Pruflia to the iato 
epiprcfs. Her prefent majefty prefers thi$' 

palac9. 


.{ ^^^3 ] 

*|^aU6C to OAjT OjF tlie otKen ; and when 
there, (hf i$ in tctttAtg as in town at the 

l)6Auitage; 

« 
« • • 

- I have tktvn yet faid ^ word of the 
'(^add Doke of Rufiia, and heir apparent 
-to^ thp crown . He is j uft twenty years of 
Age. It is y^ry hard to know what quay* 
ties or talents he really poiTefies, iince 
tinder this defpotic and jealods govern* 
:|iMntp there is fcarce^ any material power 
. vefte4 ia the fecond^ .more than the hun*- 
,4redxh peribn in the empire. He has not 

.betrayed any (hining parts, or peculiar 

* 

,tr.ait5.. 9f chtraifter. Thofe who know 
^im, iay^ he is amiable, affable, and Well* 
jdifpoiied :*4-^b!lthow general: add uncertain 
^re theie (Irokes ; and how little may we^ 
perhaps, recognize them in the future 
lemperori P^ul the Id ? He has been 

married, you know, about eleven months. 
The grand duchefs, who is a Gennan 
princefs of the houfe of Heflc-Darmftadt, 

S 4. is 
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is plain ift iMTiptrTon ; but ye^hat a iodTe^ 
y^titt aboot (be lineaments'bf 1ieroo)INKI-'< 
nancb and whole demeanor, which, if^l' 
im;lined to judge from phyfiognbmy,;- 
VMM^ld give me 9 very favorable irtif^f^- 
fion of. her heart and difpofition. TH$i 
I aoxaflUred, (he weU merits^ atid that t^ 
^ttke is m^icfa attached to her^ 

I faw an accojunt yefterday in our En^- 
^iih papers, which are refiedivtly arnll 
oa principle the avowed vehicles of falf^'^ 
hood ovtef all Europe^ that- the rebid 
Fogerchef vras taken prifoncr, and* his 
pirty at an end. On the contrary, he haii - 
retired into the fouthem provinces of the 
empirej, where he ftill excites frcfli com- 
motions ; and I am juft Informed four 
new regiments arc' ordered to march ir 
gainft him. He has been here, what 
AJi-Bey was In figypt, and will prbhably 
s^t length meet with the faoie deftiqy. * 


I 
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.^Tbc 4fi9|)bPf (he Ute gouicl, figniot 
icMEM. lo iukvciof^f nor«ttQmiM» in th» 
Mrae ,be^eM th? Forte ^ Ruffia^ Twft- 
v^ armies ut^icf the poininan4«f BHaoft 

■ 

^ q^lng^Mkft the Turksj the arftia 
th^ Crimea* the other oa the Dasube,-' 
whofe banks thej have ferfiiliacd >wiib 
human blood. The news of an impor<- 
^f^(i sid«fiDrtage gained by the emprefi's 
fMOPs^ ¥{^s reodved here te^ or twelUe; 
day 9i ago, fpf wluch tbe gwiffof the ci|a^ 
del, were ifr^d-i but peace is, apparcwljr • 
far ,001. Freih Bafhas and freih J^xnsMk^i 
ri^ fupply thfe.pla^e of thoie who fall hj ^ 
tl^oXword^ andthf Tiirks^, become. caa-<^. 
f iou^ by fy mafiy^ defeatSj^ ^dopt |^^ii^'» . 
fx\a;cim> i^id endeavpur to fir^ oa^ the 
^n^my by protrad^ing this c^p^v? an4 
{vigfjanzxy war, ^ policy che wifeft and 
ptq^ efficacious they can poifi[>ly envbrace^* 
when it if con^fjpre^ at what ap ^aii^enfe^ , 
^)|lance from the capital of ^his empire 
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tfae feeas a£ std^oo is fkuact t It is fiboi 
dvs rums nq&ifite to mf^a the mili^y 
^trgesi ttHiY tikiuAfimlhed and itnperfdR 
apptara»c«'Of evcrjr tfaing in'^Pet^filwcgh 
tefiilu, ttid ihtc itfs advanc«metfc in. ttenir* 
ty Md tftagidfieence is for it while mtrdeQ, 
A; lovei" of the- arts of ptate c^naoc tint 
tvgt»et thi« sftihappy AeadliCjK. . ' 
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* The ctUhnttd globe of TychoSrifae, 
which Peter ' the Ift prdcqred firdm Fre^ 
deric the IVth in Denmark, cxifts no 
more: it was confumed bjr "Arb in the 
year 1747* I faw the new one this mora^ 
iftg, lately conftrufted on the model of the 
other, but Ibmewhat inferior in fine. 
iThe exad dimenlions of the firil 1 db'WDt 
know. The prefent globe is eleven ftiet 
in diameter from pole to poley and in the 
jftfide.is a tibVe wilhfeits hSundit, Vtlrith 
6an iadmit twelve peffons.-^^ITat dowfi in 
it fome time. On the internal conctfve 
globe are all the celeftial figns artd c6*i-^ 

ftellationSji 


r 


C «^7 I 

^dktjofiJB, the Aars being marked accords 
ing'to thdr different magoitodes by fihrer 
Jftitds mdiatcd« The esptoroal globe it 
painted with, the varioos countries of the 
-ffuth ; but thifi p»t is not yet cowplc^ted^ 
A circular buildinig hgs b<^ we<^ed ia 
ifae midft of an open fpot> and, dotach^id 
from any other houfe, for the reccfrtioo 
and prefervation of this noble aftronomi-; 
cal machint^ whfch ih I appnhead^ th^ 
}argeft of it's kind in Europet 


* r ■ 


r I urn* now on . the point of quitting Pe^ 
teriburghj to rotivrn to England* . Of the 
gjcaias* manners^ and rea} charader of the 
Mufcovites» I neither pretend nof can 
ppffibly know any thing from tbi: ihert 
ftay I h&ve made bqre. I haw only £tai 

« 

the refidehce of the court, not the antient 
papatal of the empire^ If I obeyed the 
. jop^l^o of :my own ificlinati<im$t I ih^l^ 
,fiot content myieK with this partial and 
'^j^rfc^ view: jon the contrary, my 

wiftes 


wift^es would not evoi *be gratified by a 
fight of MofeowJcfelf ; I ihouki contiMi^ 
my rout from thence to Caian tnd Aftra^ 
can ; nor itop eveh thcre^ unlefs frol^ M 
incapacity of paffing by the Caipian *a/ 
and intermediate provifures of the ^Cftt^ 
man domtnkm^ to Conftantiiioj>Ie'. Thiy^ 
fmile and give me a look of inc^edc^f^- 
mingled with furprize, when I afliire thttn 
it is fny intention 9 if unfurmoan table ob-^ - 
ftacles do not prevent me^ to return hef^ 
and attempt this tour; little knowing 
that danger and fatigue hate no tenrors^for> 
mei when knowledge is the Reward of my : 
endeavors* I am confcious ihir 

18 not to be tr{^nsfufe4» nor perhaps m 
general believed, Th^ paffionate entho*^ 
iijiiin, that infatiable avidity^ that diving . 
aiidindefGribable delight which; I expeti*^ 
ence while engaged in this occupatioiii 
I attempt in vain by, language and de-r 
fcription to kindle in other bofoms, where 
nature has not given a fimilarity of feel-* 


iQg. It is tbaft ideal but Irreriiltbltf 
chaxm.with wKich endiufiarm invefts'her 
objects of piiffuir, which alone tixi roufe 
the ibul of mMy and toake hioi lod^k down 
01) wealthy or power, .or fplendof^ wheel 
deAkute of wifdomv with contempt. I 
h^^y however, found much . entcatft afa h iie iit 
miogWd with that improvement' which 
op^fi* and: expands the mjnd in this fhort 
residence hwe 2 neither Copenhagen or 
S|Q$:^h9lm cootain.fo mnchto attrad tlN0 
D0tii;)9 of a tiramlieri. patticulartj when it' 
is rjpmcmhered that thofe cities fadve pro« 
bablyt reached their meridian, and that 
every month aids to the beauty and mag« 
nificence of this hew^^born metropolis; 
My (tout Hes, as }^ou know, through Ingria, 
over ground wre^ed by the Czar from 
Sweden.-^! difpatch diis to-night. My 
next will be front Narva. Adieu ! 

. / Youths,' fcci 
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L E T T E It Xn* 


1 


LAST thurfday taorning aboflt fi* 
o^cIock I quitted St. Peferftrurgfay 
wiicre ftueral Uttfe accidettts had coficw^ 
red to detain me Ibme daj^ longer than I 
. intMided* The whole intermediate eonn^ 
try from thence to die gates of this city i§ 
avaftplain^ levels open» and coveifed in 
many parts with harvefts^ which the peft'^ 
fimts are already reaping. It reminded m# 
exceedingly of Saliibury plain, tb which . 
it bore a high refembknce. My tnten-^ 
tioQ .waa Dnly to have Aaid in Narva 4 
§tw. hoan, bat tlfe prefiing inftmeWoi 
two or thieo very hoTpkable gentlemeiv 
ivbflm I kave met with here, has induced 
me to prolong it. After dinner lafb Fri^ 
day they carried me out of town, to ifaew 
I me 


[ 271 ] 

tne the celebrated ipot on which Charles 
the Xllth routed ii)o,ooo Mpfcovites^ 
With his little Swediih troop rather than 
army, only feventy years ago. The en- 
trenchments of the Ruffian camp are ftill 
diflin^tly vifible^ and extend, as they ailure 
ffie, near eighteen Bnglifh miles along th0 
ihore of the gulf of Finland. Their heafl, 
quarters wefe eftablifhed in a little ifhuid 
fituate at the narroweft part of the river, 
where was a bridge, which finking under 
tlie crowd of flying, Mufcovites, deftroyed 
a0 great. a number as their enemies had 
done. Peter moft feverely revenged the 
di(honour of his arms on that unfortunate 
day^ when he' afterwards took Narva, and 
tranfporced the wretched inhabitants int& 
the^moft remote parts of his dominions^ 
They yet (hew the baftion where he gave 
the aiS&ult ; and it is faid, that on his en« 
fering the place, and finding the Swedifii 
commandant in his robe de chambre^ un« 

t • 

ftpprehenfirc of fuch an event, he ftruck 

him 
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inttk feverat times/ reproacfaing faliA fbf 
his remiffiafs to his fovercign'^ intereft^ 
and for haviog beeii found in a dttft fo 
unworthy of a foldier< 

9 

' A gentlemaft of condition iVith whdm 
I have formed a fort of intiinacy dcrrtng 
my litde ftay, and who is equally a na^an of 
letters and of urbanity^ has related to me 
an anecdote reipeding his own family^* 

wjiicli I fiiali give you as nearly as pofH- 
bk.in his exa£t words. I thought it v^ 

intereftingy and very iingular. ** My 
" mother,'* faid he, " and her elder fitter, 
** wete both natives of Livonia^ and be- 
** came captives to the Czar when this 
** city was taken. They were fold as 
^' fuch to the Ruffians, and carried by 
** them into the interior parts of the em- 
•* pire fouth of Mofcow. Fortune had 
" not even allied them in this ftate of er* 
^* ile ; nor did the one know to what maf- 
*^ ter the other belonged. In this fitua-^^ 
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^\ t|oi^ as a Pmg, my mpthpr reihtiaed 
'* tvro.year»; at) the end of whidi tim6 , 
^f fl)e found Kor elder fifteri whofe fate 
** had been much more znild % a boyani 
^* or noble^ captivated with her perfon, 
** laacried her» and had raifed her to a 
*^ ftate of affluence and powen This (he • 
'< ifuni^diMioLy.^sniployed to rescue her 
*« £i\tn and under her protpcftiodimy mc^ 
'* the^ cemained till theintfircefficm of the 
*^ )^qf>prefs Catherine, who was prig\A^ly 
*' a Livonian villager, procured, permiflioik 
^' ta all the baniflied natives to return^ 
'* and even the reftitution of their houfes^ 
'^ effe^, and fortunes. This edid i&- 
'^ diiced my mother, to quit the afylum 
^^ flie bad found in Rufiia^ and ihe re- 

• - • 

^^ turned agdn to Narva« I need not re- 
'^ mind you» that the great Prince Men- 
^^aikoff, whpfe genius and merit raifed 
^^ him from the ftation of a paftry-cook/s 
'* boy, to the higheil employments under 
*' Petor the Ut, was afterwards^ baniihAd 

«* to 


I 
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f< to Siberia, and aU tus .«ftat«« efnfif- 
^< €satcd« The boyaM who had ttocned 
<^ my 4un(, was one of hi^hnmediatb de* 
.^^penda|)G6, and had the (bperilitendftnee 
^^ of his lands : he was jfBvolved in the 
f ^ min of the prince, and reduced to a 
<^ (late of poverty and diftrdfs. Hii wife 
<^ fled immediately to her younger fitter 
^* fonrefuge, who had now an opportunity 
^' to retaliate the benefits (he had formerly 
^* received, and to extend that protedt^n 
'^^ £he once had wanteds My.aunt, ^hom 
^* I well remember, is dead; but my mo- 
** ther is alive at this preibnt time, fiwn 
^' whofe mouth i have a thoufand times 
'«' heard the ftory, and of whofe veracity 
^^ there can be no doubt. There ar^*' 
continued he, ^' many old peribns yet 
*« alive who remember the battle of Nar- 
va, and among others is a man whoic 
life was preferved by a moft uncommon 
** circumftance. He was an infant at 
' •* the breaft, and only about a twelve- 

« month 
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^^ ihbmh old. Some Mu&otite foldiers 
** with a mercilfis barbarity tore bim from 
^^ the nurfe^e arm^/ and throwing him 
^^ againft a wall le A him bleedings and as 
^ they apprehended dead ; the woman, 
*^ however^ attiKrhed to the child, return* 
^* tdi and by her care recovered! him ; and 
^ he too is ftill alive." 

» 

I fpent the greater part of yefterday at 
the mouth of the river, which is about 
eight miles from hence. It was beauti^ 
fui weather, and tempted us to fail but 
«pon the gulf of Finland. Ships of any 
buiden Ue in the road, there being very 

m 

little water on the bar, though the river 
itfelf is deep quite up to the town* It 
empties itfdf into the great Peipus Lake, 
J about forty miles fouth of Narva. On 
the other iide of this lake is fituale the 
city of Pleflcow in Mufcovy : it fupplies 
Narva with cbe^ ^als and hemp which 
Ibrm alaioft the ialc amcies of it'« com- 

T 2 mcrce. 
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'tticrce, and arc brought Here by th* Ptf*- 
pus. On the other fide this river, oppo- 
"fite the town, is a large Suburb with an 
anticnt fortrefs called Ivauogorod, built 
by a czar named John Bafiliwitz, "who, 
if I recolleift right, was a cotemporary of 
our Elizabeth, and made a treaty of com- 
merce with the EngliQi under her reign. 
Thefe were the frontier towns of the 
Swedish and RuiHan territory for a long 
iferies of years^ the river forming the 
boundary. 

The fame gentleman whom I have 
already mentioned, has informed me of 
fome particulars relative to the Antiquity 
of Narva. It was founded by Waldemar 
the Ift, king of Denmark, whofe origi- 
nal charter they yet have amoiig the ar- 
chives of the city, and guard with great 
care. By the fucceeding fovereign« it 
was fold to the Teutonic knights, from 
whom Sigifbiund king of Sweden and 

Poland 
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Fo|aiidrtooktit» about the concluiion of 
the fixteenth ^dntury. Under , the kings 
of $iycden it afterwards reoii^ned^ who 

m 

graht^ it pcAoliar imnxunities.and privi- 
lego6> all of which Peter con£riped when 
it changed mailers. 

I had the pleafure to dine in company 
with four ladies yeftcrday, who were ha- 
bited in the Livonian drefs. Nothing 
could .more aptly realize that barbarous 
iplendor which has been fo frequently de<- 
pictured, but is now fo rarely to be feen 
Jp any parts of Europe. Jt was expenfive^ 
ao4 might have been worn by perfons of 
. the &fA emincincp without degradation of 
^ their rarnk. Their heads were covered 

with a complete bonnet of pearls^ which 

» 

were not worth lefs than two thoufand 
rubles ;* and round their necks were feve- 
r^\ firings of the fame. A part of their 

* Value about 4s. 6d. Englifli each. 
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necks was left cxpofed ; bat the Idwe^ 
part was concealed * by a veft t£ red fflk 
which fat clofe to the In^eaft^ and was 
' bordered with a gold lace of a vaft 
breadth which defcended to their feet. 
Their arms had no other covering than 
the fleeyes of their ihifts^ and when they 
walked out they threw over their head} 
and fhoulders a piece of filk refembling 
a Highland plaid^ and which was a fort of' 
fubflitutie for our capuchin. As a proof 
of the juilice of my remark in a former' 
letter on the early maturity to which wo^ 

« 

men attain in thefe northern countries; 
I cannot forget to mention that one of 
thefe four ladies had been married file 
months^ though (he is now only twelve 
years and a half old ^ nor is this an un-^ 
common or unprecedented thing. 

I ami now juft going to dine about a 
mile out of town^ at a gentleman's 6at 
clofe to the falk on the riven In the 


after- 
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WS'terneon'I ibtll continae my Journey 
ao4 iiuy> it is aot Improbabk* fiaUh tJm 
Idtcr in ibme part of Livonia. 


Riga, Monday, SA Aitguft, 1774. 

tT is a beautiful walk of about a mile 
and a half along the banks of the 
river jtbove Narva to the falls« There 
are two» a fmall ifland dividing the ftream 
ji^ at the place : I only faw one of them» 
th» ^ye luH taking in both at once> as on 
tbe.Dahl in Sweden* If I had never iieea 
thefc lad catara£tS| thofb of Nai:va would 
have pleafed me more^ as they are in no 
refpe&to be placed in competition with 
them. The breadth is^ indeed, gres^ter^ 
judging froin my eye, I ihould fuppofe 
them near or quite 1 30 yards acrofs, but 
the fall is only eighteen or ntcieteen feet* 
Yet even, here the roar of the water wheo 
quite <ilo(e, th« mift flyiog up over it* aind 

T 4 tho 


the fiif»uffding objeftsi :which* ktri ihisy 
pidorefquc^ t£k& the mind 'with a pfa»-r 
i^ng ailpni{hmcnt> and detain the fpoAlir 
tpr in a vQluntary bondage. 

. It was fix in the evening before I icr 
-turned to the town and purfued my joiir? 
t\cy. The firft ftage lies entirely over die 
plains which the Mufco^ites occupied ^n 
the famous day when young Charlea de- 
feated them. From thence the r<wd 
>turns in*land> and on Monday (tveoif^ I 
found myfelf on the &nds at the ^dg4t of 

^ ft 

• the Peipus Lake, along whodfe bordigfa I 
^ drove for feveral miles. Night clodfed in 
as I reached Ninall^ a little village waihed 
by its waves^ and very deUghtfally fil;ua- 
ted. Frpm hence I had only hot ween 
forty and fifty mileg to Derpt, where I 
^ot next morning to breakfkft. This 
pace, which is rather a lafge, ftragglirig, 
ill-built village than a town^ was formerly, 

5^'hpn Livonia belonged toSwedcn, ^f ^i^- 

fiderablc 


rfidenblo' imfortmce^ having rbetca* forli^ 
fied^ and a frontier gtirrifbn on the fide cf 
Mafcovy; It is fituate in the moft £sr- 
tile and beautiful part of the province^ dn 
a fmall river which communicates with 
the . Peipos Lake^ and furrounded ott all 
fides with harvefls, which at this feafbn 
of the year are waving in all the pride of 
plenty. Juft above the town> on an emi- 
nence, from whence the eye commands 
ill this vale, ftand the ruins of an abbqr'Or 


Mthedrah wbieh the Ruffians are em« ' 


I 

I 
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ployed in- totally demoliihing. It*s fitua- 
tion, which is very eligible in a militiry 
light, has induced them to commit this 
outrage on the venerable remains of piety 
and magnificence which the building ex* ' 
hibit8« Pofterity will fee the ftandard 
wave where the crucifix has ftood^ and 
the matin bell will be fucceeded by the 
tnimpet» He who reveres antiquity can* 
tiQt but deplore. Jthis change, and. regret 

>()ie! havoc wlacbwar^ under every fh^pe, 

* 

is 
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is CQptl^uaUy mal^ng oql the prodaAioi^ 
of ekg^pce and art* The traditions X 
co}le<^ed relative to this ilru^ure from 
the inhabitants of the town^ were very 
vago^ aixd unfatisfadory. ^^ The Teuton . 
ni^ knights^ the firfl: reformers^ conjue- 
*rorSt and Lords of Livonia^ were>" they 
faid,. " the reputed founders of it j the 
RufSans and Poles, in their different in* 
ciirficMiSj had injured and defaced.it ; and 
in one of thefe. irruptions the citizens of 
Decpty who had iied to it fpr fandtuaiy^ 
and hoped for protection in it^ ' had all 
been maflacred«'' 

I purfued my rout in the afternoon 
through one of the moft fertile plains 
which can be conceived: this beautiful 
vale terminated about forty miles from 
DerpL As evening drew pn^ I entered 
a thick wood of 6rs and birch-trees, where 
the fand was almoft up. to the axle-tree of 
the chaife ; the night was extreamly dark» 

an4 
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and it rained and blew very hard. It wat- 
one o'clock in the nGiorniftg When I arrived 
9t the poft-houfe, which is in the midft oB 
the wood; and as I was determined to wait 
the return of day, I lay down in my cloaths, 
and fell prefcntly faft afleep ; the fatigue of 
the two preceding nights, during which 
I had taken no reft, except in the carriage^ 
having made a little repofc vdry agreeable. 
—The fame groves continued almoft the 
whole enfuing day. In jthe evening I 
reached Wolmar, a little town which was 
formerly fortified, and where are yet the 
walls of a caftle conftrudted by the Swedes. 
From hence I had only about eighty miles 
to the city of Riga; but it was Friday 
morning when I got there, and terminated 
my journey acrofs Livonia. The diftance 
'from Narva exceeds 300 Englifli miles* 
My ftay in this city has been rather regu- 
lated by caprice, than ftridly proportioned 
to the number of objects it prefents, either 
to elegant amufement or inftrudlion. It 

would 
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wotild le haid to have fButid a (pot Mdre 
deftitute of any natural beauties or ad van<^ 
tages'to induce an adventurer to fix in^ 
than is that where Riga ftands. D^^ 
barren fands invefl it round on every fidd; 
^d a traveller who regulated his ideas of 
^e province by that part of it he faw 
lljiere, would accufe thofe authors of grofs 
impofition who have called Livonia the 
granary of the North. It was commerce 
which evidently gave birth to the place, 
and the genius of which ftlll protcds and 

» 

enriches it. The river Duna is an inex^ 
hauftible fource of plenty, and amply 
makes amends for every other deficiency^ 
It runs a vafl; length into the interior 
parts of Poland, and conveys down all the 

articles of trade exported from hcnce^ 

■ 

Timber is one of the chief; and I am 
afTured, that many of the larged trees do 
not arrive in Riga within two years, being 
cut near Bender on the banks of the Nief^ 
ter, from whence they are drawn over the 
3 fnows 


ihews in wititar to the Duna^ a«di>rough( 
down the eniuing ieafon.. . In May and 
June the Poles uAjially arriv?j? and returQ 
again before. the end of Jvil}c: at prefent 
there are very fpw. The hridge over the 
river^ is one of the moil fingular and furr 
prifing in Europe : it is 900 paces lon^ 

> 

and far exceeds in length thajt at Rouen, 
or any I have ever feen. I ^pi fo imper- 
fe£t a judge of every thing whiph depends^ 
however remotely, on.prindples of mecha- 
^ifm, that I (han't attempt minutely to 
defcribe it's coaflrudtion to you. It con* 
fi^s of tranfverfe beams of timber joined 
together^ and rifes or falls with the tide. 
In fpring, as foon as the Duna is quite free 
from ice they build it, and it is removed 
before the frofl fets in, which happens 
commonly in November. It is only 
about nine or ten Engliih miles to the 
mouth of the river, where it empties it- 
felf into the Baltic s and on the fouthern 

fide, three miles below the town, is the 

• . * * 

place 
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place Mriierc Cfaariea die Xllth fronted the 
8axons» as he had £rft done the Ru^^ 
befori Ntt'va. A high bank of (and Is 
now collcdted^ ahd pofiSfles the ground 
where the a<ftiqn happened^ under whkJi 
>are ftill: frequently found ikuUs and hii- 
man bones. The city of Riga itfelf, is a 
moft difagreeable one : it is crowded togcs 
ther, and farrounded by fortificationi 
^ich prevent a pofiibility of it's ' being 
altered or amended in this refpedt. The 
iiouies are all high, and the ftreets very 
narrow, very ill-paved, and very dirty. 
The fuburbs are as large as the place itfelf, 
and are chiefly poflefled by Ruflians, the 
municipal privileges exclQding them from 
the capacity of cxercifing any trade with- 
in it's walls. There are about 8000 in- 
habitants in the city, and as many more 
in the Fauxbourgs. The commerce muft 
neceiTarily be prodigious from .this port, 
iince they ufually reckon the number of 
ihips which come annually to load, as 

great 
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great m there Kre boufes in RigSf wbkh 
is tbottt 800 } and in the year 179^ th«y 
had 1030 veflck from v^rioui pam of 
E^rope• It's pretences to. antiquity are 
pretty high : it is fatd» that when the 
Teutonic kingbts, about they far 13009 
came to conquer and reform the pagan in* 
habitants of the province, they found 
fome merchants from Bremen, who had 
already fettled on the bank of the Duna, 
and ere<fted Riga, induced by the advan- 
tages it tendered to coc^merce. I believe 
this tradition is well founded. 

As I have now feen every thing which 
merits attention here, I purpofe to leave it 
early to-morrow morning in my way to 
Mittau, the refidence of the duke of 
Courland, and capital of that dutchy, 
which is only at an inconfiderable diftance 

from hence. 

« 

A letter is this moment arrived, written 
with the emprefs's hand to the governor, 

informing 
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informing him, that a moft honbrable ukd 
advantageous peace is concluded with the 
Turks. You may imagine what an uni- 
verfal joy this news diffufes, as it may be 
fully credited. Adieu, my deareflr Sir I 

I ccmain, 

Your's, &c. 
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Mituw, Thurfday, iitb Aoguft^ i;^^. 

. ' . . • . •. , . 

Ilr tt ft very plcsd^nC tind agffeeible dfiv6 
* (^fbor hoai^ from- Riga to this^ plac6« 
t&*4iftaAC«'b^g|tboat thirty mUes \ thfe 
dtfttitoiM 6f Kuffia; divide from thoie of 
jCanrlaod ^etrty at the mtd»Wfty. I a^^* 
rfvi|d> here Tde^y nttoi'aihg. At ilhe ett- 
^ranM of the tt^ta I tnet his faighneis di6 
duke,- ii^ho Was Oft hor&bsick Whh a fmall 
troib* tnd had juft retarded froiln hatiting. 
Stfon Klopman, the mar flla} of his court; 
pk*efent!ed me to him ytfttt^iy. He 
trtftteiit me with great politenefs, placed 
mt oA his left hand it d^nfief, th'i old 
dttckeft, his mother^ fittirrg Oft his right, 
ibd d?d me the honor to fhtf4^ xile in per* 
ftrtk tht apartorents of the palace/ and fe- 

U veral 


vera] curiofides be has co\U&ci, io tb^ af^ 

.tcrnoon. Our difcourie at table vnn^ 

■• • ' ■ " ■ . ^ 

the happy .news (jvi& received) of jt^e 
peace concluded with th^ Turks, all the air 

tides of which he recounted to mt^ as be 

• . . . ■ • ' 

had juft reoeived a letter from his fift^r 
the princefs of Courland, who is mar^^, 
and refidq at St, Peterfburgh^ oq fl^t jufa^ 
Jed« It feenxs aa if Ro^^nssoff J^a^-^- 
a^y reveried the canapaign cb the. t^Mlfts 
.pf tbc.Prutb^ where Peter the* Sfi): :f(ft8 

jQCceffiated to Submit to^hc Vi^icr's^.toiMtf, 
anj^ to make an inglorioos f>e^ej .torpci* 
fervehis army from to|al dcAm^Uoo^) tl 
renfiarked this to the duk^ whoipedfi^y 
agreed in. iieptimjsnt with me. . Hisi kisf'^^ 
nefs exprelTed many tiu;^ the high c^ftef m 
he entei^tained for the Englifli nation : 
and as a proof/' faid he, ** of the anti* 
ent allii^ice betw|^a :US| I have .hqw 
*^ among tb^ archives of the dutdiy^ |e- 
v"veral treaticsj of^frjwdAwp not only 
^.^'-from ypw.feln^?,^ but even from ,tbe 

«* famous 




•*• fitthdtis pfoteiftor C^omweH." He 
peflbnally acqtiathtdd^mth the Ups^iuHtd 
Biltimor^, wlro f^ht' fbriie d^y« hi' M5t?- 
tiw during htsfa^hct's reigii ; and aflbred 
'^6- tfttt tie liia^ often intended, diid^yct 
I^ped ta MHt England. He i*rai5 good 
fehdugh to lAvfte hie to one of his cdaniry 
^iSkxx^ at Rahendahly about twenty 'milte 
jftibdi hend^^ tiid fitaate, as he Rud, in >a 
l(li¥ely:^rlbf Coorland; hot as iny titiie 
4did hoc permit, I Was obliged to decline 
tlirti^ 'ftvOr« Wheri talcing leaVe, Ptdid 
•hiQi, 'I ^hoped lo have nekt the honor of 
paying my refpeds to him in Bngland i 
but if not, that I (hould never pafs through 
J4itt*w, without acitnowledging the'db- 
ligadons his ^oodneft had laid me tinder 
on' this vifit.-— As this little fovereignty 
«ind it^s hiftory are not much known iti 
<3^ur part of Eurppe, I make no doubt 
'-but it will be very entertaining to you, 
I to hear (bme account of it ; particularly 
4» I hife received my kkformatton from 

U a BaroQ 


jv&tepc :of tth^ iiiit6b9r>.. mit^ ^Hta &^ 
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t^^^Xm «46i tiic ;gr^d, ;|Tif#fi: .c(.,4m 

* # * 

i» ;}ii^ family it fqgHRueji .fiy ,^fl|:.,hj»H 
«40)« $j(tiii^ in tN .Rcribq qf Jfp^ffafai^ 
3:)ji8Mf»j the famf tifhofbqglpjt.^ j^ 
i9J^tly. 4gai«ft. Chacl^.. Oif 3^Ith»,at ,y^ 

^ ^fNri^«4,'9f ))i| natHir^ i^hpnlMii^ 
tl^ft Rm0u(^ ^l^ronf. . fie QnJx.Uwi,i||i^ 
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Hi9 widbw retafhea j»>flcifiidti: (^ the g<^ 
ii^miiiefif, to rf>e titdufion df FercimAcU 
m the (kathdf Peter the lld/i^en m 
was called to the empire by a fadion. 
t*116ugh this dvebt obliged her to leav« 
MitXkWf aAd Vetum to Peterftnifgli, yet 
fae^'power coniiAuid; and on the death 
bf the duke withdtitMi^ file plated her 
favorffe Brroa in the dutcby^ though 
Couh^ Sas:^ had beeil previou% eleded 
by ihtr Aohiliiy, and^ endeavored to mdice 
fi^JAM Mftantd. I need ' notf f e^ihd f^ 
A^ tfak Bifon was for man^ years Tittt 
fttittiiler, and pofleifled the moft^uabotindA 
•d power over both his miftrefs and her 
labjetfts. He was not of noble extradllon; 
hh father haiviu^ ooly been iii a - ver^ 
ttcan* ibtibu nurdcr the Kef lers ^ but his 
^nitts and the favor of the empi^fs raifed 
Mm to the.higheft dignities* She \t& 
hittrregent at her dea;^, under the infant 
Eihpctofr Ivan^i ab o£lice which he hei'd 
«6]y fifteen* days, imd frotn the poifeffiod 
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of >wliici*le was fent^ iftftf^ t«hTflmii6lil^ 
iirft into Siberia, and iftertrards to J^Hrfi 
id?;"' ne^r -300 rnile^' Ufej^rid: MdifeViK 
There lie rcmaihed till flic 'fate Emii«6fc 
Elizabeth's death, when "Peter the nit 
once more recalled him, and reiiiftatM 
liim in his honors and dominions. - Dii^ 
ring his Jiiigfacc, Courlan^i vris goxrcrhiSd 
for fcvcral years by the four great ofScers 
of ftate, who prefide over the differc!6t 
departments, till Prince Charles of StfXOffy 
got footing in the dutchy/ by the ittfltr- 
chcc of his' father the king of Poland, it/d 
field it three years, when the change' bf 
* {ht fovereign in Ruffia, cblfged him ggain 
to evacuate it* The late duke died oiily 
two years ago, upwards of eighty yovs 
of age, and tranfmitted the inheritance to 

r 

his fon the feigning prince. His high* 
' nefs is at this time about fifty years old : 

lie Was divorced from hii firii wife; a 
' German princefs of the houfc of Wal- 

deck, and is lately married to a Rufliaa 

lady.—- 
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|«4y^xt«Tb9 4#;c w oply th^ird nobler 
ii»90,bf tbe.ftsM(e».]u8 power opt extending 
lii . a}^. degree, oirer the other nobility. : 

* 

^y pay hiip oo taxes or diiti($ q( what«> 
ji(irpr XMiture^ and are abfolute . lords od 
ikfk own eilates^ having power of life and 
4ffith over, their vaflala.-— Courlapd is a 
fi«f . i^f Polandt and as fuch his prefent 
rJl^gbneis did homage in his father's name, 
and his own, to Stanillaus the reigning 
.Jll4ng, on his acceflion at Warfaw. The 
.^fitchy is fixtyrthn^e German miles in 
;3efigthi aad .twenty-jfix in hreadth : it is 
.exceedingly fertile, particularly, in grain, 
.from, the^ duties on which, and his own 

< 

patiioMn jal . eftates, the revenue chiefly 

9-anies« Thia £ddom falls fhort of 

—400,000^* dollars, and amoonts £>ioe- 

<Cimes to almoft douhlc the ium, as the 

price of grain, determines it in a gixat 

i meafiire^ > The dulce has 500 guards, 

* A coin value about 3s. 6d. Englift* 

U 4 \ chiefly 


{ .^ 1 

tfae prepaf4U0fw he 4nada fctr-delbfii^ 
lie told me that the aatieo^ refi4eBce<of.U|{ft 
dukeaof Caudaiid, wa&at Qoddingcjp^ tcmu^ 
Bear iiqLtyA £agU^ xnika from Jiencct - aa^ 
wkere arc^ililltlie fuiasf,cf a^p^lace i«1h¥||» 
V^elooged to llMiik*'«**The' prefent palace 
at Mittaw was begUA by d^a kt« dukQi>c<« 
foro bis batiiibtaaaaty aad coi^tiBued oi>jpj|# 
return. It is not yor qiut^ fiotih^ci iil.th* 
iofidg. T&ophii4s,tQQijnagQ»fiitettt anii 
priDcely £or fo. Kttie a fovcrdgii ^ .tboMgb^ 
^lia m^wtaios nfiiibg? a mHicacy or jiM(f4i 
iu-mameot^ he.is » rich: iKian wiih (£G9f}^ 

.a|i4, vaftN by, jft^e: ^;r A4»> wbkh is 

throogl) tht; nc^ea49¥^s. wl)icl^. farroaiH}. .it 

finely 


i^ig«bte^ «> Kiga'fi^r (mall boats j and a< 
fter& arc «A wey« a number of thde veflefi 
geitig* and retuftiittg, the vicur bf Ac fzSi 
apparently moving over the fields is vaft)^ 
pt3firerqac« I hare not feen a more cle- 
gftnt * landicapc than prefents itfetf ' front 

t^ tdifi^fcnt ' balconies of the palace. ^ 

■ .*. ' .• • ' 

■ • Thfrto^ft of Mirtaw »• not terry au- 

•ti^iftb « pti^ate gen^manr of Coorhnd 

4^fi4<d -iti ifl'tile yea{< 1426. It odcu^ 

ipM8 MP l«aft'4lB tiicM^ g#»uiid iw'Iliga, bat 

•«u»' tditt'Ar«BM> ard- move ipacioM and thfc 

ibuildingS'^iMom featt«r«d^ ilB-^afUHft-pm- 

pedy berigaedci as eqttaiin fisc; tiieiim 

habiiaats- an only between 3 and' 4(yo<}. 

Moft 06 Ae h6kifes atr of waood j and^veiy 

tt^eaa it tkA: appeasaiica It'ui hocridfy 

\|«iv<cds and "v^ob istitia-otolrefiilgahc, 

• theNdlieflfe faave-oppoibA'^ preirshted 

.Ibt: dube% itttcmiMk to repair t&ia def«6t, 

"i • : from 


IftiirobKgeA/to ixunmon tcdiet^ compofcid 
Mtkely of tboir body, ooeeiiA two^^osisi 
wliicb isaadte laws ood xddiBxfltt grierank 
ces : be.pn;^fido5 over^ bot baa little influn 
encfs or authority in it. 

v^ .TJiia dutcby i& an cxadt xeiemblanoe of 

Poland in miniature ; tbe facnc ariftacra* 

cy, Ae &me turbulence^ the fame polL^ 

tieal evils^ j»iii: in both. If die doke 

|(hottldiiave.male ifitie by his pre&nt n^arw 

4iage> iLis probable Ruifia will prefttve 

^^fae inheritance in the-Biron family^ as 

they are the creatures of itVown produo- 

tion, and entirely dependent on it ; but 

«on a contrary event the fate of Courland 

M. very ^rec^rioQS. Poland is already dif- 

^:mcixibered and divided ; Pruffia inveils it 

:dnjone fide^ and between that kingdom 

LsBd the empiite.of Mu(covy^ this little* 

;. province, may have the £ite*cf if s feodjil 

-|Mcaitf> Jrom^i^c^smbiliQa:^ of 

'i^w; one 
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OfAOC.ihe.otfaer monardi. ..■/'Iihe:iig])it» 
^ Iwmaal^y cf juftioe> and .^if libert)f& 
bai» ^caDn fo trampled on, aad defpilbdy lA 
tbepu-^tioii of Pojbuul, that no fiitule?ac^ 
tion of a fimilar nature caa furprife ia tha 
prefent age. 

^ ' The <^e is a lover of lectors, and has 
lately begun an academy in Mittavl^ 

which is almoft compleated, and wbbre 
profefibrs will be entertained at his owft 
CDtpence, for the inftru^on of the yoong 
viobili^ and per£>ns of condition in the 
dutchy^ This is a very laudable founda^ 
Cion> and does him great honor* 

I am vaftly pleafed with the environs 
of this city, as well as with my reception, 
which would tempt me to make a longer 
ilay if my time permitted.«—The doke 
hunts frequently, par tictihtrly wolves, and 
liAilt often fix v0r ieven in a mornings , I 
cdfUld ffifli to hove the honor io acacoqi« 

pany 
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I laAgiMy -be SL^ttxj gallant oM.-^tlfe 

cMiehute my letter. In two faoo^ I (btXk 
£ti 6Bf foe Meme^i bat 09 ttjfttf irdi 
not exceed a- day, yoa won't h/dBii agiM 
before thf arrival at the capital 0/ Prultlal 
Ffofti^ R<3ftiiig(ler|| I ' AoII wnet you. ' 
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KoaitiglbCTgt Thariaay, i8th Augutt, 1774. 

I; i;eff,j^ittaw this 4ajr fcven^igj^t j^t, 
^ . noon, and i;i;"ached Frawcmb»|-g^ ^}it^ 
village fifor qiilcs dift^nt, before qqifj^h^ 
^ot^ing could o^cped the beauty of . die 
country through w^ch. 1 p9^:;-^f^ 
cxtcn4cd plains, whi^h a,w»eQ|?o| uwkbe- 
fyrchi4 beep ojfvpr^d Xfi^ jh^ivqftfu Wd; 
9n which, the ib^MCS.of-xpra w»^,:^I; 
ftanding, imprcfle^ the travejjgp ^w^tl^ 
i4««qf plenty and happiopf?. , JMftiS^ 
pearance of ^vcry thipg. &9fx^ Wj»^ 
and cqfEolKwt^ f retff^ ]the d^f^ k94i 
9»94ef9|pe» ijpe^klingqf.CcHKlftmi^ fb»t 

%«i|her in the ^fdama, ^f ibc. dusby^ Hitr 
V> tb4 Qi)deft.(radili^n«» iis there even nnn* 

A 

tifift 4[%(Jc Qf a .famiDO. Natura haa Imbii. 
«B«Qtni»Qoly h9URtei>tia to tbeosu abdtbtft 

epithet 
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<pi&et of the Sktty of the trnthy MfytXly 
attribirted to Xavonia, bdot^ with nbfld 
|oftic6 to this .pm?in6e^ \,tbi9 pradu<9;ftt0f 
wbkh iaieing* '^^eatljr all e^q)br ted froitt 
Rjga^ gavo bit^ to the receive t^inion; '^* 


• ' 


^^ I Continued thy journey ^cry eatfly^iii 
^ebloniiftg^ hamg lain dowii AotcJ^rii 
ffdefir^ ^Afot to lofe any part 6Pth6 prof* 
ptAs which pfcfented themfelVcs, than 
l?flhi' facttgtre or want of reft, I was am- 
ply repiid for this little delay^ by -a corf- 
tinuattoft of the (arae degant foetid. 'I 
jjftiftd- ^oagh feveral woods, but there 

wis nodiing favage or fombrc in them. 
Oaktf, afpins, oficrs, larch, and nut fi^ees 
^cfmpofed them ; and under the Yhelter of 
this variegated fhade, I dined on fome 
jijold provifions I had brought with mt, 
whilo the ftrvaht procured me a defertk)f 
iittts from cne boughd over my htkd, 
wfaicb were louden vHth them.* Gil^Blas 
fle«lti> cUne4 mortf^o^Me&titfaAionffilhe 

5 groves 
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tiag:'. tha lijiiddle . of tbr 'pighb at ».lii)dc 
tMf^o(» whsrf the ptA-hetift^imt fitwiNsK 

population and the fertility of the ibil di- 
jpiiniifecd: very deep an^ glcBs»3r;y?po4s, of 

.Qj4jr afford pielter to wplyes^if^d b(»rs, 
Iprmed a .^iJHPS :^po^^ -^ the. xicb 
^rales I .h;}d juft ieft, .and iet «^. bj QBB^r 
/^^ion« thofe.jigrts in..wl^chiyfi«|uaiiTJf %{^ 

pgri^ultore. Ij^ »oV«>^<^i .*«ir<»«««^ 
,J)pMnty pf %^v9n.t-'l'rri8acbp4,d>eT&qnr 

« 

V^ .flf Jihe^dotchy on ;Sa||ifday.i»eirnipg, 
j^p^ croflipg a^ rivulet Qver. ft, wpq^ 
ly-idge cntercdPoJaDd : it ip ^oly a^ qjpjfraof 
iof,Litbjaaniji| twelve 9F thirteen -titikiK^ie 
brea^tU which divides. PruiSkt fcom Cq^r.^ 
i^nd, I wa&ftopped at PqUngep, a m\(c^ 
rablic tpwn rfA- thifi pcofincej 9fi4 fa^ the 
itODorto be,&4rchfid arftikiod-sof ciiiKei«tt^ 

The 
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nti U f iifn ii r wfc te fdr tki»'^4|iiftiMiiicL «f -i 
ttnhcf ooocdoA nBtr tt> MtiraiiouDsrilMnt, * 

gli(h imlea ffDAi hence ibmA1^ bhcM = 

• ^^ • 

Ebgle of Pn^ft, tnd in the- afterooto I v 
got tlo Mette}^ the firft toitttitihia^Fnif^ ! 
fian majeft/s dominions^ whdre I * vrai •: 
oiltgcd oxfce more to undergo The cere^ : 
tnta^ of- a* fdtfch, wMchwiisconddAeA-f 
•lihevtie witb greater fevleri^ thttn ar'bai ■> 
bden id Poknd, moft * rigoJroiis fNcfffltSti • 
being annocdd to^ih(rtntrodtl/^ian c^ XAy^ 

« 

pct^ibited ertid^^ howeirer fittdli m i^ttaii;^ *>* 
lily, into the icingdonr. As I intendcif to : 
taiekei SI ftort ftay in Memel/ F h^ffdi 
¥ided myietr with letters 4a tf {iHneiittI i 
commercial 'houfer tbe hofpiraltfjr Filed ^ 
fottod at Niinra, ami dre p6titenef$ (hewn, 
me at Riga, 'had prepofleflM 'me wiHl ^- 
favorable idea of my reception in ihh 
j^lM« } «Hd;A)me iiidtecementa-of anoIlM^ 

nature. 
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Atcore^ wMch' I- vitffi mention heivstfttr* 
adding weight ^o the firft' Vlddk aotik 
idbiiiBe on flUf armal, in pftpning tayCM- 
taumittsa &e {»^ons to whom my re* 
cofluhcndfttites were addrcfled. ■ I took n*' 
thtit gttMtf c^ cothmtM id thfflittle . 
a<$ilftments necsffkry on thefe 6cciifi6n$ : 
I {Alt on a fitit of cloftths which wis mbte > 
thanxlQcenl : a pair of worked raffies, and 
£)»e pQUHrder in my faair^ made me^ 1 ■ 
thoiQbtj very fmarfc as atnvelkr; aikl 
tltei^babiied I^fs^Ked ont.^^It was near 
femi intheevtttieg^ and had been a very 
raiay day s I: took the oppoirtnmty of a 
ihort ^pea&on of the ftorms/ and tripp^ 
nimbly along * the ftreets, preceded by a 
gislwidioCiCihOM of'ftockings^ who was 
ieltf ta ihew me the way4 When we. 
camd tD (hfii hpoibi mj ragged cohdudrera . 
opened the ftrect docM* without ceremony^ 
and running up a pair of ftairs^ threw 
open another door into an apartment, 
wbcire Qm''M% wm, 9^d retired with a^' 

X much 


,wl)ich ii^p^mi^ed. 9e*F *^^^ ^^ ^.1^ 
foiin?, h^.fjpi. 5iccW«4,iii tt) be. 5 eg^ui- 

f^ynojf li|bJ^wcrp Sfeiyf^iUBei^aJaf^a^milk- 

^ t(jc hour wJiMii, iB?«te my ^ippiiMMin- 

cp^^t«^n{:^ Wght.b^Wf pjflf^iV'.-ffc' 
ifujite deicejidai)ts. of Aty^iluupFt. if^^ti^ 
Ipc, %tcd up at tl^ f^iaptp i»Wi!^|it4i|S9i 
autpntat9ps a^tt%te.d by fftrwgs, and4f(W»- 
edby their reg^ds tp dejoMod tbipcauiti^ 

bc.at)9iu^.i|fyr y«£»<rf.«g^ wd; wwfff hotN 
^ixiSed in 4sep. (i)»ifQii)^(a|d^ WMi^« 
Imuftow/i t^ gi^pQtXvpf gDyeatoj^ 

: concerted 
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^^erted die ! taking, hoWis^eu hf cr^- 
^ftendals out of tfiy pocket, I preftnteid 
ihtm' ttt^HtJi v^hoilooid hekt me; ** I 
tim not the faotior, gentlemeh,^ faid i, 
^*'^ tiekooii^'ri'to yod : thefe !dier» jferVe 
16 iHtrodute-me to yottr acquaitttance, aiid 
'4^ refcMnmend niet6 your gbod offices: 
■"tkef 4re, as yoo will Aadi froth Rig^, 
mhi^ I y^ ottfy a Jew days fince." This 
■ik^ fpeecb ph>doced i low bow from 
'%oAi and WhiTe one pertifed Iheih, the 
•tAri» difired Ine td be feated on a (Ibol, 
i^icfa hstf once been covered with lea- 
4ier^ bat time having eat it all away^ 
^'hoHre-'lHui' which compoicd thefluf- 
fti^ fitp^Iied it's place : it wbs^ a piece 6( 
farmture p€rk6Ay in tafte with everj 
thing tUb in^ the room. I complied with 
lilt iitWtfttioo> and amuftd itayfelf by look* 
iug' round me, wKile the two l)rother$ 
wete engaged with th<i letters. «« 1)1 die 
kter em Kai^OnnT* &!d tHe fecona^ 
inching out his head with a look of 

X 2 igfiprancfl 
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mcbt" an/W^red tbe, other* (haiun|;;Jp8l 
in turn,, -** Gentleincn," fcid I, " th«Hi«i^ 
I 9x0, npt fo, happy las . to ipeak . Getynft% 
I, uqdeiffta^d iomcvdiat of tht Igngufi^K 
.thp motiyqs which ioduc«^ mo to trais^ 
are thoiib of kppwledge and improvepMAl; 
I have made almoft the tour of the nort)l 
of Europe this fummer^ and my ilay hero^ 
aa in every other place I vifit, it chiefty 
defjexnaned by the objeds it prefeDtbtff 

♦ 

inftrufdon and liberal entertainmfefttKf 
5« We apprehended^" aofwcred theflir^ 
*^ ypu might be come to o\ir f air, whi^h 
will begin, Monday ; you have he^iof 
Menael fair to be Xure ; if you want fmj 
goods, pur clerks (hall ihew you .the way^ 
pd g^t them for you/' ^' I atti hafH 
pily," faid I, " not in want of any goodie 
except a few amber toys ^ give aivay in 
f)ngland ; and I am told thi^ x% the. ^<h 
percft place , ia the world to ^pfOC^tUH 
thepi." /', I don't know/' jrep^Cft \^i, 
'^ " * ''if 
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*^ if indeed you onfy want a few teys, the 
hrndkird of the Ifin where you lodge can 
fypply y6u as well a$ any one; but if you 
would purchafe amber in the grofs^ the 
town bf Polangen, which you came thro^ 
wasi the properer place ; it belongs to the 
crowri of Poland at this time; but we are 
in great hopes that our king will ere long 

■ 

get hold of it^ as foon as matters are fet- 
tled at Warfaw; and then, youknow^ we 
ihsill have aM the amber trade in our own 
htfnds/' Uiihappy Staniflius ! thought 

I ; how little do the confiderations of 
equity and hohor weigh againft thofe* of 
jiitereft 1 ghd how unfeelingly would thefb 
avaricious tradefn^n fee the poor remains 
of thy difmemberid kingdom fequeftered 
11^ other hands ! *^ THe trade of Memel 
is notwithftanding»" refumed I, '^ pretty 
large at this time j is* it not i" ^* Indif<« 
ferent^'' faid he : '^ there are only four 
houfes who divide it; we export a great 

(leal of timber, which i$ brought down 
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hhkavua^ m^etayifypi iieie.in b<isMtl|l 

« imtBjr mcos tmgjxt iutre.- bsm laden ikif; 
ilMfoo^ if the water on the bar wasi twti6$. 
mwcii d'^i^ni^ed lately. There were cigiiE4} 
twa fedity tflfd now tkerc are only ^ftecb ^ ^ 
melandifoly circtixoftince for us f"; ^ibl^ 
why/' £iid I> ^< have you not rentonditlM^' 
|o bi$ ftiajefty of Proifia I A hvpmgtifi^ 
wife, ib «t|fehtive to every br&Qch of ttii' 
jdexrenae^ vMi6 mfpedb hhnfttf intd all 1^ 
dfep^iltB^ot6 of policy^ and is' l^owrt nifw 
faAeti imml^ no doubt itiinbfb hha/SAf 
frgtmh^ in the tenoval <d evevy ^bHicltf 

Mkl> injure* br dkriihiflied your «raite;'' 
5^' W^ 'h^ve ««« found that;** replicd^fcc? 
f* ititioHflxancefe 'ikdvc been pr6fente4 tcf 
0te kihg^ arid orders ^Iven in confequtticcji 
but {ticy are not executed • hh majelt^ is 
^ great ^maiij bOtBerfia i« very diftant ]; 

^ and 
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«IMtfaitil*fifbtitkt*of tfacidttgd it 

^ttkaA iF thete i^etb Aitjr objeds of c&riofiiyi 
^ nCeibeh ^ Tbert is not My tfciiig^ 
ibat I kncm of/' ft4d the fetond brotbbr, 
^* except ft pot*^ itiatiofaftofy^ and yod* 
liity iibe a better ottt at Dantztc : tfaeihipa 
M tli6 quay are out fin^ft fight/' I: Utriicdi 
iht difcourfev id the intention of pcoho^. 
log die time^ on the fiege of Meoiel in ihr 
Itiie war^ bf which they gave me Tome aer 
couoti having refided there at the tii»e« 
ipnly 600 invalids held ^ om fovur dtjt« 
a^gainil an arftiy of 501CQ0 Jli^ilans, and 
th^ (>btaiaed a cafiitaktioni arid marched 
cift ^ith aU the honors of wair.-r'I had 
Qow e<hau(led every topic cif <:onverfa* 
lion $ it vrai become fo ve#y darfc^ that :X 
eoi^ld diflinguiih hardly any parts of xay 

ff 

cobbp^ions except their noies.»aod thAc 
peepers : they had ncrt given me>any iiivi'^ 
tauoo either to fixpper^. or ta dinner next 
&y ; the gloom ihcreafcd every momentj 
fq)4 durkneft and . iilen^e Hrevt drawing 

X 4 theij 


tKeir mantle over us.— In a woftlj iSfoQted 
I mud go, Co riling up T made my h^, 
aod wifhed them a gooi! mgfit-^I ttm«ti- 
cd home half mortified at m/unfucceftlul 
vifit. You will fuppofe there was 6nkie 
concealed motive which influenced me'fo 
warmly to attempt, and fo long to perie* 
vere in the defign of cultivating thb ac- 
quaintance of two fach men. There 

> 

was : I avow it. I had be^n informed-be- 
fore my arrival, that one of th^m htld a 
lady, whofe perfon and manners '^rc 
eminently attradlive-; and the hope of 1>e- 
ing introduced to her prefence, had alone 
prompted my behaviour, and regukted 
my conduit during this interview^. I 
ihould have edeemed the company of fuch 
a woman more than an adequate compen- 
fation for the previous penance. As T was 
not' lucky enough to enjoy thi$, however, 
I made the be/l of my condition, and 
drank Mademoifelle de Treiden's health> 
in a glafs of Rheniih, which wastolera-* 

5 Wy • 


jhl^y^tSP^* Wbp Madeqioifene de Tm« 
4^ iS} I nevfit. yet tqld you : ihe is vi^ 
yiW^g* very pretty, and. very good-na- 

: lured 1 if you would know more of her,^ 
^ ^ lives at Mittaw, and is a maid of 
. bcwor to the duchcfs of Courland. 

« 

1 I; ordered poft-horfe$ for Koningfberg 
at noon . Dcsct d^y> and walked out in the 
jncKoing to look at the town. The ladies 
TtfdK pickiog out their way through the 
idirti^ft.v^ft ft^eeta it is poflible to cpa* 
* icqv^^ in negligees and white fattin (hoes i 
and the gentlemen were gallanting them 
to church (fpc it was Sunday) in blue 
velvet-coats^ and vafl: Kevenhuller hats« 

There were ibme cxquiiite figures among 
.them. Leonardo da Vinci would have fell 
.tp work \vith his pencil in a minute^ if 
he had been there. It was a moil laugh* 
able fcene« . There is jnot. indeed^ any 
;thing ip tl^ place to detain a man of 
curio^ty. tvTQ h^urs :• the buildings are 

very 
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tkd compttog-houle, I thlfik ' • itk« -^li^ . 
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. J^ttm hcAtc to Koningfterg, , the i^rtd^. 
liAS py«r a ipk of iand about eighty-tHn;^ 
mUes in lengthy and not more than ^B%fi^ 
l^c one in breadth in many places: ii|. 
ftone.iloes it tjitttdi, three* This eztraotw^ 
diftary baok;of faod terminate) a liv^t ^, 
ilttofitiknwii of the town, frOR^ w^k^ 
H ii icparatcfl by a hiiven 61* m^ h^^-t 
tt^tlt id breadth, When tbp we^tber^i. 
^q6,' and die ^a fmboth^ one ^ay.drivd. 
^lig it with great piafatc, . aii'^Ke fandv 
(;)ofe to (he margin o^ the water ar^ harii 
aad ^fn). Unhappily for tne, |c hot only, 
fefew very hai^, ba£ the wind being wel**, 
rerly drove the wave& a loOg way higher , 
'6tt- tlie beach thaA oiba}. ' t landed on 
the iknd abotft tWo ia the aft«raob6> ana^ 
i%a^ed.the Utitpod-houfb <$ night oloftd i 
io; ^A'ttoie-tefribte oAe 1 4iart%.eif«^: 

i^'.wi (emember; 
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iJane. The fca being drWen by it's fwy 
^ Ibi% wiy beyoft^ (he tifua} bounds, ne* 
cdffitflte^ tK6 pofftlibnstc^t to drive ihrdfigH 
jfhe vtrjr furf, Which many Anits com-^ 
pfeatly covered tlid foffe-whccfe* df tfid 
parriiige, and roared like thdhdcf xtftif in 
foy ears! Ir^ fuch' a fitusftioii I coiiAd hot 
fikt much repofe; and mqrt tfifthtA^M 
dtpprdiendcd I (hotkTd bavj^ been: itieyiltH 
My 6ver(uphed' Hito ^the fei>V ti$« iide-'^' 

fhcl?ttle find. hilh' Which bound fhii flnSWr ' 
betng {b (helving aotf fteep, that it W^ 
With the vttattA prccaaHott idnd'caki thd 
csmage vi» pnweatod koth tcHrniii^ d«tei% 
Momiftg efiiiii« tiMA-^lk^eleofH* atop Awil 
a nighty aq4 iAetft^e}g)Mi </olo<^ i giof ta ' 
a- BHCBrabte Iia%li#r4^ caliall «tt ilUil^ 
whtt-ei Ibaotf^ tli«' pd^' iiihiMikd(«> «»« 
pk^^ed In b«^a»g piAftpkiM, wilkll> i^ 
pearad co be .oq* «iii«f «ttk]». «f£ ikflir 
. 3 food. 
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^ifidi The women looked mott:- lifec^ 
frit^^es ibm Immin creacare^ widioiit 
gay forttof headr'dflefs exc^c thdt hair^ 
and fcarce. covered to ' the ' knees.- Hwe 

* ' 'i 

m 

among HoufyJbnms (who appeared more 
^vago thm Tjatlws^ in a large ftabla) % 
oit jany bri^Jsiaft, aod drank my ooflbe^ 
^ery C€mpofcdly«— --I reached the fdoiiietti' 
termination of the faod> where at yamsi 
the continent^ about noon ;. and gladly 
fojwd Qi|&l£ pace more on firin .grOuad, 
ai(]^r hsvifig drove twq^-and- twenty botttt^ 
along tbp (hore of the Bajtte> and* often ^ 
amid it'< very waves.~*It is about ivroaty. 
miles to Konin^iberg from hefice^ ^naA 
a, fiat htxkt iflclofed and cultif ated couoccy^' ^ 
I paiie4' aliooft andtf the very wheisls 
wbeire-tbc bodira of four male&ldors late^ 
]y execifed are itiH remaining. I turned 
my,ieiys$ with liorror frodi this ij>eAacle» ' 
cqufJJy humiliatLog and moornful to a 
breaft ;0f ^otnpafficiii^ They are on^y* a ' 
^uact^iof a ouIe/£riim.:the dty, at Idie 

gate 
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ffiHA of whidi I Was ftopped. After thd 
Q0ti3tr on gQtf d had mfpedted-my^paft^ « 
fGi)4itr withbia bayonot fixed mounted dltfr 
ooij^ll-boxt ami the poftilion blowifi^ 
btf l^rp^ I was conduced like a prifoncr 
of ftatd fbroqgh a number of flreets to the 
cufljom-houicw There I underwent amh- 
th«4r ^arcb a la Fruffierme^ and wa;s then 
peiimitted to drive to an inn. 

: I Ihall not quit this place before to- 
morrow evening, and even then it wilf be^ 
with reluctance. Fortune/ who ufually- 
difpenfes her favors with caprice, has 
made me here a rich amends for my dif** 
appointment at Memel. A gentleman of 
raoki with : whom I became acquainted the 
day. of my arrival, dM me the honor tor 
invite me to a ball the enfuing evening at 
his own houfe. I went about fix o'clock r 
it was a beautiful day, and the ladies were 



ieated under an arbour in the garden; 
wi^le a band of oiiific: plajied; -He pre^ 

fen ted 


MkeAtdt t6 them d) <v*tidiMk dHliiie^i^ 

Ottt ker beittt]F wfaicfa dikf9^.mt tb a jNi^ 

dcMrment nsitwre had given her tifo Aii»^ 
fi6rity;. SbaU I bjn ms diaiiM mdi^ 
liuiD> « foftuitom conttng«n6)r» iik^ wHJ^ft 
no higher and better inddciuK mingkif 
itfdf? Or are there not, my dear Sft^ 
Ibme feCRt and lihknotrn cau&s, foi^ 
wquifiie aad . fympathetic quatitics, el^ 
Att menial or corporeal, which at irsta 
by a Aibtle and kziefiAible energy certaift 
perfi)Q8p whom a congenially of 'fbul' haar 
fisifinfd togi?c and receive a mottifil pieiN 
fitted het this be as it may^: hdwe\<etf^ 

s 

lucncaift iiie cauie, I filt tbr e^ed; 
Thtfc paffiooR of the hoap» depend not oif 
, the dediid»fl8 of the tfnderftanding, and^ 
tdcmratioii; may be -mpeAMt;^ wrthdnC 
dc^og it. Her pc«ftn\«Ms lletide^ ahdl 
imnad wlth/ij ftnr Btti r y^^ a^delieacy iwiii«« 

glcd 


it; ^m 4ifiN^4 aU over. bcr,. tik^ might ba 

l^,hju- jbiapf}« as in thp cbaeg^.ol her cjre. 
']^i^e hjid.aot |akep Myjthio^ frooi film 
i^s^mrj^ lov^eijt of hor cQuptfioance i but 
^kpjt;^ ha4 M»g^ l^F <^e«k -wiith §i pa}** 
sj;^, . w#lbo»r 4JmMisig it'9 charau* 
§19}^ ^« >ofiv «( fiwlin,. bu|^£ TrvMih. 

^qj^gjp nr^ only, cfoalkd bf Imt oo* 
f g aintniyc wUI^ thp IuH9ft< 8I« read 
^[a^ ao4 BoUf;a)i^;With eqii»l eafeu Go** 
IftM .qug)t^ l^\B» liAfidcd with At mtch 
pft/m M 1 4i4> vhile» in a tone of taktf • 

^.FrinfeauaraiQisauMiu-de/ Anm*. Hor> 
|K»4t|^(iifi:n{K9MHn$t.ker tod^nse) but 
li»e. .reMMBOMMidttd >tp me her. fiieml, % 
](9HDg. kdy very «|Bt»Uki;, if mjr iwart 
cdsM have &>iiad' a^td^g-fe hcAlN. 

herfelf. 
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ft 

herietfL Mufic had no attf adiMt for OMfr . 

4 

tmleis of a ftcondaiy natnte^ and ^faidi- 
k derived from her j nor cimld danciof 
animate my bbibmr though it migbt tnj\ 
hody. I returned from this gay thraldoi» 
to the happineft of fitting befide her^ oi- 
regarding erery alteration in her face« and 
attending to the accents of her tongnCAt 
She was not infenfible to this fpecies of 
homage^ more truly flattering than a<^70- 
lume of compliments, and was one of ttto* 
few women I have met with> who know 
that love has no alliance with loquacity. 
She invited me to teach her Engliih, and' 
promifed in return to be my preceptrefa 
in German. ^' Now and then,"* addcd^ 
(he, <^ we may recur, for a fuperior encer«^ 
tainment, to the Pqfior Fidf, or the Gse^ 
nrfalemme. Why cannot I accept this 
invitation ? why not profit of fuch a tii^* 
tor^fs?. Can I have a better one, if I^ 
wander through every circle of the em-*. 
pdriC? The very gimius of the knguago* 

would 
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woiM appear dMtnent^ when file deigned 
to inftruSb me Id it, afnd all it's aiperitiet 
^iJMM'be fofttned in paffipg through fach 
ia mediom. What may come, I know 
nott ^^ Hope fprings eternal in die hu- 
tAan breaft':*' but at this tiiAe, infuperable 
obfticlea preclude the poflibility of my 
ftay in Koningfberg. , 

-TMsis a vaft city : I do not believe it 
i^kfs than Copenhagen ; and it contains 
50^000 inhabitants/ exclufive of 8000 
fokKers ; it is a great colledion of houfes 
and ftreets widiout elegance^ beauty, or 
order : the . buildiilgs are in a vile tafte, 
and moftlyold. Here is an academy, 
fofmded by one of the firft dukes of Pruilia^ 
htrt our* grammar- fchools in England are 
in general much fuperior to^ them* A 
profeflbr ihewed me the library^ and 
other apartments : there is nothing wo^th 
looking aty except the original fafe-con* 
du6t given by Charles the Vth to Martin 

Y Luther^ 




:4.«lther,- when he -attfiadf4.;U>c. ^j^pf 
:.)ConipgA«f g ; ha^ .;f .xxjn^^Wp t^R^in 

, m\c^.of |iurtj*fivc,E5^Uaj,, from .|f U^, 
:,the jfprp,oft..a,t the cnilpoufhuiTft^i^.j^c 
, rivqr Prcgel ; fo that pply very fip^l^if^-- 
. fpls.can cpm^ up to. the tovfu. . Thft^Rfp- 
fept kiRg pf Pruffiahas not ihewp^^a/i^j^* 
tachment or fondpefs for th)S pitrt pjg^^ 
dominions ; nor has he vifited the city 
fince the year 17^3> though he comes an- 
nually to make a general review of the 
troops near Marienwerder on the Viftukt 
not far removed from hence. The river 
is parrow here^ but there are fome very 
pleafant. gardens on it*s banks. I am 
told, a king of Bohemia founded Ko- 
ningfberg fn ia55> this part of Pruffia 
being at that time dependant on his king- 
dpm.-7-The lady whom I have already 
mentioned, has not formed the fole in*- 

ducement 


' ducbment td ptotniGtmy flay : tlie cordial 
titid genJerous politene(s I have met with 
"frdm^an' CngUfli merehatit iind'his lady* 
'Whbfe 'names are Collins, have made me 
'IWgiVMcmtl : flic is a Pi^uflian'; but few 
fii^giifli wonlto poflcfs half bet powers pf 

ft « 

"jAekfing. I am juft going to ' fupper at 
fe httufe $ fo farfcwcl !-^In a fe^ days I 
libpe to writfc yott from Danteic, where 
'mycobrfe wiR be direded next^ Mean 

' While, helieve me ever 

• 1 . , • , ' • ■ . « • I « I 


f 
\ 
I 


4 , .. i. 


* m M* * 


• I 




y ft . , LE T- 

a .... • . • . , 


[ 3*4 •] 


9 • m 


L f; T T E R xy. 




I . * \ 


Elbing, Monday^ zzd A^xgfk&i /f7i' 

iog> and purfucd my j^rrjey aloilg die 
banks of the river Pregel, through k fcp- 
tile plain. It was one of the finefl days 
of the feafon, the mys of the' fun be^g 
moderated and attempered by a bpefcae 
from the water, and all natiire gay. I 
flopped the carriage on a rifing ground at 
a little diftance from the town, and look- 
ed back on it's numerous towers^ which 
were gilded by the eaftern fun, and dwelt 
in reverie with anxious fondnefs on the 
objeft which had excited my temporary 
afTedions. I then drove on, and folding 
my arms, gave full fcope to thofe vifions 
of future and ideal happinefs, thofq 
fcheaies of reunion, to which the mind 
of man always has recourfe when op- 

preiTcd 


% 

prcffcd by forrow, ^nd which, though our 
underftanding is cpnfcious of their futility 
and unfubftantial nature, 

*• Yet with a plcafing forcery can charm 
'^ Palo for a while, or anguifh, afid excise 
" Fallacious hope*"— rr-* 

The axle-tree of the chaife broke dowii 
in the afternoon ; and as feveral hours 
were requifite to make a new one, I was 
necefliated to remain in the village where 
It happened during the reft of thie.day. 
1 lay down at night on a bed, and in an 
apartment which might well have ferved 
for the original of thaft where Pope de- 
fcribes Villiers expiring, and than -which 
imaginatioii can hardly conceive any more 

« 

miferable and gloomy. In the morning 
early, I proceeded and got to Frawem- 
burg to breakfaft. This is a little town 
' fituate in a fandy plain on the iea-fhore. I 
flopped to fee the church, which has been 
very renowned in paft agesi It ftands on 

Y 3 ' a hill. 
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a MU, cofnmantling an'«kCenrfi¥e p^ofy%6iv 
and hclbiigtd antieiiriy W the btflMpg o0 
Ermeland' Tbefo werto bcftb ^cO^iafticsi 
and ceo^poral princes, r9l<tmbliqg the dUos 
toral ar^hbtSyops of the Ocrman 9in|Mreii 
thty^ett Appointed by the kings of Pof 
Iand> and were vaflals 6f that kingdoiBu 
Their revetmet were not Ida than 3<QitM«l 
docats per atmum^ and th^ur terrttofiwg 
pretty confiderable. TJtus fief h|« < j^jrm 
eoniidered by the king of Pru^a,;4S.t)t$r 
lonrging .to him, and in wnfeqvcpcp^jfer 
qucftercd <o his ufe ; the prefect bid}^ 
i« a young PoMOa aobleaiaqi and w^s.ip^ 
veiled in the fee fome few year$ finepby 
StenifUus. He is {aid to po0eis the pow-F 
ers of iofinuation i^^;^ gre^t degree^ and 
by his maillery and fa^etiQiifpeis, to have 
ingratiated bimfelf e?^cefdinglj with Jtd$ 
new ib^feigni who h^s pipft bounteouijly 
allowed hin:) an annual pei)fioq of about 
6tOPO ducitts.* from t\ic revenues^ oq 

* A pifcc:valuea>out9s. to 91: ^d. ^n^i/h. 

vhich 
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turn, lo ^OiClmcch of FrawpmilMurg. it 
'ii^i)ft(2aldi<4tGfQiuHlatioa« and ^l^^were 
ecUbmCtng thiMXiaiia fervice; wjb^ I ^^7 
to^fiL A» they 1 had iofofsiQ^ mc 9^ 
K6hibgfl>0rg^ tluit\tlie immqrfial C&ftxtvh 
if6»mi%^ inteited iiere^ . I w^d fwith no 
tilde impuSenta k-theexpeAatsoo Qf^^ 
iiig his: tomb'; but in thblivas 4ifkj^ 
|>{>inteid« *Oti& df ^ the priefti Jiffizred tne,^ 
th At though lid bad' been a caaoa.o£ kbc 
^ckthedra]^ Mft femaids were- boried at 
^^hdrn, the jylace' of hU flutivity. Whey, 
iMwcnr/ RjH (htw the apartment -which 
&ie1onged>o him*; abd the cations are at 
this time fupplied with watier, by a ma^ 
ehine id his fnVentioD^ which raifes it to 
a great heighth frdm the rale below* 

ff 

T^hcnce it is dtftributed" Co. every part of 
their refidence. Thi^ ' etigStiift 1 iaw i and 
though I am the moft incottip0t«t|t judge 
on earth of any thing,' vlfftiitfh dqieiuis 
oar pfinciplefi of hydft^ftativs^ oyiet I wag 

Y 4 ftruck 


/ 
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flnick wkh it's great ianplicfltj^ iTttt- 
cdebrated machine of MarH vfos ^om^" 
ftrtiAe4froiii the plan of it by oideroH 
Louia &eXIV.th« 

It is not more than twenty mites fiotnr 
Frawembai^ to this place^ which ri 
reached ydlerday mcM^niag^ and ihaii quit 
again this evening. Eibing was fmmded 
by a colony from JUubeck^ the Tyre of 
the Baltic^ about the 3rear 12344 It^Js 
fifuate on a littk river, which falls into 
the (ei near five milis oS, but admits 004* 
ly very fmati vefiels, Pillaw ferving -e* 
4aally as the port to Koning^rg abdl 
Eibing; The Teutonic knights swre 
k^rds of it for a confiderable number. of 
years; but in 1450 the inhabitants ul<i*i' 
mately fhook off their yoke. * From thjs 
Kst, v^ may date the ^lendor of it's an<* 
inals; they became rich» poweiful^ ^and 
commercial 5 they were rfcfpedied through'? 

cot all ithjB oorth, and evten oMule vrm oo 

the 
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tbe kings x>f Denmark and Sweden, with' 
fuecefs. Guftavus Adolphus. took it, bat 
his premature death, and tbe peace ^: 
Weftphalia which followed in 164&, re-« 
ftored them again to their liberties. 
Charles tbe Xllth entered it by aiSault in 
the beginning of the prefent centniy^ 
as it adhered to Auguftus his enemy ; and 
the enrrcnekments of his camp are il31 
vifibk at an inconiiderable diftance front 
the walls. It remained free frnce that 
dme under the pfotedion .of Poland, ti 
tbe diet of which kingdom it fent two 
members,' till the 13th of September^ 
1772, when his Prufllan majcfty's general 
took po^fefiion of it in the name of his 
mafter, and drotre out the PoliQi garrifoft 
of 200 men, who attempted to make 
ibme defence. The black eagle has now 
ibpplanted the crofs,^ their ahtient arms, 
^vA appears over every gate of the city. 
They already feel the rigor and rapacity 
^f this new government, which ihreatens 

to 
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tf( fwalkivr Kp all Polifh^Priiffiir, and io^ 
cxKingalib fl'^edoMi dnd cottinMrce inrx>»ti 
gc^rterdl roiri.— The . city Jtfelf cbntrfiiW^ 
about fifteen thoufatid inbabiianls^ The' 
architecture of the faoUfes i^ the- mo(V grti^^ 
tefq^jke and firtgular I bavi feen in Biiro|)@;« 
They terminate in a point, and atmorft ali 
the uppo: ftories are untenantable^ being 
defigned fM granaries^ and not for refi<^ 
dence. It vras formerly for tijged • in tte* 
Cdthic taftet and furrounded by ai tnenphi 
but even tbefe feeble rampdrtt are in «t 
great meafure demolished £nce it has be4 
come fuWea to it's new n^er^ 


J J 


I was permitted by particular requcift 
ito fee the treafores lately difcbviered htn, 
and about which fo moch has^^ been faid 
in the pablic prints all ovct Europe. 
They are Contained in three large cdffers^ 
in a vaulted' apartment of the town hall, 
where they had lain untouched a number 
of years. Thfre \s not any fpccii?,* flic 

whole 


r 


whole bdii||.p)4te;.or ^rmswats.wota kf 
dw priefts io tbe celebnrtioo of: divine fat" 
vice. The- nrquiiAte delicacy of (be .work^ 

intru>Oc. e . woEth not. excf^eding. .25»aQf^ 
ecv8» pr:^0QoK:ftcrlAng« There^l Infi^fyi 
o£ tbcic. ircnibres I can inform you» a$; I 
reccifcd it from th^ gentlemaa who l&ecip^ 
tbem« When the city was taken by Qaf*- 
la^uSiAdolphuSi be put the Lutheraqs in<T 
to poilefliod of the cathedral^ which p^Cf 
^ious tQ th^t event belonged to th; catbo^ 
]ic6. 'UladtiliMis king of Poland, reftored 
it to then) fi)me years after i but the pi- 
ous followers of I/Uther found means tp 
ifiP^tc moil of the riches belonging to the 
prigin^al proprietors^ which th^y con^ 
cealed, e^et^qally in this obfcure re^ 
treat. Th(; /eeret \yas a 4,a(]gerou$ one^ 
known to few* aod very well kept. Th?y 
wait , at prpfent to k^ow his, majefty's 

,{^ajru]:erefpc4tiiig.the (UTpo^tion of them; 
<.f(94.as be is i.jfuiac^ not bi^otted %o any 

particular 


• 
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particular religion or fuperftition^ he 
may perhapfs make mixch the fame ufe of 
thii ptate, as Beldlazzar formerly ' did of 
the vteflek in die Jei^Uh temple, by co-> 
vering his iide^board with them:^*^bot 
the catholics hope for better things from 
his piety «. In the iame cfaamher where 
theie holy redtcs have befen dtfcovef^d^ 
were likewife Several fwords which beJ 
longed to the Teutonic kbighjts. I ex^^ . 
mined them with grelit attention^ and ani 
almoft indiuced to believe they ire xxx^tt^fi 
weapons of oftentation, deiigned, like, 
Akxaoder's mangers and armor in India« ; 
to imprefs poflerity with falfe ideas of 
their perfonal ftrength and prowefs. 
Their weight and dimenfions are fo enor-- 
mous, that, though I meafured one c^. 
tbem^ I am afraid to tell you it's exad 
length. Nothing can be more rude and 
barbarous than theju: conftrudlion : two 
pieces of iron form the garde^ and round 
the gripe is t bandage of ftraps of leathet 

crofTed. 
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croffed. They «rc realty <?bj«ft8 of ^9X\- 
4cr tad curioftty.— I ann now, juft re^y 
to fet out for Marienboitrg^ which. is. only, 
twenty miles. off* Frpm thence I j[haU; 

* 

finidi this letter. 


\ 
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Marienbourg, "Wednefday, 24th Auguft, 1^74/ 


I Have received (6 high a clelight from 
* ■ ' • 

the view of one of the nobleft monu^ 

ments of antient magnificence now re- 
maining in Europe, that I fhall lofe no 
tknc in defcribing it, while my imagina- 
tion is yet warmly impreflid with the fen- 
fations excited by the view of it. To the 
inftitution of chivalry we owe this pro- 
duftion, the Teutonic knights havings 
been the founders of it. As I have fo 
frequently made mention of this order in 
my late letters, it may favc you the trou- 
ble of recurring* to dufty folios, to give 

jrou a little epitome of their origin, their 

* 

greatncfs, and their extindlion. — Folly 

and ^ religioua rage firft gave them birth, 

< in 
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in the dgeai tif daHcnefsr Eutbpe engtt^ 
in the franKc idefign df refcntfigthelkbiy 
tottih ft^tht hands tsf^be'S9t3sctttii ia 
mhotxi ithtUxt^i andWcfat'there f^iii'- 
^koas of doiiitary &int9 one M^tfl^cf^r 
cn the fame errands The/ were called 
Knightl Templart, Knights of St. John of 
Jerufalem, Ktiigbis Teutonic ; they bore 
to thefe wars the badge o( peace ^d o^ 
^cord, the crofs, which they were either Sn 
the ihoutder at die breail:. It was in die 
year j 1 9 1 > at the time when oar Rkrh^rd 
was oppofing Saladine under the waUs df 
Jf rufalem^ that the neigning Pope- Cetef- 
tine inftitoted this new re-inforcetnent 
to the Cbriftian arms* They were only 
forty in number^ and a German lord, by 
name Henry Valpot, was appointed grand 
mafter of the order : their proweis did 
. hot, however, maintain them long in Pa-- 
ledine, froip whenc« they were driven 
out pretty early in the thif tcenlii centoty* 
Conrade, duke of Mafovifl^ wa^ at that 
7 time 
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.time tl^ir:>^.— What (IfmU th»y.4o/ 
^ightii^ was t^ieir ooly : pFpfpiTion^ aR[| 
(V^etxiie^^ qf foone Jkind were ablblatety irflr 
qp^te. Happily the north of Europe 
wn^^yet qxuch of it ui^ubdudd fp -thc; iioly 
»c)!iurchf>Miid wrapt inipngamfimi, .-It wo$ 
«i} inoil memonou; ai^io<;itti;cdC thtibaiir • 
£dela to piecc(> and Pope. Gngtxy^ t^e 
I^^ gave his fkoi^on to the cflule. 
Thus authonfed* Conrade ied them ati» 

md entered PraiBa. They either dpo^e 
i QUA cbc inhaEk^tants or baptised thtm^ and 
;^ft}dblifhfid tfaem&lves firmly, in their new 
.^:ooque^; Oa the banks of the river 
JMcjgfttsJn « beaotifol plain/ they fixed 

thcdrvgraod refideoce^ and began to^con- 
.ftra£l the caftle-of Marieobourg in itSt. 

The firft . nua^ of the order came here 
i in the^ year 1^369, whan^ we may reafon* 

ably prefiinoe it wad finilhed. They %e« 
' eame afiterwatds very potifrerftily and con- 

qnened all Sateogitia^ Cbnriand, Livonia, 

and other provinces ; they made war with 
^ Poland, 
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}^oUi«di and in 1461 Mtrituhfomg mtM 
bcAeged aad taken, by the Foles^ but re^ 
fktred iigain. Prom this time tfaeir fplei^ 
idbrdsBiiiiifhed : they grew licentious mA 
debftucfaed in ilieir manner^i lyraanital 
afid oppft&ve in their gOTefftthent. lA 
1^524 they were totally driven cut cif 
Pruffia, under Albert, Marquis of Bran* 
dtonbeurg, the thirty^fburth grand mailer 
of tfaesr order, and their po^er ultiaiately 
abdkbed* 


* i 


The caftle of ^Marienbourg confided of 

ihitt deifiached and Teparate ftruAures ^ the 

« 

&ft and moft anj^ient was defigned appa* 
reptly for defence* . It was fquare in if a 
figOTCs furrounded by a tpench of prodi«- 
gbus xnagmtude^ The king x^ Pruffia has 
fo nautilated and altered this part, by 
€oh verting it into cafernsibr his foldiery 
fince he teok pofleflion of the town, that 
^U it's origitial beauty as loft, ^nd the 
antiquariM fearches in vain fcr the ge^ 

nuine 
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nuine trtces faf- the iTeutonic tnagnifi^ 

cence^ amid modern bricks and mortar. 

Tlw cfaapd he hai fpai^d. There are 

two* one i>encath :the other, I vifited 

-both* condudod by the catholic prieft, a 

man of lenars and potSteBefs* to in4iom I 

am indebted lor the greater part of the 

information I gained rdatirc to die ftruc- 

tttre. Ih the fqbterranean chapel* &verat 

grand mafters of the order have been inter« 

red* and he (hewed me the ftones imddr 

;which repofe their remains. Round them are 

inferipciona* b^t tbechara^er dbro^ tiiheta 

illegible* The upper one is built in a very 

degant ftile pf Gothic ardiitedure; At th6 

ed9: end* on the oufGde Of the'edifict* inti 

deep nich of the wall* Hands a wooden fta^ 

tueof the Virgin twelre feet high, hddihg 

the infant Jefus in her arms: it is not 

ft 

badly e^secuted* and has; furred very lit-* 

tie* in the lapie of fo many centuries* from' 

« 

the injuries of time. One of the grand 
OMfien «re^ed diis iou^ iboa after th« 

2 com* 


rv*^*) 
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oo^pjltao^ of tbf ctOic wd. ^!»« ^Kwpp 
t)^i(i^ the protedifcf eii; o£ t^ o^r,,,t)^ 
eav^ ^Q nii9ic, <^ Manonboufg tQi^lbe 
afid £pctrei&. It wouj^ iean f}|fC 
whj» tljejr incrcafc<imp9.v«rv,..an4j|ttf)^ 
Jbcf. ^ kpt\^X9» the. iccqpd iwt <^/ 4SP 

,c*ftle,^?(^,c9n^u<ae(}. It is.oaly d»Vi4<^ 
by the trench from the £rift>. . Ij^tKlf^.i^ 
pbioly built on a di^erent pl^n i Q^^f^^ 
fijcence is the chaiaderiftic^ aq4 it.^^f^j^^ 
^drelyjof apa^tineqf $«. public abdp^Kii|fi^ 
Xhe, Y.hple i« $$ yet in g«eat preferv^tlp^ 
fl^ unaltered by nudderp motives o^coo^* 
Tfnience or policy. The cotthcilHct^tn^ 
bcr» or (ala of coafercQCe* is a gtaod ro^M^i 
it is, iguai»» b^iAC; twenty paces evegf 
way, Ip the nUdft |S a column of an oc« 
tagon fonn, ^oQipafed of cm^ piece of 
brown granate^, ipite^ng in radii like a 
fap at top^ and fnpiKHriiing tjie roo^ which 
lil^e every other \fk tb? building is vaultedi 
There is a douhif ^oyr of windows |n it> 
and round. Uirjeg 44^ is a Hsry high ilooe 

' ^ bcnct. 


liMldi/ ti^kist^ th)t khigbts fat,' 6ti ihe^ 
4DCcafioii6: th« rtfeAoire is ftilt iihore fii- 
•po#b:.it is fdrtjr paces fn length, hf 
hHiknty In Inreadtb. Thfee iimSletf piHars 
tK ^tntte fupport the roofv 'tEe capites 
<if yfhith are oirioafll adorned with fi- 
'gares'ifi dtd-relkvo, reprefenting^ as I 

■ « 

App^Mbend^ fome of the hiftories in hofy 
writ." There arc ihany chamBcr^ of a 
Ycdalter fisie; but ti^ePii two merit the mr« 
-iluteft -fttnrey, a» diey give the moft' pef« 
«^a6as idea of the architedut^ o^ form- 
IDT agesi whetie a fatiiage fplendor, ' and a 
f^^rbifrdas magnificence, form the predo-, 
tx^riant chira<ftcr. Round the ' whole of 
**^s Aicond d^vifion of the Caft!c is ano« 
ther moat» but neither fb broad or deep 
a's the firft. The laft diviubn covers a 

* ■ 

longer fpace of ground than either of the 
others, and was doubtlefs intended for 
their horfes, domeftics, and inferior ^t-- 

tehdants. It is furrounded with a narrow 

* * . . * 

illrich, beyond which is a high wall, 
«• .' Z z flanked 
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./^rcut^eceocc of the .wfiole %|j^f$i^ 
•does DOh I imagipc* £41 ihorf of ^,j^ 
:^i^ mile. Several ge&tlemqt c$.ti)e 
town hanre alTuved qad tbat. the (iibttsi^ 
jnean works of this caftbereitofrjef^ffiuh 
^rifiog wfi ya0> than the ftmduf^ ^^ * 
.appparg afapve jthc earth. . Tk9y A}^ ^^ 
^beneath the firft of t^e thi;<e e^lficf^.^J 
;Iuve eQUCQefated^ are thr^ ranges, sfv^nJlr 
.^ cellars. one vnder t^ pt|)er, j^tc^^^itie 
loweil of which they have defbcmfedribme 
years ago^. I fliould have had both curio- 
riSttyaod rgfelubtian enough to h»¥Q ^one 
4he faine^ if they had been ten^ deepiiVb^t 
at thi^ timc^ it is not pradicab)e, the fTf^ - 
in foiBie ploces be^ng fallen in» or ^^ 
;llrua;ed by earth, and the air bci^g iMp 
^noxious apd uowholefome to pfrout,^ 
ilttonpt^ Ovctthe chapel is a veiy h^ 
tower, to the, top of y^hifh I aiben^Q^ 
tboueh by. j^ bprrid i^iOTfCafe^ atiblmtdy 

"a, , ^. dark. 
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?4rk; and the fteps 6( which in ftoany 
]pahs arc broken attd decked." The prof- 
pfeft from the fammit richly Repaid my 
^^fcfubfc. It extends call to EJlttngi and 
^^ft to Dantzie ; and below lies the rich, 
-talc watered by the Viftuk and the Nogat, 
fitwifi&ted to the tlorth by ite Bditic— ^I 
SAtttft iiny&if you WiH not thihk myaei- 
'cbtini cf ii6s proud refidence cff the Tea- 
'tOBMi knights either too prolix 6r toa nil- 
ilUtti aa k if, perhaps^ the fineft proof 
<ifcf have left of 'tkeir former extehfife. 
Wnqttefl»r - 




-* The city of Marienboiirg itfelf contaim 
nothing vtfrf dttraordinary, It was fbr« 
tkiefljr the hea^ of a league which com* 
|yfthebded menty->ievea fiitiall townsi aB 
IMu^'ffi Pdlifi^ Praffia* aod #hich^ held 
diedhes for the regalatioh of iheir policed* 
ilHitaidipal' privileges, &»« Tblli-'lHtle 
>e6flfederacy'h^ been Idng eietind:, and the 
Wn it&lf fhflfed ithe fami fat^ as JBlfting 


^ I 
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06 diei^e><l8f» Urn Rni$a»Mkiti|ii«^:< 
iiig tnaitlledln without fe^iioc^. TblHttP 

f ' 

are at Mistime i6ot) of t)»cm here, -i^Ai)^^ 
eqmih the number of inhabitants tit tttft' 
p3«ce. 


• « 1 


J.Ji^L"- 


I !ty6<ft yti^rday &fte«QOdli>ifit'^<«ijp*iqi^ 
with tvir^^ veryt agieeftble fouag- wooatow* 
40d^ g«otkin«a» tofto ihe ' ifwi^ki^lofi 
i2|« tmrQ gfiwt fiv«rs of PoUd» Pra0iur 
^e YiitiiUHaiid th« Nogtt. It' ii«iQ«^io6 
the sy>ib piduo^qittt f ii4 bMitil^^tMtdd 
ibapes which nature preieatB. l^iteid oat 
renund you that the firfVof thefe ftreaowj 
4^ bAvi|](g (taflod l>j-th« citiM «£ l^hohi 
andCiiloi/ i!ivid«s iiMQ lMH»giwi bntoch* 
C8 : thf IfQ^efD* ^hidji main» ll'a^cjiiUr 

^<^k pa wfaic^ Miri«nl>otifgril 0MAWI 
U:k pea); thittepn milea ffx)i6 hence tU'llNi 
^^ mbfs^. this diuifif))! <afo8 ^iace.> «tiiwl 

the:mi|^;€^p6^e».bodv«(!«r8^ aAdtli» 

road 


■^ r - -k 
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yffitibUn aco' yard$ Df the point.; Hcin die 
t^ees sfc cLsjtfed ayrajr^ and eagyei^in|^ from 
tllfl 8)pom caoifld by thep» thf wh9l« 
beaatifiil fcenc barib at once upon j^e 
.fight: language^ however glowing^ can 
dptimle^ paifit4t's beatttiMi the e][e, 
aoA not die uadoifauidiog, u captiritol*. 
I'.iiood.iiboie jniMites oa tiik «Kt«eta6 
i^gCb tvhem die rims uake» in SivA 

Gbt.ttf.k£t.wi$ the Hqptf^ i^bofr.ofuclfr 
ir-.TifiU^ for ieneral miks to tkb nortb* 
^ at it kift between t)» bjgii baiikt 
lAutb bound it on eithet fide. Tboi 
Viftnbla «tt tbe rigfac, and Cbnos a ^fer, 
iQf coatnft, ifc't . hanks being cpren widk 
^ifatnv «nd die river itfelf is onJirlo 
kc feeo an inoeofiderabie way, ca adcouot 
o£ it's ferpe&tioe progfieiiii* A little iilaq4 
^KnSAy at lAe.jfuu^lli covered witb 
inrih-woodk aibid which fkeps tnift- ift 
aattifent decided baiii» Ibima «.^nle iireak 

. Z 4 ia 


' *. ' 


••i 


ftream of ikti Yi&fih undivided^ which 
fpUs sijiapg in ii)eot tranqviLnujefty,* tmi* 
^#r haniitfg.W£K}ifls, wlndi faetend'tci t|f^ 
foath as &r as the horizon • - irh<9^U<^ 
lever^l fishing-boats (een on different parts 
gf the rivers, leave fcarce any thing for 
imagination herfelf to add. We drank 
coffee in this delightful recefs, under co^ 
ver of, the, trees, on an eminence, ^ from 
ivhence all thefe objeds were diftin^Iy 
obferved. The peafants (for there is a 
hamlet here) brought us bread, butter, 
and cream ^ I ihould not forget to re« 
mark, that the Teutonic knights had fix- 

« 

ed on this place as. very eligible, and had 
even confthidled a fmall fort ^n the very 
^pot, called Zantir ^ but it being demo* 
liflied foon after, they built that of Marien- 
bourg fome miles higher up on the Nogat« 
It waa abnoft night before wq returned to 
town«v-^-I have now only about 0ve-and- 
thirty miles to Dantzic^ and as ,1 leave 

5 <b« 
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4laqikoe« n^ afternooA^ (hdH doubtleft 
irtbm there early to-morrow i but as tl^s 
ifltter is akeady very long, I difpatch ft 
.1^ poft irom hence. Meta wldle, my 
)^«r Sir, adieu I 

Your*«, &c 


* 
ft 
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IT isftgardea the whok way fiam Ajl^-p' ; 
rknbooi^ to the gat^ «£ this city* | ^ 
croficd the ViftisU at Dirichawj ;i li^lf 
towa moft beautif idly fituate ao it's, baok^ » 
and comaiandiog a view of all this fcf^il^ 
omntry^ Abottt an Englifli mUeaii4ii^| 
htM before I got to the town of Daofiii^i 
I came to the laft Pruffiaa gaztd, %^i 
eolered the tenitory of the republio, vfkkM . 
is Atprefeiit dimiaiihedoo tvery fide»ii94i 
invefted by httflars and grenadiefs of .iayij 
atbfclute prince. Freedom^ it is tme^ yRt* 
leigss within thefe limits, though nzxtixmi 
and waves her facred banner on the ramf* 
pSfPtsi hft how long this may cpntifiue^ift 
eertainly matter of uncercda^ a{Hi49^^^ 
If the tbeliopho^fate of BUniig c^ Mah 

rienbourg. 
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lienbourg can form a prefage } if die un« 
fueling iiapacity ihewn in the divifion of 
Poland, it*s feudal pareot^* and once it'a 
'prowdor 'i if the general titua of policy, 
I Hiptild rather fay of onreftrained avidi^, 
eKercifed by the court of Serlin in Polifh 
Pru(!la, enables qm to determine) it's £aai 
extibaifao 16 hdt far off. To wfiat iiappy^ 
cat valuable purpofes, itideed, call iibe pa£> 
feffibn of perfonal indepeiidence tantp 
when the fitfd (^tH which imoe lupt^* 
pliM it is 4idt Tfaeif commtrce, tiicnr 
tt^entm; thuil- ^hi»^ 9r6 Htdktf lilthnr 
fivsed oA, or bufdtned' witk' impolb aad> 
dfttiea which tavA eveMoaUf ' deftroy 
themi-^^The city iiietf> whidi^no fciftg oC 
Pbbdd ttvdr dared to enflaro;! ^hichhtt 
for cttiit&iies known die fnmts.^oi Eft 
equal 'goremmeot aiid public i^Mfty ^ 
now aWfiita iil trembtiiig expeftaiioa tin 
hour «f 'it*^ dUfttb^Uy and mifHatmi 

4 

piirhaps'iii fain» the powers «f Europe t9 

fiivV her ftctsk a new 'Cnenxyi a icfreKigd 

^ ^ whofe 


i:m I. 

m - 

whofe 'oli{m» irfe equally bhexpeJEe? dt 
ttiifaottiuled, ^»^d wbo, tfto«igfh apptrerKty 
feftrained .-ftom open ^ideoce hf 'piAi.tiiti 
m^mfh : wafdie^ only- ihe falrorable md^ 
tm»%-^t^aitaftmisht«y or intr^ue nMjr piit 
l^iti' > into ' poffiiflion^ As 4 metlEiber- (if 
liamaii race^ aed more pecuHarty asr'^ 
joyingt is: any o^n .'perfbn the &leffltfgs ><if 
Ubftity, i fesl for an unhappy cky, vhi6H 
liavionee botn great and .powerfiil, Wi 
uphflie glories will j^f<>faab)y ^n .he ex>* 
tibgoiflied>**Moft or all the fubtffbi^, 
mhixh are very popiiloa)^ «nd extenfiW,* 
areiftkeady ooeupie^ by Prtiffian, ibl4ieryt 
'whoiob oneiide.aiiB c^fe to-the -i^ry'^M^ 
tificalioiM, a^polifiutooolyfeparatibgclMiHi 
fcdn the Dantzic guards. PehHc fflvdr*? 

f 

« 

fions. of every nature aitt prohibited -by 
Ale ma^ifarMte, and tbe GeroAn cMxiedy 
Mn otleof thofe fuburbs which has beetr 
taken (torn theni;-^! hkft beeh' it femtf 
fi&w to kAow if they are caplkhle'of. n>i|^ 
itol* any d«fen<K in cafe x)f- 1 fiege.- Ap*! 

pearances. 
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clweiooe t# ipfrekoad they oould<ialold 
nut |i voy confiderablo time.- Thof 

f^toeers» Af tiflery, 6n«ll.«iia^, wd aan 
^Hoitiop,. an; uk much gcottec quantt^ 
tl|^ cao.^O iW«f>t<Ni ttk tbcir Arfeaalsr tbi 
l^jipgheiiSt <^p9^1c 9f beaciog aimt.amemrt 
fp 6000 ; their trcn«he< i»A i9mp$tti 
jr^ very. {jifQfig by natorc aftd'arta tbeji 
C4q lay the (^^rrouniling. cou.atrjr uador 
\y;|^f and the.fie^ o£ r^j^is.OQt jatth 
old aato !>$ £»rgotteo« If to all dic& #f 
f^ ike qothufiafm c£ liber^, yvhiich it 
ah9A^<9ual to th« ibofl; aiduotts.atcbievCM^ 
f^esfts, 9ne is. fully . pcrfuadod it it not 
jjjc.wpi^c of a day^ or of a.nMiHh* tq.bo^ 

* 

f^omp n)9ftfv of it t yiet* m contradiiSioAta 
t^ tibif fpe9ipu$ difplay of Jftreogti^ I WQr 
i[^ of , opinion, that (hould it ever. |r 
i$()t^e4 s^nd bombarded by hit ^0M^ 
fi^f%« it wwld, .hoM out .«, very. ih$^ 
liq«?.— {t i^ no^cpece^wy.to exan^ns tb^ 

uniform. 


i > 
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maitbna,' to tiaak the difi«ninod4MC#eet 
tks tlo9p6 of dke king and dle^MiktUill!^ 

ivlBCb is fdo!evU^ttt iti tsvBry taaoxmmt^ 

Tfte imgiftnuer ha»»^ noV^trnmH ^tUt^ 

tbd piieiitmtttinB of th^ir fi^t»)- ittd S«'il 
proiuUe inteffiaie confiifiM w4bldliid^U» 

ttib 4f tfa« Ruffiftns in the liift fiegelbrm 
tm^pfcfittepfioii of a fimflar itaitarerte i 
ftffotc one, fitice it is wdl known fcMo^ 
lecKC polivical (^riiigs rtteitAcd' imt pi^ 
Viibidd the Ti^r of their progreft.' Thde^ 
hovrever,' dre merely my 'fiirteife^, ' ok 
VrHich no rdiancer can be made^ 'a!Mf I 
<m inclined to hope and beli6Ve*it frm 
event, which, though juftTy drdided, wUl 
never adbiatly take place. ' A laiigubi* afld 
k decay is however vifihle, at this . fim^ 
4kough every departments ^ fSst V^ 
tula, which, they iay, at the preftnt-&iU 
£>n of the year, uTedto bi^covtred^ wftft 
Ucdfi veflek and' boats^ b ifo loo^ei 

cipwded. 
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^|(W^ «fli^iice ff om every >power ifrfii^ 
fnipe tvfaieb .€l»a poflibly tt^cat them ; bttt 
Icpoi the .c«ufiti <«f Ruffia aftd- Bogliod^ 
l}i<^ firiacipftUgr hope for- >mA>. . Tk« 
mtxitaa, tile cnithi^,. the AafiiAAoeof 
die.fit^^ have been hithevto £o:ttttpBOfU» 
pus and' anfftf ouraUe to thcm^ t^ ftf^ 
little could be expeded^ frotn tlreiioe^ 
They now flatter themfclvea that the 
peactf fe lfa[}pily cbncla4ied» mty tlrnige 
the policy of (he cabbet of Sh Feierf^ 

h^tgh I aiid fay^ that m dbe paft beharkmf 
(^ouot Paiun and not the efnpreii fpoke* 
tH^-^Bot on the miniftty of Btitiiti they 
ji^pofe Adr grand reliance^ 2nd fondly 
prefume to hope^ that a nfttiod^ the avow^ 
^ patrons of freedom, who hav^ purchafcd 
ind'cemettted their bwn with blood> M 
deemed it cheaply won, will intereft them^ 
ftttMs ill the fate of a city, which has no 
Other pf otedtor, , It. it not hunaknity alonei 
.5^ they 
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fhef &ft wlock Ihoald indvc* tkem to it^ 
tt is tfot the immortal honor of exteiM^A^ 
4heir care to the oppr^flbd throughout .lii^ 

' txUhf and of faying; to tyranny and 4» 
J^otifm, ^* Thus iar (hah thou go :'* poli^ 
cy and commerce require their interpd^ 
fition» and they will find too late» if lliey 

. xtmain indifferent ipedators of our ftidH 
%hat England has been* the dupe of Pruf^ 
fian artifice and dextefity. 


. You will naturally Imagine, that fi> en* 
thufiaftic a lover of antiquities as I am^ 
has* not forgotten to enquire after thofe of 
this place. . I am indebted principally for 
my information to two gentlemen, to 
vrhom I have been introduced fince my 
brrival, Monfieur le Baron Zorn and Dn 
Wolf, whofe names I ought not to men* 
lion without adding the obligations thdr 
politenefs and readinefs to communicate 
knowledge, has laid me under. The laft 
of them is animated with a fpirit of indc'- 

pendence 
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He refided Sofoc yean fiace «t Wftriaw* 
IhiC qwMe4 it on aficoant of tfaa troublM 
•od aovcbj which Ibrdgii ambition has 
iottodaccd into that capital. He retired 
to Dtrfchavr, about twenty miles from 
beikce^ built bimielf an obvenratory for 
his aftroaotttkal ftudies^ and remain* 
ed there till the king of Pruifia fcitcA 
on the town and farrounding territorj^ 
Unable to bear a yoke 6> galling, he 
kft DisfA^w$ and removed to this city ^ 
and he now declares, that when it is no 
longer free, he will eqibark for Englandf 
where he has already been, and where 
«rery fugitive may find an afylum. Hap« 
py* glorious country, which can dius ex«* 
tend itt parental protection to pcfrftcuted 
merit of every kind, and wliere freedom, 
aknoft unknown, from the pole to the 
equator, I^jlds her peaceful and gentla 
I'ejgn* 

« 

A a The 
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* The cytigin of Dant^ic, like that;6f at' 

moft. evetjr other kingdom or city, * ib 

wra[^d in traditiMi and fablcv ITIte 

iubnks> who fionriihed under the Teiito^ 

nic knigHt8».&re the oldcd wsiters c^mauvr 

ing^ andr curifpfity . mdA a9Meoit itft|f 

with their ac^onnts^ bowevtr .doobcfulr 

its there ^e jio.other.to.be procured^ 'A 

colony of Danes, is faid to have founded 

it about the middle of the twelfth debturfs 

and the nftmc* it now ^ears as only i cof ?- 

ruption.of thie wordDanike^ whieh(i|^toi- 

&s Dane. Prcviou^ to this sra, it is pct^ 

fended the kings of Poland h^d a for( and 

;^Qvernpr oa a liilU at.prefent part of the 

*fortificatiohs^ and called from him Hpga^ 

-bergi br.Hogars hill^ to this day; ^ The 

^Danes requefted of him as large a portion 

^of groupd for their rpfidehce aa they couU 

:circ\}inf<:ri^e: by .extending their, arms: 

•this jetlfiofed ajpin^le of near two mi(es, 
and was the firft or old city. Little is 
known of importance from this time till 


the year 1312, when a ccrtaia Pole, by 
namerPotcamtner^ being governor, plotted 
widi the Margraves of Brandenburg to de<^ 
Kver it up to them/ The deputy-gover- 
nor, aware of this treachery, informed La<* 
diflaus the Illd, king of Poland, and they 
jointly called in the Teutonic knights^ 
Mrho kept poflefiion of the place, and 
were too powerful to h6 expelled. Under 
them the new city was built, which com** 
prehended nearly the limits, of Pantzic> 
flCs it ezifts now* In J456 the Inhabitants 
threw ofF their fubjeftion to. the knights^ 
in concert with theother cities of PoIiCb 
Prufiia, and became independent under the 
prote^dbn of Poland* On the flight and 
abdication of Henry of Valois in 1574, 
that kingdom was divided, one party hav<< 
ihg ele^d Stephen Batori, duke of Tran*^ 
fylvania> the other declaring for the Em- 

* 

pcror Maximilian the lid. Dantzic ad- 
Jbdring to the latter^ was hefieged by Ste* 
phenthc Coflqu^nr for. a whole ycar^ anil 
., :>' Aa a • was 


i» 
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ma$ tfaM mluccd to pttrchaTe.ft fetcefHj 
n iurrender c^ pftry tblng, valnabte ivLnh^ 

HuAtiy havfl. Ixeo-takeni ;by: tbeiPo)i»fi|| 
t^fs eqcafioni and the ftec^^le wan» re49<;c|| 
tp tbc-cxueaqieft . indigence. iXc^; |9 
twenty ycvfs zftcr, ib^i^t were tke,.^ 
vantages of their commerce, they were bffsf 
come wealthy enough to cpu(tmSt ,vffm 
fyrt^^C9UQns in the mpdera manncrf a^hi^ 

wall: flafiked with rqnaprei tQi^ra4f?i^fil^ 
Gothic ftile having, bec^n till then th<|ir^^ 
defence. The fiege of i y^A^ hy the JKi^ 
fian$ is yet remembered by mimbers^iq^ 
wheo Stanillaus Lefzinfki madf his.efcate 
through fo many enemies ; and they iho^ 
the ^ott without one of t|ie baflionS| 
were 5000 Mufcovite^ are interred, who 
^rifhed in an attempt to ilorm ^the 
town. 

..... * 1 ^ . . • ■• • ' . V » 
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D^tzic, though nuicih fuperior dther 
; ; 5 V elegant 
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ftegtiit^ i)«Hdfom«. Tbtf lt0ufi»«tre in 
jgefisral lofty, And hi ap Xfiitlqua tutbo, Ia 
«b«A <}f the ftreeti ate trees, if^htch at thti 
fteflfti of ther 5reflr- uSerd an agreeable 
ftade ; bur in the wifttef ftuft <ti>6^ very ib- 
c6nirement, ' and <night to be remdfvedt 
"n^e fmncR'ng ufed at prefeal^ai on esf* 
cEange, merits' attention Rbtai it'a anti-^ 
^tuty: it is a fqtiare chaniber vautted : id 
i^ ihidaie is a marblcr ftatue eredied to 
Aiiguftai chellld, the late kingl of Poland; 
Ybu Unow his charader, which did not 

ratik ■ tnaay^' 'eulogiuihs $ yet gratitude 

• « 

amid not have conferred higher pahegy- 
this on a Trajan, or a Henry the IVth, 
ihan flattery has done on hini. I vifited 
the arfenal Ibme days ago, and muft own 
I was furprifed at the prodigious military 
i^ores contained in it, and the order in 
which they are kept. The man fhewed 
me a fort of mufquetoon wcfighing thirty «- 
fix pounds/ which Augudus the lid is 
faid to have 'dSfeharged with one luna. 
' > ' Aa 3 ' This 
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This T can well hclievis, asthe phwft ho 

r 

gave of uncommdil /M^eniglhare too ha^ 
merous and ivdl atteftfed; to adtoiilbf any 
queftion. In a fmdl apartment' of the 
arfenal, is ti very beautiful hofforary-toitili, 
eredted by Sigiftnimd, Kng of Sweden irtid 
Polawd, to the memory t)f bis farther }6hn 
the Illd; the fame whom you mayre* 
hiefnbe'r I mentioned in a letter froitt 

' * * 

Abo, as having 'confined his* brother Erie 
in the Ifle of Alaftd rlt is of Italian ^oik^ 
marifldip; and jfirfeiy executed. Sigifniiind 

m 

is 'faid to have fjrelentecl this piece fo'th^ 
city ofDantzIc-i-The other jpuMic hfM- 

ingfe aTfe- not verjf- rdmarkabk. fh 4:h6 

« 

•great' chixrch is la vaft pillar hoHoWed, 
Svfaich, it is pretended, was ahtiently ufcd 
to immare ecclefiaftics guilty of heinous 
'Crimes. I cannot^ indeed, riad3y «>n-» 
ceive any other tlfe tb which itcoti)4Mv© 
been put j and it i^ well knoWn thAt ^i^ 
cies of ^niihnient'was common in many 
pom of £9ix>pe« I iooked jdown into it 

: • from 
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fgcisfi^-i^yef tviro iroa bars which cso6 the 
9^(^ng fit t|ie top fia^ljr peroiittlng i.t. 

Tkfi fk^M i«» I W^g»n«» fr Wy :%t» and 
^e ^ufure.fiimcnA^inf .withii^ abouf ieyen^ 

Thttre IS Tow^qg; >)rl}ite icattert d qn tU, 
grcM^d, wbi^c^ t^ey ^y is bo^^^, but I 
hM fl^t ^^th • eDQVg)^ w <bcUey«} ij. Oi^a 
ttight eafily fjitirfy -cm«fe)f, a^ «pthH?g 
P9fil<i ^ la^ore ^^y ik^ to, let, a maa 
^o^rn by a rope^ ^fkd draw hii^^ap a^jaio^ 
It ..woftld 9Cit b^ qi44$ fo a^p^turous 9 
dcfpcnt, as that of tl^e 91911. ^ ^Ij^mou^b 
>ci Mf • JBlake'^ y^Skl $ an dj^i^r whiph ia 
iou«h t^ked of hcrQ* As liberty of re« 
ijgicyi is. publicjc^y allowed ia Dantzic^ 
jji)(Fe^]:e.churcl>^s of aU kiiids* Luthe- 
ran, Calvini^i and Catholic: there are 
.licfides ijQDVe^up for rcligiqu? of both 
jQ^e^ , It is qon^pute4 thaf the inhabi* 
,t9l^t$, including. aU vt^e A^urbs, are ngt 
.Ws $haa; 80^000.. Xljif envIroQS are ua- 


- . I 
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A & 4 ' I drove 


\ 


"7 (bore ^ iaft Sunday to /m -clMtabM 
6ey df -Ofifs, ^ celebratisd fbr the pMoct 
cdhdciclea rhi ft. The (ataiAmio« ef ; ch<j[ 
tbormtU rtry an^knt. S«iIitflMi^, « 
doke of'Pbitiimnia, who erabrftced'G9i^« 
i^lty, ereded it in 1 17^/ doiiclitbg^ll 
to^ '** tbe^holj ttnd undivided Tnni^ldiS 
ihoflr-Uefiea- Virgih, iuid^^.''Bienk«d/t 

YKi^'incluforjr dedicationK^wirelcbmQioA 

^ mtift countries, and wo-Hfiiaity find 

cha^ches Avid«i ]»etweeii the Deitjiaiid 

Ibme favbrite-Tfiinty male ^dc fcaMde.iiit 

l)elonge(i to the Ciftertian ofdcr of monks* 

^fhe convent and church tviere dcftrc^iH 

^hd rebttilt no lefs than eight timers the 

'^l^eotonic kn^hts, the Poles, and thoitt* 

'ifetic Hctflifes, dl ravaged it; the DantsEic 

'^olAlcry, laftly, ^asedltto the ground itn 

''j$77, aiid-Were obKged by Stephenr 'Ba- 

^^ri to «reA it «tiew as iCnowi' (fends* <^n. 

^ i -fo&ck 'mai%le^meninnent in the ■ cStii^ 

•'xexit is eeihAKMloAMd 4Jb0'paciSfio^(io»i^ 

'^^i^; ItHtiAstUMdtbe^wlnik, hstihiH 
»i- ' not 


tfoobk you mth it. I oeed.(mljr,fe« 
isdmI you UAt it wu made ))etw€ea tfaa 
Eibperor-Leopold and Johi| Cafimir king 
of Pi^ahd Ob one fide, and Cbafles^Guftft^ 
vna king of Sfwqd^n on tfac q^I^^ wh« 
^ed duriog 'the nudfication of it^. All th^ 
gMat conq^ells nunie by the l^tcr wecc rqr 
tibmihy tbe^trticles to the crown orPor 
land. The Monk who attended us, fliew^ 
fane the facead . which wa^ converted intp 
Jftoner^eMftory is written in Latio, Gf»^* 
^tnaisy vidPohihi^' the church ; it happ^ 

edinidi^r. Sonoie.ofGnftavus Adolphu$'«6 
hLutberan-^diery facrilegioufly prefumia^ 
' to layfaands on this confecrated loaf« with 
intention^ to devour it, found it converted 
into fibse: before their ^es— no doubt to 
their great aAeni^hment. I exacoined it 
very minuleiyi and muft allow there . is 
gteat iBcrit in the choice of th& fubjefi iot 
this do^ption. 4t it about the £^ pC « 

'vtwoMpedny .raii^ aad' <f< w j »M ta one ,ia 
'iHkpe»7 ,0nijfid(i ii iQ^Qt<«|*vfith > daep 

hold 


bole apparenlljr natoraly but^iviiich was. 
aatde b^ the thun^b of thi9-Sw«di& fol.- 
4icr, iff (^ ai6^ <]f }aj«flg hold 9^ i^, They 
pfcferye it with ^reat o^ne io g.^^ver^afe ^ 
iw»if if^ca, I: t^jp^ it i8 on^ pf tj^ l?cft 
9^¥)f6 I^ver im.i Wd js^soiug^ tp pre-r 
y^. I^ce^.; ju fu.tv« freca dafing to 


i 


X Tb« aUbot'^ fHkkc^,. Aod gardieiDs . adjoin* 

« 
^ ■ * 

4Wf^ t^p l^^j^ th¥:9^veiitj wfijch he en- 
ij$:gf^di|ixiidl fov«reigQty, are np)fr all fcized 

l^y^^fto^^rfflpia, who aUQiF^«i4»ty 
oi^l^ .ducals. (aJjpHf 559 1.) fs a |»enfiop 
3^«»»eJ*<e, find. ^Ht flpc ft)i«!^.pf tb?t 
ifiW.liV fcecp :tli9 ggrdfiJJiS ^ qr/J<;r.J .He is 

' n»go.:^f .lift, and uoiv^eri^Uy .re^o^^, 

f^iiiaaaQity'ffiolt for fuch a.x«Mu ai)d^xf* 

f . ; <:ratcs 




crates Uie.fapacity which \fM tfaua reduced 
^im !~*BuC this is aodiing— ^this is eveai 
gencroftty and mercy, compared 'witli 
other fU>rie9 inconteftably authentic, V^hklt 
T have heard here,- re(Jie^ing the Polidi 
nobles, whofc ^ates- have heen confifca^ . 
led, and their famfiies r6docfed fr6m kL f^ 
venue of ioo,aoo <ikicat8* <6 a^folute'ltf^ 
digence, by that tnonarch. One of thefo^ 
'whioh refpedts a JMbleman <jf the higheft 
rank, is' fo truly melanehbly> and ^p]^s 

'fuch iriramaxitty on one ifide, and iuch 

♦ * 

•virtue and mragnanirtiky onthe'Othcri Aat 

it cantidt he heard wrtlitMit tears of fify 

and indignation. I eotdd recouM it to 

yon, as evtfry perfbn here i^ acqusiiMtd 

with the exahed fufferor ; but as the parttr 

' cuUrs are already fent tolSngbinl for pifb- 

• . 

licationt it'woi^ld only oaticipafe-die ffloic 

minute an.d accurate relation, which a 
few ^months will proba^^ly^preftM: t6 the 
whole worlds • i 

» A Pw€ *klue ibdttt gs. 3<!. o* more 'Engl'ifli. * 

This 
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i This ckf hisrheta crowdtd ^Itib Pidltffir 
j^oblUty; who abandon^ dieiir torn^ahlf 
ttl^edidg country, to take fefiige in 'Vi't 
hat the fctrig of Pruffia having latclf^ 
threatened 'to ieize into his' own 'hantfj 
aB iheif tftates^ if they do not retoxia tS 
tfaeiD, Ac ff^t •>.mb« havr. fcom^lit<J 
iks&tfi conoptied with his 'orders. Th^ 
primate of the kiffgdoiib, CoaM'iPodotfltfi 
acdbbiQicfp of'Onefna, is ftill%tii«i iikd 
w«B probjii;^|y<f^inain, as his tends Ii6r^ 
log fecu]ar,c»qinot be ieipieftered (ortzSi^ 
All the accumulated evils which have lil^ 
wafte this miferable country, are only 
natural confeqoences of it's conftitution 
and government^ in which almoft every 
political fault and error is mingled ; and 
one is only (urprifed how fuch a barba* 
jrous anarchy has fubiifted fo long. 

I purpofe to remain only a day or two 
longer here, and ihall then continue my 
rout J but as there is not any thing worthy 

i - curiofity 


r j6s I 

^tipfitj by Uie coo^mon ro«d ,thro«gh 
ihe ju'ovince of Pom«raiua ^(p StotliHi | 
baye 4etei:nuie4 to Ukc; ai^l^O^, though 

t.9 yiiSt Culm and Thoi:^ oii,=thc..ViftuJgi 
fi^d,pai$ through Poihtaiia Jo -Grptj^.Pfl. 
land to Poiha^ where I xx^.^tbap^,^^ 
a^fqwdays. Frqm tbcn©e I ffitnft cqi^I 
hfm to-prqceed> as thcp>^^aKtHf)i9-t 
ka^ ia.iUch confuiion, it is not pofilbk 
b^flB; to i4t^ my £inhcr pr9gre6. . BiE<* 
pf(!^ toihws'ffom me f^gain ia.t iji^vii 

4^Jlt' • r. i- :;':.A 
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LETTER XVIL 


Stargard in Pomeraniay TuefHay, 6th Sept. 1774. 

np HOUGH not a li«le fatigued with 
four days and nights continual tra- 
velling, during which I have had no ileep 
except ifl the carriage, I (it down to give 
you the particulars of my journey, and to 
inform you how it comes to pafs that I 
writefrom h«cc, inftead of Thorn, as 
my laft gave you reafon to apprehend.-*-* 
I quitted Dantzic Friday morning, taking 
the road to Culm through Dirfchaw, 
where I only flaid to change horfes. A« 
bout ten miles to the fouthward of this 
town^ I pafTed clofe to a prodigious en<« 

campment, and alighted from my chaife 
to examine it. The poftilion told me, it 
was one of Charles the Xllth's. a name 

mil 
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fiill redovtabte through all this jMurt of 
Europe,: as mach a£ that of Marlborpugk 

» 

is in Flanders. Probably it was ifiade ia 
-1 703* when, he oterrah and conquered aH 
Poli(k Pruifia with aftpniihing rapidttyi 
The trcaches are of enprmous depths and 
it's fituati(Ai is Equally advantageous and 
delightfdlt con^cnanfiing a view of all the 
plains Watered by the ViAula, and the river 
itiielf. . The fun- fet as I entered the little, 
iowh of Mewa^ where! crolIM the rivd: 
in. a ferry,* and aitived at Marie&werdfiv 
chtiottgh the worft robds I tver reinembftl^ 
about snsdnight. The centineW at tl)c 
gates* pliirtttiitted tne co p^iS^ after having 
den^nded my MJtiifi, ahd I drove to -an 
inn, the otily om in the. city, at which^^i 
putpofed to remain till hext morning*. v$c 
was aton'ftclerablti Httie \f^n my ftrviitft, 
•coctkifatft: any otie-Hthis Ist6 hodr f and 
^htti' 4ie l«fidl<>rcl tailMi^ ^t^ld tuft 4^ 
was Ib^^lbr itr ^^u|i«^dry> bc4 .k^Hia 

• • 5 brought 


bioi^t my o^ ho cwrid giveoie cidmi 
•9 pUoe it in} but if not, be fatd tMiUft 
Aing better than deao flnra^. to offiM^VM^ 
«* I rnuft tlMO, Aid I, 4m OMMnt to jmom 
seed iimneditialjr» aaduwH beglad tolmnB 
korjCps ti iaoa » poffifaie to~tfae nest pb^ 

ip my way to Thorn," "Maj I tako 
the liberty/' teplied he, <• to aik if Mon*^ 
fieur intends to return again, or if hegoei 
lirther into PoUnd i" ** I jmipofe,'-' «•• 
fwcred I, ^^ to con^oe my rout to GmI^ 
M and Pofiia ; bat as to my farther pro- 
grcfe^ it is not yet fixed, as I am uttaa-f 
qbainted whh the roads and accommodaiS*^ 
ons : perhaps yott can inftrod me/' ^ V,^ 
fuA he, <' yon are only indticed from plea-^ 
gftt jEtnd curiofity to vifit dieie cities, I 
would advife you to defer your intention 
till another opportanity. To Onefii* 
there is at this time no poft t and dien^ 
you may, as I believe^ procure hocfta $» 
Pofoa, yet n6t only the roads and aceom^ 
modatioas ace of the moll niftrahle iaadi 

but 
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Wit -tt tlni 'traiitppf jmiftiire, whett the 

provinoB bdionga vaetdier to Poland ot 
Fniffifl* wben the P^uxbonrgs of Po&m 
ktaf tt'c fiased fay his Pruffitn fnaje%*9 
fel£by* and Auftrkss, Rnffians, or asu» 
federates, ravage the coantrjr in tum» it it 
aot, perhaps, in point of ^e(y, by any. 
meabs advifeable." " Bat how iSti'* 

I 

«' £ttdd : there is not any great road ta 
Stettin^ uiilef« I rettira to Dantsic^ an(| 
^at I . dm determined ^ ne^er to di>i^ 
^^ Yoa have <Mily/' replied he, '^ logA 
hick ten miles, and repafling the Viftubi a| 
Mewa^ tiua off immediately for KooitSEi^ 
a town in the province of PomerelU;^^ 
from whence you will procure poft-hof&t 
to Stargard irery eafily^ the PriXfiiao^ beii^ 
oompieatly poiiejOfed of the whole int^rme-r 
diatc tfad of country, and regular reh^a 
Iwiag prpiided by the crown. Whatevec 
lAconvemencies jrou may find, they ate 
not to coo^pare with thofe you muft ip^ 
evitablj onilergo on the way ibrough ?y(r 

$i b napiau'* 


t» cmhtdfif : I weU knew tJ^t diffiotfltiQar 
are almost dver e^E^feratid».aQd can. Kith 
jiiftkc Ayi thatpugUaoimity DtfMf ^#ni 
l^at ao^ong thf} moiiyes which influ^n^Ml 
p)y di)|fr<q»|^atk>nsi The iiKk£;)a of liift 
3fiear> whkh ^wt^.adrandng faih anckivlMta 
the autumoai rains might be expeAtd^ 
^pcraddfed to the liDcertalfity of pj^OGiii*:^ 
Ing even borfes for Goefnai Made nM 
comply wMi the landlord's advlee* I loft 
not a hioment thertforc in the dx«ch(k& 
of it| bat turning about^ ithd tertdering fanA 
ihy acknowledgments for his tnfortAlF* 
tiod^ I made the heft of my Way Back tb 
the town of Mew^> which I Tdachdft by 
break of day. It is fituate bh the teulk 
tf* the Viftttla, which at 'tfah part h high 
and rocky » and appeil!td to it» on the bc^ 
tern fide, are the &tUi, where Chavk^ di6 
Xf Idi routed and cut to pieces abbttitr^Od 
Poles, who ^nly oppo&d his-paflkge.-uclt 
U twdVe tniies from hence to iht tltXicy 

.'•♦•■ . ' ■ , 

of 


s 

QJT f^lpicm, ' which is accounted <Mie of . 

thefioeft Gotbic religious cdifloer in thefit 
parts* It was founded by a duke of Po<» 
tnerama> whole nam^ I have forgotten^ m 
the year 1250^ and aa it has nerer beett 
demoUfhed and rehuilt> like that of OUvai 
the acefaitei^ure itfelf merits attetitioo^ 
Tius pious duke endowed it very richly 9 
but his pre&Qt tna^y of Pruffit, who 
ites no fach paifionate atttehmeot as his. 
ti&c<^ors had £br ntonks and monafterie^ 
Jms lalidly ftqveilercd fbur-fi£dis of their 
tevenu^t and katet them, to fing ditfgea 

and chant requiems upon the remainder^ 

» 

One ef the brodmrs, a Pole by birth, wlw 
^dce tokrabie French, attended me ovee 
jthe b«ilding« The altars are decorated 
i/vith a barbarous (^lendor, and glitter with 
gdd and filver^ the king not having as yet 
laidhss hands on tbefe iacred utenlils.-^ 
I^took the liberty of ^ing my condudor^ 
ta whombdbfigeda vaft numbenof bonee 
(arins^ legs» and thighs) whuh were pre-^ 
. B b a . jfcrved 
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ferved within cafes of glafs on e{thpr ,fide 
|hc highdtar. "They. are," anTw^r^d 
hct '^ pi^cious remains of the i i^oqo^^ 
^inS| who perifhed for their adberencq V> 
cur holy rdigioo i we bad map y more pnc^ 
and among them two complete iknJls^ 

M ' • ' O « ^ 4ft '.sir 

j^t th^ facril^ious 8wedi(b foldicrjft.M 
^ beginning of this century) carriefi 
' them awaj^" Pray do you recq}led» for 
l;mu{l own I do not^ where this mantelr 
lous ftory of the virgins is to be fbuQ^f 
^Twaf certainly the mod terrih]|e de/bifc;^ 
tion ^if/ puce/ages, which is tp be found i9 
•'ail the hoary regiflers of time/'^aqjl 
inuil have dpne more mifchief in a .df^^ 
than our modem debauchees can do, with 
all the pains they take^ in half a century. 
Nature too, it feems to me, muft have 
been uncommonly exuberant of this deli- 
cate plant, in the century and country 
where this^ inhuman maflacfe was per* 
forqied ^ i^nce at prefent, though ihe giv^ 
it liberally |o ^e whole f^ jet fp i^^ 
c cult 
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Cult and tender U it to rear to maturity^ 
&nd fo many blighting, winds Btt there 
wfiich may blow on it from the four cor-^ 
tiers of heaven; ' thsrt it is great *odds if 
ibnie one of thein does not nip itV honors. 
I am alniod ihdinedy for my oiVn part> tb 
^ucftion, if my unbounded vmer^tfon for 
ihe ladici did not prevent 'me; whethet 
under the prefent reign» fo largt a mimbet 
edttld 'be found within At liberties of 
LrOiMofn and' Weftminfter.—But to rettim i 
The monk very pditely apologized to tm, 

I 

in the abbot's iiame, for not inviting m6 
to dine in the refedoire, adcbrding to 

their ufual cuilom with* Grangers of every 

... » 

rank^ on account of it's being a moft ri<* 
gorous faft^ which permitted them not to 
touch any thing before fun-fet/ and then 
only bread , arid eggs : {o I tendered him 
my humbleft thanks; for as to any pecu- 
hlafy ones, he was above thofe j aod bid" 
d^tig him adieu, continued my journey'. 
i cat my cold chicken undef the (hade cf 

B b 3 'an 
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9» <^ki QodM I pic]ce4 itoboiiM^ipsrlitfuiN 
l^lf thpfe of: th^^ k^ iaod tliigh^^ I ;cQoUi 
not h^p tUaktng of Ac niginst :aad do* 
jdodng' the unisatnrM btftxaiity whiohido# 
ilrofcd elevta ithonraod at oace ia fqofa « 
maiifittr* ... 


f • 
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' It was ^Bn o'ciMkiat night ^rima I «f« 
f ivM lat a iictlc village, aixmt vfaiMy wttte 
ffiDm 4l»i abb^, Auate dofe to s Vnfblit 
of water ia:a valley* iuidtibtniucb nftmii» 
bling Bifottiy in Ojnftsofllnrr, :as siiipfKacQi 
toine.by.ftaMighl:, tjiat Isvas dhoAvOLm 
6y to oisdor Tofue edt for fttppcr*- *Tkio 
l^ndbtd cndfcavomd «tor .perfuatk fti& to 
ftay £U(1 sncming^ as I liad'five<^and^t wda ty 
miks tiBt-JCDliitsSy .through eootkiued^ 
tefls 6£ir,. and deep iands, I w'oidd Siavo 
atxepted his .^advice; as^ t^ {ky^^Ae'trnd^ 
L<va9 tiot totally vrithout apprdh^fioffa 
ia thefii vroodG^ by Mighty ih -Wi u^M^ 
quemedpatt of Fbli(h IVuffia j'^but di^ 

fulling 


f 37"! 1 

'ibtfiifg- fiMiff iit»iift Jthe cabins, for ihtf 
Mlinbl betc^kdb^ooftsj at everjir vrHag^ 
Mrhere I ftoppad» 'made it impoiS^ctt^ 
lut-dpnrh or fanjtcbe ia tfUBxati tthonSox^ 
proceeded^ as iboa as hor&s cotild be 
{Mocmnd^ and about niiiie Sunday mfiriuog 
i got to Kottltz. Afi I eatsred the. gatie, 
«q^.canMge W9S ^^tcid bf no lQ<9;»:p^t 
^sDMge tj^ 1^0 h$iA, wbich lyM piir«4i9g 
^f(>ugb.4^i^eef«,:l)e}d up by 4i» AtigMlr 
lioft iSrt«r»- md fo^lo^wod ji^y a nuiltilwip lof 
ibailQliiMtd P«le%; fmnt vfrnom* «^ dUlr 
idraoiua^ «b^lui9 tbe inafs. I^MvoKif 
^ 4iai^> )»i4f^t«jwg !9^ my })ftt« order^cl 

< 4th.^ kt\f afd.to. ffftt ^y beesil^&ft 'f#ady ^ 
•thecion, whtki jnudeii anoot^ the qfow4 
4iul' ftcicoiBpaflMd thpoi .to . tibte gcf^ 
^iirch» vibpre til;)eti]p«A<>cl« ^ded-rrTbis 
U a ^ttpr €Ou«try •%ow9, iuid Jus becf^ i<W^ 
iioeriy fortified vi(itib (ariet^ batdemnnis 
•and (teacbfts, al) whicb^areia rai^. It is 
^ preient httmr gn^od by a £oa\pl«lie 
^^immf ojf^iilifita ^giQoqr^ wboiwtfie 

6 b 4 been 
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tneo flSitkaeti liae fiooew^ Saamrii t«rt» 

fom Mfga, 4nd YP^o «r«ttld pti^fldbcdii 
krhcAe «tid«r of .Teutonic- knigikitr; i^tbt^ 

fmt alht,<^^«o:di^oAifi(t)iaai of ir«gdiftvi 

'..."" • . ' • ^ ■■'•♦ ■.-•■!! 

^'I -kfr Konita; before noon/ «nd-d|«wi 
ibctot tbree miles out of the road, Wt€t 
die rain^ef-the caMe of 8c1ii6kAw. TKIft 
likonlf iftftrior to that of 'Miiieobbi^gi 
and' was built by the fame pcr^ns. II Id 
fiir^anded oh tibree fides by lAte watenf ^ 
ji fifne lake, acrofs a finaU part of wfcicbfi 
a wooden bridge, of near 300 yard^tii 

kngth, entering tbe grand conrt* It im 
been ' of great extent, but time has laid 
much of it low. The chapel, the fubtei^ 
ratiean apartments, and one very lofty dc«^ 
tagon tower, are yet in great prefervtttianv 
aMd may remain entire 19^^ centurkis.^ I 
%re!it Into the cellars,* -which are all 
«aul«ed, ftf>dol!«3ondf!dus magnitttde* rtiiit> 
mng beacatk- -idw- wbde 4&ftle. - -Oiife 

ipteoiid.rtagtD^gpaitmetas; ffquutd^i^ 

8-.'jI tho 
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ibev Bftooes Radsitn], to ^vfaemdusfir^ 
Ircft JKttlji^.bdoagedk Ibrva to (hvw what 
tbcL magmiccmce of foiimer -^m couU 
^ndw», tfaottgh th^ arc now.i^iiUairisg 
the other parts of the edifice^ and are no 
iM^r . h#bifftbfc|,— Afier having : tfiiSled 
^raryr aoc^blfi corner in ]^ l>iWiUiflig^ | 
fVMited oo. the catholic prkft of tbe^ ^ 
joinmg vi)1^9 to procure ibqie aoow«( 
9f it's origm mi hiftory. Ht w^ a v^^ 

«gc«e»b]f io^cqto}i3 maoj, 9n4.r^a^.g%Yft 
ipei aU the ipfbrmati^^ Wf 

CpQverfed in. Latin, a language o£ whic^ 
|he Poles jnake.more uijb in converiatioqi 
^lan all the other nations of Europe. , J^i 
puier9)>le f ripple in the ftreet$ at Konit;; 
requested charity of nie in very p^re Latin, 
tfi o^y no fgiajl furprizc ; s^nd I found tl^ 
Inn-kefp^ra frequeotly pofieiTed of i^ 
^rook this prifift I .drew federal particailan 
AQt iocurio^a# The Teufeonic knights 
Intiit the. caftle of Schl^ai» in the year 
^iik and fuficcfiiM grbui^fii«fttffi vmrt 
V* lords 
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ienfmry, when the kings of Polsi^jd^AtiMli 
<^4r/ the erd^^^ beginning dxNtt (^.sMifl, 

• < 

conferred foy^them on noble £n]jifi»j ^afldl 
f ifiiwaft ^riginill eirartCT of Sigiikiuiildf 

#fiiA'e<(fiditionof:<»HniDg'afffl«d, wicb m 

ftoto the crown. - fliis, you knoi^, wm 
Ihtr antient feuda! tenure over^aSU- Europe; 
It pafled after^rds into other great famt^ 
Itesy ahd laftly in t66it to the Radziviki 
whofe defcendants pbneiied it tin within 
iheft two laft years, when- only twdvd 

• • • 

Proffian Hu^rs drove out ^fifty of th« 
piince^s Polish Ibldi^y, and ere^ad th^ 
black eagl^ over fhe gat08.^i^l4:amioc ipiit 
Ahs caftle without ode remark oa th9 
jprodigious conqueft^^ and c«teiifi?e*4o«» 

mioioA.oC the T^toiiic kiagliCfi^ vA^ 
V . ... coni* 


u 


t 

tromprebcvided die* whole afuntry'ftam 
the frcQEitier of Ingria to the boniof s «f 
ft^andenlnrgh. When we^riefledt'On tlw 
extraordinaiy a&>dadDa . of a namlieri of 

wandoring chieftains expelled fVom Syria^^ 
coming to found a new empire on. th< 
banks of the YiftuU^ retaining it fdr.agM 
vodiminiibeclp and. equalling: fbvereigaii 
im Itfftre, it fifibrds ample fuh^eft o£ aifan 
biihmtiit and jrefle<^B to a thoughtful 
rnind^ 


» 


I (lopped to dine at Fredlant, a ihikll 
town abont ten miles from Schlokaw, and 

w 

then proceeded. If youconfalt the maps 
of rfiis part of Europe, yon will find a 

■ 

Iwge tradt of country "between Fredlant 
atid Tempelbourg in Pomei-ania, whicfi 
is thiis marked, *' Waldo w 'defertum."* 
My road hy^recifely acrofs this deftrtj 
which^ is sit leaft forty En^llh' t^iles ill 
Jcngth; and is in general barren and hidc-J 
♦ITS eriongh.* About onefo'dock^Mofftday 

5 morning 


morning r reached CaArovl^ a. little toWii' 
inr threat Poland, where I was forcunate 
enough tor procure horfes immediately, 
ind got at Ccvch to a village called Ttcid^[ 

nltz, where I would mofl wUliDgly have 

... > • .» 

breakfafted : there was hot any thing to 

» * » 

be had : the poor man, at whofe hut t 
flopped to refrefli the horfes, ^aid, he had 
ieen no cofiee for fifteen years pad, nor was 
any fuch thing to be had in the village ;^ 

but at Tempelbourg, to which I had only 

■ » ' 'j 

twelve mrles, I might find if. There was 

• . ^ . , .«k 

lio alternative j I therefore proceeded 16^ 
the town he mentioned, and arrived there 
about ten, not a little tired. Here begin 
his Prufiian majedy's rightful and heredi^ 
tary dominions : — but what an immenje 

• ■ •' 

addition has he made to thefe^ by the fei-- 
sure of all Polifh Pruffia, the bifliopric of 
Ermeland, the free cities of Culm> £1« 
bing> and Marienbourg, the province of 
Cujavia in Poland, and other inferior ac- 
ouintions t Thorn« Dantzic, and FoCni',' 

inuft 


muft Inevitably fall into his hands* unleA 

fpme power intcrpofes ; and what limit £q 

able and ambitious a monarch may affij^ 

to hi&. pretenfions^ is very uncertain, t \ 

leave it tofuperior heads to determi^ 

how far the general fyftem of power is^ 

afFe^d by thefe alterations, of whicb» 

/ • ' . -' 

and the importance of them^ you have 

very imperfect and erroneous ideas in £n- 

gland. The dividon of Poland, a king<*. ^ 

dpni little, known, though larger than thetf 

nine circles of the German empire, will 

coyer pdlerity with aftouiflinient^ though 

the prefent age regards it with indiffe^^ 

rence and tranquillity. This juftifies Carr 

dinal de Retz's remark, that the events of 

our own times, however extraordinary^^ 

afFe^ us faintly, and require time to give 

^em their juft weight and magnitude^ 

which are lofl by too near a view. 

i 

I paffed : through thtee oir^four little 
towns yefterday between .l^emplbourff 

and 


* ■ I 


■ 


JiMt tki&j^acfe, vtbkh isA diftanoe of ^ift)i 
mike. Famine, and mifcrjr ^as in tvnf 
one : it waa with entreaty and difficulty ^I: 
could procure a bit of fiogoaked goofii wA 

. fome potatoes in one of tfaem^ and 1; ^at 
almoft afraid of being ftarved in this 
wretched country* I travelled all lafl 

. ' nighty and to my no fmailcomfort entered 
Stargard this .morning. I have been more 
minute in the detail of my journeys 4)^ 
caufe itllay^^dirough apart^of the PtiiffiSti 
domioionB Tecy little known or feen* i 
purpofe to leave this place.. to«morroMt 
tarly^ my. inducement to remain in it to-t 
day being more for refre£bmtott than 
iicom curiofity»<*«*The town is pretty largei 
l)ut the beft thing I have feen is a gppd 
dinner and a clean apartment^ which, af?* 
ter my late adventures: in Polifh hovelsi 
have a thmifiiad charms. The ftrectsart 
crowded with ibldiery, and nothing is feea 
but regimentals. ; The pdftflioiu: -who 

^roroQw^ the fn&ttrs» the .wei|r, peaiimtfr 

; are 


a#e all miiiwy under d»is gov«rfitnecit4 A# 
I hnye only iivc^aiid^tweDfy oules tb Sttu 
ttrr/ yoii may .cxpeft from thence the 
doDclufion t{ fehis letter. I (fadl^perfaaps 
Abj diere two or three ^ays. 


Stetdn, Saturday, loth September, 1774, 


^T^HB Tbad from Stargard to this cityi 
iWs through the taoft hidcoos WiK 
dcrnfefs of firi I ever' ttavfcrfcd. • Sweden 
tan Jjrodtlce nothing tnore dcfblate, mdrt 
unpeopled^ of unfertfle. Tht deep &nd9 
fender trafelKng very tedious, and, though 
i ibt out at four in the morning, I dM 
not gtt here tiH one in the afternoon. I 
paid rtiy compliments next day to hii 
liighnefs the duke of Bfevern'r he i$ hi 
tomfaand of the troops^ iand" is already pail 
\ht aaturtn of life*] but n Tigorous con^^ 
^{tution, and i rthtfk frame of hody, al-^ 
moft Hereblbati, would decdvc'atid cott^i 
' ceal 
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ceal his year«> if his hair, grey i^ith age^ 
did not betray the Tecret. He has worn 
an uniform and boots fp conf^ntly from 
Ms early, youth, .that they conftitute at 
prefent almoft a part of his eflence. I had 
the honor to dine with him yeftefday : 
there was a large company, all men, and 
all military. Every, thiog aroond him is 
in a martial ilile^ and his very doors are 
painted with helmets^ batons, and fwords« 
The apartmient where we dined was co- 
vered with portrait^ of the officers of his 
own regiment ; but war had lopped off 
moft of them : one fell at Cunerfdorf, 
another in Silefia, a third before Bragjoe* 
Of at lea]ft fixty,^ icarce ten are ftiU 
alive. He ihewed- me what he called 
his arienal i a chaqiber ^Ued with models 
of petards^ mo;rtars, pontoons, and other 
apparatus of war : I ahnoft expeSed to fco 
the foup ferved up in a £hield : but our 
repaft was not a Spartan one, and ihewed 
that his higfanefs did not think the plea* 

fures 
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fures of the table inconopatible with tjc- 
tics and encampmenta* ' 

* 

■ * 

If I have profited during my ihort ftay 

* 

by the honor of this uoblcnKio's ^c^ 
quaintancet. I have xmich niore fo of the 
young prince of ^Anhalt DefTau's. Hi« 
generous and^unbounded politen^fs to ine;^ 
has deeply afiedted my heart : I mail give 
you a little outline of Jiimj it (nay poffi*^ 
bly ftrike the more from oppoiition to the 
laft I have defcribed. His habit is military, 
for he is likewiie in the PruiUfm fervice \ 
but nature formed him equally for the 
foft arts of peace# and g^ve him a refined 
tafte in fculpture, in paintings and iniuu^ 
fie. The furniture and decorations of hi# 
houfe forcibly mark this turn of mind. 
His rooms are oraameated with antique 
bufts^ and the. Venus Celei(li^ froAls «h9 
Egyptian Venu9» Ckopatr^« He has tra^ 
veiled in England, in France, ' ih Italy, 

C c and 
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_ and made a 'campaigii* fome years ago 

ilagatiift^ fie Tufks on the T)abks i)?- thp 

jDmv\»4^'^'U to thefe accompUflit&Ats, 

^o ate. addcdoiMtihers -the tito'f^ genil^'ynd 

; ^l^gapt*' K«e- «ia7 realily cdnctiti^''fi^in 

.. .im'be. a veiyi amiable prince. «Wfc 'iiijpcd 

.. laft. night ^/^ i^ ///«., Ijefng Mtfi6af'sfhy 

^. attendant : he gate me a partridge^tfrfi a 

.bottle of -Hungary wine • it was'o'n^of 

: iiorace's No^es, canaque Deum', Wimdut 

cftremony, without that oftentation^d 

; pacade, which, commonly rergtis inHiJ^r 

;Jife, add is fo deftrudive to geniiiiic fep- 

;.{>inr6. I ibould have continued ^%y 

i^rney this morntng, had ntit his prtffiiig 

iblid^tiops .detained me the day, "an'd I 

conie-thi$ moment from bidding htlok^a* 

^ieu with equal gratitude afid reghrt. •:• 


. ^ I bq:e 10 ihU another pkafitit] 
:3,^«^«»Hed fo, fot which 1 am hiidbtid^ 
: tj^is . cjty I I mean, Ae. %ht qf thdvftir 


- — . ..'? nX 
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iriptivcj the fjnnccfs royjii of iV«]^ .Irl 
, tbcf^e only qta ht gn.tiM, it le-* 
; ring moA dri^y for bid4ftt). to ji]){itoach ot 
^ ;^ak tahei*. I ti^i not- trdat6» qr re- 
V mind ypa of hdr hUloiry i- it ia fufficiently 

kooWil over aU, Europe. Sho is at this 

t^ipe eigh^-&nd-twen^y years of a^, and 
^ has tiov^ been a prifoner th^fe five y^rs4 
. Hac perfoi^ is agreeable, not beiatl&K 
I $he iis of a middle heighth>. finely pfo-^ 
...^orticvied in- her limhs, and very adiive in 

all the exerckes of the body i her Com-^ 

j^lexion is fair, and her features all hand^^ 
, itnne, with the etoeption of her nofe^ 
I jwhich is too ltrge> and pointed like &d 

family of Briiafwic, from which die is 
' tpmng^ There is» hoWever^ fothewhat 

iri/le in her countenance, when atten** 

.Jivcly rcgardddt tiot difficult to be ac-« 

. cpvotedior. The manner iii which (he 

; Mves is motlrnfud*enough; and may well 

-tftipc out the errofs fhe has committed^ 

I A the blooih of her agtf, (he is tnunure4 

C€ a la 


[ 3M ] 

ill a frightfaloldcaftici buHjt in fome bar- 
barous century by abjarbaroud^dufce of 
Pomerapia^ where fl>e ha& th^eeor four 
apartments, which, if f^^aie faya true^ (il 
befit her rank and dignity. H^ tppoioN 
itienC amounts only to 7^00 dollars tf 
PrufHa, which does not make i2oal» a 
year, with which fhe is obliged (o provide 
herfblf every thing. Two valets, an^ 
two fiUes de chambre, canftitate hec 
boolhold. She has never been permitt^ 
to go without the gates of Stettin till 
within a month paft^ when this liberi^ 
waa accorded. One or two ladies always 
accompany her, and every female ia al«« 
lowed free accefs j but there axe only two 
men in the place who. dare ipeak to oc 
accoft her. Thefe are the duke of Be*- 
yern, ^nd the governor, an officer ytt 
more advanced in years. The prince of 

Deflau, though well acquainted with her 

• • • 

previous to this dii^race^ and though h4 

fees her every day* afliires.ffie» hehas.ncf 

5 , vcr 


ver h^H theflightcftdifcoasfc with htn 
ttmA own ihh is a trial to which mjr 
fortitude and virtoe would be quite un^ 
iqual» 9nd if phced fo near fuch a dange- 
rous predpeice^ I fhould inevitably falL 
The .ftory of Araxes has. ever appear9d to 
me isr mare tOQching and natural one, than 
Sciptb and his Celtiberian virgirl, whicb^ 
if true^ vt9S probably more the cold'nefsof 
te mp e r ament^ than any godlike eilbrt of 
magnanimtty and felf-rfcftraint. I had 
yefterday the pleafure to fee her highneis 
(Ni/hbi'febaek ; (he was habited enjima^ 
M^, and fiiewed the gteateft addrefs ior 
managing the horfe /he rode. She fat 
aftride according to the cuftom in Ger- 
many, and mader a very gaUatot figure. 
iThis whole afternoon I ha^ been looking 
at her from the windows of the room 
where we dined at the prince of Deflau's, 
ifppdfite; to which (he walked for feveral 
h6\xts. Her drefs was by no means 
pincely. A jonquil filk night-gown, and 

C c 3 her 
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her Jiair veryjimply adorne^j gaye; lyi 
ropm to^ucfs her (^uajity ; t)ujt hej^fpoj- 
was remarkably fm^ll, even tq^zttrzCt,»^?^^ 
miratjlpn, Vou will laugh at ,njc ibr, t^iit^ 
miijptp dcfcriptiop, and . thcfc, f ?Vftrnjo^«;^ 
the ...princeis every momeo^j b|ijt.;,f^j,aii3^ , 
tovj^cdwithiierJ^tuation,, J4id.#c|,%^ , 
yP^ng. wpflftan, .\»^ofc futufc 4^p. ipffj^j 
probably hcjlpeot in feclufioo a|>d, p^^f qqj;^. , 
for a crime, which* fro|n circumftai^i^^s^p 
hardly merited fq fev(re a pupifh^ent. 

I have been ib engaged In (pczking an4 
tjiinking qf this unfortunate pdnc^f^^ tba^ 
I have not yet pientionecl a WQr4 of Stet- 
tin. Iqdee(l, to f^y thp trpth, I know very 
little about it, Therp are a gres^t many 
houfes, an(i a gre^t n^aqy llreets^ two very 
Jgrge churches^ si river, * quay, and, as 
they tell me, a very extenfivp comn^erce, 
'X^he inhabitants are about i6j|00p. Thia 
is the fuiii total of ipy (cnowledge re(pec-! 
ting the plape. 

7 I Wa« 
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I was on the parade this morning when 
the duke^ oi fecvern reviewed the iecond 
batValion of the garrifon. They are, in- ' 
dcritf; miatditeidf fbldiei's^, aiid perform their 
v^trious manoeuvres with furpridng ccle^t^' 
atiS zddt6f^ : and it is with reafoh ive 

« * 

fpeak of the Pniflian exex6ii^ ie(s fuperior " 

ft 

to anjr in Europe. I fhall fet ottt to-nibr-^ ^ 

• 

row for Strelif^^ In the iaican ' tide, *' 

, * 


I. 


Tour's, &c. &c. 
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1 E T T E R XVIIT. 

Ii^tted PofiMrania about fifu^n imkd 
from Stettin, and entering Brandci^ 
bttrgb^ arrived before nigbt at Preitflowi 
'Ffaia isa kfge town, fitisttdma lakei 
atid, like abnoft every odier in Praffi% 
foU of foldiery. I had only fix miles (0#t^ 
man ones I mean), from thence to« StuM 
litz ; btit (q bad were the roads, that i 
did not get there till almoft noon nekl 
day, though I travelled the whole nights 
The inaccuracy of their meafurement is 
indeed fuch every where in thefe coui^ 
tries, that it is impoflible to afcertain, 
with any prdciiion or certainty, what a 
mile is. They have two divifionsj the 
clein (or fmall) mile, and the ftark (or 
long) mile. The former of thefe con-^ 
tains generally between four and five En-» 
gliih; but as to the latter, I never prern 

tended 
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tended to deterfmae how long it was, fince 
I have tbuo4it now five, now 6x, and 
not onfrcquemly feven. The duchy of 
MeGk}en1>arg Screlltis begins only five or 
&x EpglKh nnlea from the town^ whi^ 
is (o fuirounded by woodi of fir Md oali, 
ae not t6 be fisen till one is i>«ry near it. 
I ilaid titcre three days^ itod^ed bytthc 
gracious reception I met with from the 
di)ke. Ho was at a little pahice of rc-^ 
tiremeot, which he has built about fbor 
Imles: front Strelit;?> and called Adolph's 
Picafure. It is finiate on the bank of 
a imall lake> but the country, except 
an inconfidtraUe traft imme^tely round 
the boufe^ is covered with groves of pro- 
digious thicknefs. During winter he re- 
fides at New Streli tz, where* he hasf k 
much larger pala^e^ and a courts as a fove- 
reign prince. I had not the honor to fee 
the princefs of Mecklenburg, a very feyere 
fic of illne& having coniSried her highnefs 
to her apartment for fifrtcn diys before * 

my 


' ^ 
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my slmval. The tovindtm ISlfciiyiS"^ 
fmslll, and as the duke$ have iiot fia^'^V^'^ 
palskre there fdr many years '^a'ft,?r eon- 
tains nothing, at this tim6;'''tb'Ar'avr k'^' 
ftnaiger to yifit it. I left it this dky W ^ 
vem)Jght» and took the road of '2cft, 
acrofs Brandenburg. I (topped at Mi-'^^ 
row, 'a little town near the frontier df ' 
the dachy» to fee a palace, where, his '^ 
highnefs had informed me, her tn^jtRy ^ 
the queen of England, and aU the ducal ' 
famify were bom. It h a bandfbnie 
ilradure, bat unfumffbed at this tx^^j^ ' 
and very rarely vifited by the reigrrihg; * 
duke. Continuing my journey all that 
day, and the enfuing one, throtrgh th6' 

Pruflian territories, I arrived on the bank 

« 

of the' Elbe in th^ afternoon. It is a no^ 
blc. river, though here at a vaft dtftahce ^ 
from the fea> and divides the marquifate ' 
of Brandenburg, ' from the duchy of Lu- ' 
ncnfourg. I crofled it in a ferry, kn4 
landing 'ot\ the oppofite iidp in the domi-t 
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Dl9^Q ftf my ^i^iw fovercigffrS^t to Dap** - 
liet)erg» » little, town^ the ia<9e Digbu 
The moon ihone very Jbrig^t^ .and as I h^l 
yet betwea^fifty wd fixty miles tp Zdt i 
I was detero^med no^ to;lo^ a mo^i^eot^ 
Th? landlord^ who ipokc French, espor^ 
, tiat€|cV with . great eloquei^ce oa the bs4^ 

^eis of the.roadi and length: of the miley. ^ 
to Ult^en^ ^the next place on my wayi 
TJ^crp js, OjOtj faid he, a yilUge b^we^i^ 
■pjyuiebwrg fod it; anjl- fuperadd^,:tft 
thi^^ You i|iuA oot expert tQ be theje bfn 
fore, ibc o'dock to*muo^rpw, n\9(nij|g, nn 
a^ppunt 9f the faij^ds, which are the deepri 
eflj and heavieil you ever pa0ed« I there^ 
foi;^ ordered horf^s at five neict 4ay> in thi» 
certainty^ as I apprehendedj of rejtcbing ^ 
Zell . the^ fame night ; but I was diiap- ^ 
po^tcd^ ai^d again obliged to lie at a 
wr.^^rhed houfe, where however the hoft^ 
to ^omfort xx\t^ i^d the prciieat kin^.of 
gyrpdcn . (frpm * finuUFiUCfc^ty, I ^tt^r^ 

' fume,) : 
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filtte^.) had.ukm op his Iod|gix%fomeTe# 
years agev: - • » ' - 1. 7 « ■ • * 

I entered Zell hfl Sunday mornings «id 
did , not quit it till ycftcrday* I l|ad 
honor^ after being preicntedt to dine 
her majefty the queen of Denmark on Mon* 
dugr* The princefs of Bntniiv^ic has bfen 
here aho^e a fortn^ht on a vtfic> the difr 
taoce from Braniwic to Zell bemg tery in^' 
odnfiderahld. I own I haad a high cuAchv 
fity to kc this young fereitign, whdfe: 
KhiAoiy and misfortunes hatve already it 
much interefted all Europe, who hzi 
been driven in the bloom of life fronf' i 
throne and kingdom, which were isoe 
worthy c^ her, and whom, I doobt not,' 
future time will fee recsdled again tt> ir;^ 
with univerfjtl confcbt. Ton remerabev 
^ £ite of Mcby of Medieis : her power, 
henexik, her return ; they conftitute the^ 
6A}dk af Rtibens'a hmitoirtal gallery Jir 

the 
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riie Xtmrentboprg. TJse xccmioa. of Ch»f^ 
tian the Vllth with his quden, May foftoi 
as noble a ftory for the pencil of genius^ 
^ that of Louis the Xfllth with his tno- 
dicr: but wherei in this centtiry, (hall 
we find a Rabens to execute it ? 


The Caftle of Zcll, whet^e her majefty 
reiides, is detached from the city, and fur- 
rounded, in the antient ftile of defence, 
with a verf brMd moat full of water. It 
is large, of a fquare form, and was built 
by one of the dukes of Zell, b<^ore the 
dudby was loft in the Houfe of Hanover. 
The country on every fkie is barren,' 
ftcidy» and unpltafant« It is forty mites - 
to this place^ and as dreary a ride as cait 
be inaagined. At a little more than half 
w|iy> on the.fouthem fide of the riirer Al^* 
ler« is the Jittlie palaire of Ahkta, celebra«< 
tfd*for the impriibnment cf tbe eledfcreft' 
Sophia, wife of George theili}^. Here (he 
didd, a fhort time before the acceffiom of 

her 
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Tier ton, the lite king, to the crowrii 
'It is faid, thai he once made an attempt 

fe fee her, while under confinement, and 
"having leparated himfelf from his atten-* 
"dants in hunting, came unexpectedly, to 
'the houfe: but the nobleman to whom 
"'the care of her perfon was confided, re- 

fui^d hini admittance, and prevented the 
' meeting of the prince and his mother^ 


rl 

''1 always apprehended Vcrden was a 

much larger and more important city 

than I find it to be. The cathedral is art 

' " '1 

dbjeft of curiofity, from the remote antU 

' '. ' *,' 

quity to which it's foundation afcends. 

It is faid to have been firft ereded in the 

year 786 by Charlemagne, after his con- 

queifts over the Saxons. The portraits of 

all the bifiiops, from that ajra to 1566, 

when the Lutheran rdigibn ^pplantecl 

the Catholic, aire pdiftted oh the walls of 

the choir. I cottM not help fmilihg'at 

the BttLoenkbrn, vrhtr was, ais it appeal 

by 
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by tke ipfcnptlon over \kU hcad^ a (a}fitt 
a county and ati abbot ; but wjio^ notwitb^* 
i^anding all his titles fecul^r and occkfiaf- 
tical^ was murdered foon after his invefti- 
ture by the pagan Saxons, who paid do 
fort of deference either to his coronet. or 

' crofier. The prefent cathedral is by nd 
means, however, as old as CharlemagQ^ : 
It was built about the middle of the.fouf- 

• teenth century, the former one having 
been redqcdd to afhes in 13 1 3* An anti** 
quarian might find ample foj3d for invefti- 
gation in it, the whole internal furface ipf 
the ground being paved with tombs^ on 
which are effigies ^d infcriptions, the 
fixQi mutilated by the tread of frequent 
feet, and the latter aloxofl now illegible. 
Before the h|gh altar, ia a marble monu-* 
xnent of coi^y workmanfhip, ereAed to a 
Philip Si^ifmund, boraia 15681 and who 
, waa bpth duke of Lunenburg, and biihcip 
.of Verdcn, At pcefbnt there are no 
biAiops, xhfi fee beiog totally extiliA. * 

I need 
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Hdfcd €^it retnifid^yoti tikt the city of 
V&deti was purchafed by George the Ift, 
from Frederic the IVth, king of Den* 
mark, who had reodered himfeif timfter of 
it, 'dovin^ Charles the XlXth's refidenc^ 

in Turfcy, to whom it previoufly he* 
longed. It is ftill fubje^ to Uie crown of 
England. The town contains only about 
500 inhabitants, exclufive of a battalion 
of Hanoverian foldiery. It lies along the 
bank of the AJler, bat has not any trade, 
and the buildings fufficiently evince it*3 
poverty, being very mean. I have only 
twenty miles from' hence to Bremen, 
where I hope to arrive this evenings The 
carriage is at the door. £xpe£l the con* 
clufion from thence. 


Srcneni Sunday,- 25tk^pteinber, 1774* 

f 

• * 

'T^HIS is a great city, a rich city, and 

a commercial one ; bi\t I cannot fay 

I think it very agreeable^ or contains 

much 
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much to gain a travrikr's attnitkifa; Was 
huaao life of double the liouts nature has 
afiignfd to tt, one^ ihould not be tempted 
to tifit it more than once. It muft be 
allowed^ indeed^ that commerce is not 
my genius^ and that I likewife faw it to 
fame di£id vantage^ not being provided 
with letters of introdudioiv as I had not 
intended to have included it in the plau 
of toy tour. By the help^ however, of my 
landlordy to whoie good offices neccifity 
has made me a debtpr^ I have feen every 
thing deferving attention here, and {hall 
loav^ it thia aftcrnbon perficdly fatisfied 
with my ilay. One ,of tbefe has appeared 
to me ib extraordinary^ and is in itielf^ I 
•apprehend, ib very lingular, that if I 
had not been an eye<*witnefs of it, no tef^ 
timony would have convinced me of it's 
reidity ; and if it wU not of fuch a nature 
. as to be univerialiy . ekatnined, I ihould 
fear you would doobt uy v^ritricy. -I^ al- 
ways Bppwheo^ftd: that htomMi'%6die$ af-* 
tsi death, if interred, or expofed to the air 
witfaodt any preparation to <|efimd theni 

P d from 
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corrupt, . . become offenfive^ - ^d pntnifn. 

Tb& art x)f .cmt>alizung. i$. yery.an^at, 

4ixd was invented to prei^rVe them £i;Qfm 

^tbis loctitable confequence of dc^tfa ; l^ut 

i^at they ooay remain luipiutrified for cear 

turics without any fort pf. artificial ^d, -I 

^bave ieen fp ioconteftably provediiace my 

arrival^, that I imagine not tho fliadow of 

.doubt can remaip aboift it«— Under . df/t 

patbcdrai church ia a vaulted . apartment, 

Supported on pillars ; it it aear fixty pa^es 

Ipngt and, iialf a$ m^ny^ broad. ^ Xbe 

Jigbt and atr are conftimtly adait&ed wto 

it by throe. windowst dk^gh it )s^:ftveftl 

£t(t beneath the. level of the ground.: Ucse 

^r^ five large oak coffers i^hf r than.qq£- 

4nSf each containing a coi^e« I examliMd 

ithea> feKc»J!y,ifor *«w two hours, .The 

jfjioil cvrioW w4 peci«ft» i« that of a wa- 

,ffi,ao. 'iT}^itipA.f»y«,,ibe wasan EngUfli 

^foijntei^,, jjrjio^Xin& h«c.^ JBreawjj.op- 

-.?.pl9^Wf<^»;J*? ^.a^iprfihftnfipft that, hir 
.f-«4?l«?nfe'fg?»M «H»ffi, it .«Q he b^oiigJlt 
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^ivlr td'Hcr niaii^e country. 'TBty fay ft 
Iktis'biil iitere £50 yeari'. ThoQgh the 
'muibtrlafftmit iotilly dfibd in tttty 
pzti, yci to little are the features of the 
iate fonk or changed^ thai nothing is more 
tcttiirt than that flie Was yoimg,' and isveh 
beautiful. It 18 a Anall ctrantenaoce, 
rouhd ih it'is tehtouf : the cartihlge c^ tMe 
xio% and the uoftrils liate undergone no 
alteration 1 her teeth are all fyttn in the 
fodkeis^ but the lij^s tfre dhMm a«ray from 
t)^f theib. The chdtks ar6 fiihink in» 
tnft ytt'lefs than t eveir r^tnember to havt 
feMi- ii( embalmed bodies^ The -hair of 
het head is at thi^ timt more thaA eigh'* 
ucn inches iong^ very thick, ' and fo faft^ 
that I beared the corpfe Out of the cofi^er 
byit : the cdour is a light brdWn, and I 
i6ut offa fmall I6ck> which is as frefli and 
glo^ as that of a liTiiij^ pe^fon. That this 
iady was of high rank fiems evident from 
the tKfreme 'fintaefa Of the linen whidh 
covers ker tatody ) but I have in- vaiti en- 
4eavp!tifftd to procure any lights into her 
liSftory^ her title, or any other jparttculars, 

D d z though 
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tHough Ihave. takuk ji9,Mttl»':p«m»t(M 

tb«t f»vp^ T^^ ]««4M^ tl^ inn* 
^ffaffk !»r9« with m«, iiii4 1)Q Hmembered it 

there ill Bt«t tbe )c«ft piercepilbk tAiMatiMl 
iaiit-r-rlo, w^tber.coi^qr i* ^e bpdy o^iH 

Hi9.^«ircs..<eieiQRp ..tbjft moil) ^Mci^tgita 

ikoie; .^fi c^es are jilfiec^ up. Hiftitwiaft 
ia ..wwmtiuraliy di^f im1^4> ao4 bk whM# 

frainQ -b«tr^s a;. viio)enii death.— -A Utd^ 

gJ^H wJio diodr ^: tb^ ihatU-^ox in ^iA 
vaotc^vfivsmhilblsp. Th» pawks oTtlte p«it* 
tvJl^s» ffk^h Imth ]^kos( ihfi ikin ^orihw 
l^iimiP. and- head/ »rc[ vfi):y. diAierfljt>](^i 

.The ]tv?«b.oj(Ji^.eofpf«jiai« Qoi}ofytimf)^r 
oxiwwy. Tlwra acsi in . thb vaulfe iikA- 
wiio. titfkeys*. haTik^ wcafel8» -and other 
aoiio^s,, Y^husKhave be^ajbuo^ up bftrfw 

.. ; ibme 
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•Ad «cre to ^ *a^ <soinpl«ce pf^titttiim t 

left the dryneft of the place where they are 
kitH -If if^ih ftfiif io-'fiKH f8i> iMf^er. 
9lltf:««gillrMI»'tfb: htit <J»tf^iHi« ttit^Uri^ 
^•(fa-tiddi«8 to b^|ht hefli«y end Cli^e-ls 

dM &ttte pn^rty. • iftWotal^haVfc nia^i 
Mlltdi;«elltffff fiiirM*ie'tv(rt> or HH^ b6Mts* 
Ht^ii^ih prd^f^httrirdi,;' btA hoWtaih- 
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Tftfe city, you know, h cdeiyrtfteH lor 
j^i^bWhock, The Willie ksfi b/rmiglfc 
from thfe banks df th^^'Rhitfe -feylaiid cat- 
ridgel, and depdlRed'iii the public ceHat^. 
■Hieft are ^ondrOUily capatf6irs; rtihnirtg 

Itenterth the Tdwh-rtottf^dnd- Sfcfiaiigd 'j 
but -are ndt conijtarfBfe in b'i^iiffic«rtcfe 
tdmCt I havtf feiif at*<?Iyttt in Ffei-iu^t 
-^bngitig to the-Marqtrlide Potim; 6t 
tftttfe'Of Cortftaftta at'ffiii'CajJe- of Cootf- 
•Hbpc. ' • There • ^ - oWr parflafilat' f ooitt, 
*= ' D d 3 called 
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there j^^^betng fu^cieor doptji lOf j^wKv 
higher 'Up. Jt , coptaiqs- 4i5»€>Q9 . i4^1i»ir 
.fftnts, anui it. iS; &i4,, ymld .^Hfn «x^0»l 

Hacnburgh in cot^^ieicfit J(.^ ^lye^ifSI^ 
ii€|t an Impeijiment. It is a free city, uqdf r 
4^:pfott9^tonof thecf^pi^, a^ii^i^jil- 
i«;lf a republic on the .inoQey- ^nqH M<!p 
The king of EngUn4« afv?lc^9r*of(.ll»- 
over, has, however, fome important rights 
within, the, place; and x^t.oo^ the c^he- 
4ral. belongs j.to iiiin> . •(>)»' a con^aj^ 
number, of buildingi, . pubjif;. and^riv^. 

He poflefleg liflFf^ifi?,^ ^(^ f>f.%»fW 
jndicatorial power, as» though thi; n^^fl^ 

:,il. . . : bailiff 
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^BcmoBif^iliiom^ kof^ in vary good.ooh 

theibofige^ittniydni.tfae^ddiis everiunfK 

ttr; ahdldttxsng the laA war,, Friench or 

EogliflLMlBBtt aljberimtd>TMca!7oddii(athe 

jphn,^ : a&i ihvjFtappcaitod bcfiioe:^ ]t:;;jSka 

^le c£fas3diQgdiere ts horrid ; I tfanu^iC. 

algrielf rat fiUbtQgvdgain, blithe wpfa;Aohi 

-f4te betpg at/this tioir^ or hatii^rbeeti: 

'gffattJtritt^* addrtotalljr uni&Habitabie; la 

iiaa a niift gootefqac appearance toMdlo 

«ybv 'tbou^'faiaDy.6f 4ii0kijare a(>«ttiD 

lbtttede^«e Baediemissedi'' Hbt (hr^ecp i»o 

idl narrow : nhe quay is ihle oiily pi^mt 

pmi oiihf^ckf, aa if is trrodd^ and cooi^ 

itoaadfi a -view of the water, - 


.'^•. 


^ "By themunidpal laws, ^1 thtf racfc of 
Abraham is e)fcluded from ihi capacity 
af trading and^ refiding he^re ; ot at leaft 
ifhfere is (b i&gh a duty laid orir their peir- 
'^s, thtft "A'tkiti may reifaaia here a ceh* 
'Wry, Fftfppo^, an'd not ftc 6tit^ it amount* 
Ing to no ki^ than a dbcM (or near res:} 
' • a day. 


t >8 I 

^Boaftic joanrirTartbg infartHWaai*iifccfl»>i 

BO jndge* Hambttrgh has adQ|yted a caiiM 
trarj: pdicy,. and . admits indi&Tiiiiinatcljr 
tistb jwbjdc^i win £iint|xtaii MBriotMU in 
aiiicntiveaiiBw; Ikmniv^ w{t<1tkfeh'iM9|J 
bi Jtfaft wifeft.incafive; .btx^bcitaliily'tliii^ 
kMer.jt dieaftoAgettcnwtyidtidibreaiMif^ 
a^gnattripfailandmifif* « ;Ij0 dVef^^o^epiM' 
fiieat barrUit'9 gates to thtftt wiE&|iMiflP 
of PaleAifiG^valrcadjpilabHirfai^iati^ sfaii^ 
CMtfeo£di%eiifi0V witkMtt laid«n^ ii^itfa«ii 
Q«t fX>Utictl^engtk^ wbemnaA tbc^li^' 
for afylan 2 Tboic cbaraffcor^^tQ b* ittiv tf* 
ajMt»oii4iis^Pti»iKbao.tl)W'fn^ aochi* 
am not at alLfurprizsd at d>cir.>iilft(iai- 
paiBon for idolatry » fince there are ve^y 
few<>f tberxib; J ina^m, CK'tbiacifn*, wbt>^ 
woold aot^w idawp lkefQce>a;|[oidtft ^sil^' 
fet op in JLoii4qa or A^^e|e4ani, fts th^' 
aaccft0c& 4i4- Jieford that in^ H$r4t>. Tbe \ 
priociple^ iiidMd> migh^ be i^mov^t <li^' 
f«acnt#. tfaojif^ k |}a(8 aiwaja feinted lk> 
mfi>tas if the Hit>nnfic :«i)))ft-0f th^jfi^ 

7 calf 


QitftecJJiOHlnl^drtileiMairflfonlle pot^in 

thff.^<^iaiaa «(' lia' liacftifipcfls Mvlftv 
V!iqrtdiiit)»t Aaconiiiiftkfe-lumJcdF bcaft an 
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^MlitlMigficbi o£ ibtngeiB. .Pkafiiflb. 
UQ^ec c^oiy fiiape, cf idanoei^ .of coiJyv 
of ma&^nef &ons peculiarly hateful. -She * 
kitt^ififieoc^JilBlg^fialoiii^ » ■B^pllaid*^.' 
Ind fedkrau!^: MMuamMtk.ikiQdgntta* 
\ahMfef82ii)udK:iMUB cf^a amttavt^ ftXiifae 
Sftlil^ teaiAr,0fJ0i*{Iiui9Dnra£bv itho 
hare eodcavDwd to.patafcnbpnibiflkuopMk 
ccdbnted refinement. The moft polite 
manff^r of fpendtng an evening known for 
f«?eral ceutucicB paft in Bremen^ has been 
tlist. of mettifig in fmall boxes about 
twenty-feet long and fix wide, in the 
pitblic cellar^ wh^rc thej drink hoek un-* 
der a <:loud of fmoke raiied from tfactr 
own pipe^. One may fwear theib are 
t|K^ gsnuiae deii^ndatits of the atitient 

Saxons, 
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Stfzon^ v^Iio imagined the Joys df heai^ert 
to confift in drinkidg ale out of the ikulk 
of their enemies ! Women^ die only ve« 
nial objed of iddatfy^ ieem not here to 
liold any rank in fociety^ or to form the 
connecting charm which binds the jarring 
principles of . human natilre together^ 
Man, ibiitary man, meets ta doze, t(» 
4riQk». and to diipute. The yftry idea is 
pdiam laad difgnftlngv < 


1 * . * < 


- I h(^ to xeaeh Jlsmfat^gh Toefiia|f 
ffioming ind £baU .probably wrke yoti 
once more from thence, before . I emfaivk^ 
as ipoipoie^ on the Elbe for l^glaaiL 
Mean while> I s raiaiji 

Your devoted^ &C4 
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LETTER* XIX. 


Hftmhargb, jolh September* 1774, 

T T is a defolatc and dreary ride frctdi 
Bremen to this place^ acroft the ikndy 
and unpeopled heaths of Lunenburg. I 
got to the fouthern bank of the Elbe 
Monday afternoon^ and £rom thence cxx" 
joyed a beautiful profped: of Hamburgh 
at the diilance. «f two leagues* It makes 
a noble figure^ and» as the fpace which fe^ 
parates it from the Danish town of Alter 
. na is visry inconfiderable, the two places 
appear to form only one magnificent city, 
which covers the fide of the river for three 
pr four miles in length, I lay at Har* 
burg, which belongs to his Britannic ma« 
jefly, and crofifed over Tuefday morning. 
The (hort flay I (hall make here, prevents 
me from giving you, as { intended, a de« 
^cfiptfon of Hamburgh, 

I have 
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I have now compleated my propofcd 
tour round the Baltic^ and after a journey 
of near 3000 miles^ fhall gladly revifit my 
native country, and repofe myCelf afew 
months. The wind is |air, and I am 
promifed, or rather flattered with a favo-- 
ssble paffiige to Hull; thbugh, as the li- 
ver itfelf is eighteen German mi)e9 to tlie 
pmbouchure, it may be very, tedious* In 
|he .ejcpedtation of a perf9nal ^ntervic^w^ 
JjcmaiB^ 

1 

My deir Si^, 
Tour's, &c. 
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THE; END, 


ERRATA. 

Page 79, Line 10. for i\ yen aflez, nad il y en a afiez 
100, — — 18. for palace, read place 
102) — 12* fir value about lad. nod value 

about 9d 

1439 """"" 15* fi^ ^^^^^ defied, nad that defeft 
155, — I. fir way to this, read way to do diis 
155, — -^ ig. fir Delecarlia, rM^Dalecaiiia 
161, — —» 2. y^r and would, tai^ and I would 
214, *— — 2' fi^ Royal Yachts, r^n/ Imperial 

Yachts 
243,*—— i^,fir Princefs Elizabeth^ read the 

Princers Elizabeth 
261, *— ~ 6. for hardly a peribn, rsad hardly 

any perfon 
265, — - 5. fir Prince Dolgonihi, nad Prince 

Dolgoruca 
316, — 5 and 6.y2r who appeared more favage 

than Yahoos, rAi^who appeared 

lefs favage than thefe Yahoos 
397, *— 19. fir Alden, read Ahlden 
405, -*^2i.yir Clyras, rM^Oeyras 
411, 9. y«r Alcena, r^ Altona 
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